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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 10/31/2019

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

*1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: * If Revision, select appropriate letter(s):
[] Preapplication IX] New |
[X] Application [] Continuation * Other (Specify):

[[] Changed/Corrected Application | [ ] Revision | |

* 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant Identifier:

Il | | |

5a. Federal Entity Identifier: 5b. Federal Award Identifier:

| I |

State Use Only:

6. Date Received by State: I:] 7. State Application Identifier: I I

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

*a. Legal Name: |Nebraska Department of Administrative Services 4'

* b. Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN): * c. Organizational DUNS:

470491233 | |[2370749610000

d. Address:

* Streett: [501 s. 14th street, P.0. Box 95045 |
Street2: l ’ |

* City: |Lincoln |
County/Parish: |Lancaster |

* State: | NE: Nebraska |
Province: | |

* Country: | ’ USA: UNITED STATES J

* Zip / Postal Code: |68508—2711 |

e. Organizational Unit:

Department Name: Division Name:

Dept of Admin Services | |Office of the CIO

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this application:

Prefix: |Mr . | * First Name: ,Tom |

Middle Name: | |

* Last Name: |Rolfes |

Suffix: | |

Title: IEducation I.T. Manager

Organizational Affiliation:

* Telephone Number: [402.471.7969 Fax Number: (402.471.4864 |

* Email: |tom. rolfes@nebraska.gov I




Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

A: State Government

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

* Other (specify):

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

'Rural Utilities Services

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

l10.855

CFDA Title:

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:

RUS-17~01-DLT

* Title:

Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant Program

13. Competition Identification Number:

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

I | Add Attachment | ‘ Delete Attachment I ‘ View Attachment

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant’s Project:

Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Add Attachments I | Delete Attachments i ’ View Altachments




Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Districts Of:

NE-001

* a. Applicant

* b. Program/Project

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

| | Add Attachment | | Detete Attachment | | View Atiachment |

17. Proposed Project:

*a. Start Date: [10/01/2017

*b. End Date:

18. Estimated Funding ($):

* a. Federal | 140, 260. 30|
* b. Applicant | 40,623.00|
*c. State | 0.00|
* d. Local | 0.00|
* &. Other | 0.00|
*f. Program Income | 0. 00|
*g. TOTAL | 180, 883. 30|

*19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

D a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on I:I

|:| b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.

|Z c. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? (If "Yes," provide explanation in attachment.)

[]Yes X No

If "Yes", provide explanation and attach

| I I Add Attachment | | Delete Attachment | | View Attachment

21. *By signing this application, | certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances** and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

** | AGREE

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Prefix: |Mr . | * First Name: |Ed |

Middle Name: | |

* Last Name: |Tor1er |

Suffix: I |

* Title: |Chief Information Officer |

* Telephone Number: |402.47l.3717 | Fax Number: I402'47l'4864 |

* Email: Ied.toner@nebraska.gov I

* Signature of Authorized Representative: i e * Date Signed:
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab B: Executive Summary

(1) Project Need

Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools is an extremely important and
necessary distance learning project for Nebraska. The year, 2017, is the Sesquicentennial of Nebraska
statehood, and many activities have been conducted around the State, many featuring school children. But
when the Sesquicentennial concludes in December, how will we keep up the excitement about Nebraska history
with K-12 students? The answer is, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska
Schools. The traditional field trips taken with yellow buses are becoming a thing of the past for public school
students due to the expense and time taken away from the rest of the daily curriculum. The emergence of state
and national standards and high stakes testing are making every minute in the classroom an important
commodity. However, interactive videoconferencing field trips presented by enthusiastic content specialists with
backdrops of actual historic and scientific artifacts are becoming more and more popular as a way to energize
the curriculum, while at the same time minimizing time away from school. Most educators would agree that a
live, on-site field trip is the best, most memorable experience, but an interactive virtual field trip is the “next best
thing”. While this project's primary objective is to bring high quality, multimedia content to public school students
through interactive videoconferencing, the capacity building of the museums and content providers of Nebraska
should not be overlooked. Many of these museums are on historic sites, many miles from an urban center, and
have never developed a videoconferencing program. Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for
Nebraska Schools will change all that by providing modern videoconferencing equipment and also providing
the training and support to develop, market, and promote these much-needed programs.

(2) An explanation of how the applicant will address the need cited in paragraph (b)(1) of this
section, why the applicant requires financial assistance, the types of educational or medical
services to be offered by the project, and the benefits to rural residents;

Of the 28 museums, science centers, and zoos invited to be a part of this project, only four have developed an
interactive distance learning program to date. Of the other 24, many are national treasures or house world-class
or one-of-a-kind resources such as the Museum of the Fur Trade that consulted on the Hollywood movie, The
Revenant; Ashfall Fossil Beds (site of an ancient volcanic ash burial area); Strategic Air and Space Museum
(one of the largest collections of vintage military aircraft) and Chimney Rock, the geologic landmark that guided
hundreds of thousands of pioneers across the Nebraska prairie. The millions of artifacts and the people who tell
these stories are for the most part, inaccessible to Nebraska K-12 students. On-site field trips are becoming less
and less common, so the next best thing is to virtualize this critical content and bring it directly to students’
classrooms through interactive videoconferencing.

The State of Nebraska Office of the CIO would love to fund this project entirely with state funds, but there simply
are not enough state resources to develop and implement this entire project. The museums, themselves, are
small non-profit entities without the capacity to invest in, and develop their own interactive videoconferencing
resources. School districts have the broadband connections to receive content and do interactive
videoconferencing, mostly for high school course exchange, but have not been involved with many virtual field
trips for K-12, so this project has the potential to dramatically alter the future course of museums and classroom
content.

The educational content to be developed will range from single 20-minute to 45-minute interactive
videoconferencing sessions on key historic and scientific topics to multi-session units on complex topics such as
evolution. Several museums are already practiced at loaning out tactile objects and artifacts in shipping crates
directly to classrooms, but combined with interactive videoconferencing led by an experienced docent or
education curator, the resulting instruction and learning can be exemplary.
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Nationally known museums that have excelled with interactive videoconferencing programs have actually
created revenue streams by selling programming to schools and outside audiences. This, of course, has the
potential to create part-time and full-time jobs within the museums, or create valuable internships for
postsecondary students majoring in education or the particular field of study. Interactive videoconferencing also
has the potential to improve awareness and visibility on a rather grand scale with students and their parents,
thus driving up visitations during family vacations. This increased traffic in peak and off-peak visitation periods
can drive up the patronage to these locations, thus creating a positive economic impact for restaurants, lodging,
and sundries in the surrounding region.

Whether educational, economic, cultural, or recreational, high quality interactive videoconferencing can have a
very positive impact on families and businesses in rural areas.

(3) A description of the applicant, documenting eligibility in accordance with 7 CFR §1703.103;

The applicant for Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools is the State of
Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO), Agency 65-15
of Nebraska State Government. The OCIO annual budget is approximately $122 million, and has staffing
available to do grant management, legal, contractual, procurement, and technical support services such as
videoconferencing. The OCIO submits this grant application on behalf of the most rural and most economically
challenged school districts of Nebraska, as well as many urban and rural non-profit museums and science
centers (hub sites) across Nebraska. The OCIO will also collaborate with, and receive additional support from,
the University of Nebraska, the Nebraska State Historical Society, the Educational Service Units of Nebraska,
and the Nebraska Department of Education.

The OCIO also manages and operates Network Nebraska (See Tabs G & L), the statewide network that serves
all 245 (100%) of Nebraska public schools districts with distance learning courses and Internet access. By
statute, Network Nebraska is required to minimize costs for public school districts, and only charge a cost
recovery rate equal to the administrative and operational expenses of running the network. By all the school
districts and public colleges working together to aggregate their Internet purchases, Nebraska K-20 education
enjoys one of the lowest unit rates for Internet access in the entire country.

(4) An explanation of the total project cost including a breakdown of the grant required and the
source of matching contributions and other financial assistance for the remainder of the project;

The total project cost includes one mobile videoconferencing cart for each school and each non-profit
educational content provider. Point-to-point and Zoom cloud videoconferencing will be supported. The
decentralized and expensive videoconferencing bridges used by Nebraska schools can now be fully retired.
Matching funds from hub sites and end-user sites will only be for eligible purposes. A minimum 15% cash match
was asked of every participating entity. The Trailside Museum of Natural History, and Ashfall Fossil Beds State
Historic Site received a Nebraska Environmental Trust grant, through the University of Nebraska State Museum,
which will be pledged as a cash match, in part, toward the purchase of their videoconferencing equipment

(5) A statement specifying whether the project is either a distance learning or telemedicine facility
as defined in §1703.102.

The Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will most definitely be
development of distance learning facilities as defined in §1703.102. It will provide educational programs,
instruction, and information originating from select hub sites in multiple areas to students and teachers who are
located in rural areas. Telemedicine is not a primary objective of this grant proposal.
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(6) A general overview of the telecommunications system to be developed, including the types of
equipment, technologies, and facilities used,;

Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will use state-of-the-art mobile
videoconferencing technologies to allow hub sites and end-user sites to directly interact either through
commodity Internet access or over the statewide network Intranet. Each hub site will be provided a mid-range,
codec-based cart with a 55" LED monitor and one (pan, tilt, zoom) top-mounted cameras, and one document
camera for showing 3D artifacts, mounted on a mobile cart with lockable wheels, with a wireless headset and
microphone. Each end-user site will be provided a mid-range, laptop-based cart with 55” LED monitor, single
(pan, tilt, zoom) camera, mounted on a mobile cart with lockable wheels, with video-out options to digital
projectors, if desired. Every device will be IP-based, and compatible with MCU bridging or Zoom cloud
videoconferencing. Network Nebraska will provide one Zoom Pro Videoconferencing license for each mobile
cart operator. This will be in addition to the 20,000 Zoom Pro licenses already in use by Nebraska schools and
Educational Service Units, purchased through Network Nebraska (See Tab L). Equipment will be located in

galleries and classrooms.
i ‘g & {
s bz | ] .
‘ %\
T

(7) A description of the participating hub sites and end user sites and the number of rural residents
that will be served by the project at each end user site;

Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will involve the following hub
sites, followed by a brief synopsis of each:

# Hub Site Name Town 2010 Census
1 Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park Royal, NE 63
2 Chimney Rock State Historical Site Bayard, NE 1,209
3 Durham Museum Omaha, NE 408,958
4 Hastings Museum Hastings, NE 24,907
5 Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Omaha, NE 408,958
6 International Quilt Study Center and Museum Lincoln, NE 258,379
7 John G. Neihardt State Historic Site Bancroft, NE 495
8 Joslyn Art Museum Omaha, NE 408,958
9 Museum of Nebraska Art Kearney, NE 30,787
10 Nebraska History Museum Lincoln, NE 258,379
11 Nebraska Prairie Museum Holdrege, NE 5,495
12 Nebraska State Office of the CIO Lincoln, NE 258,379
13 Neligh Mill State Historic Site Neligh, NE 1,599
14 Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum Ashland, NE 2,453
15 Trailside Museum of Natural History Crawford, NE 997
16 Willa Cather State Historic Site Red Cloud, NE 1,020

1) Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park—Ashfall Fossil Beds in Antelope County in northeastern
Nebraska is a bone bed of rare fossil remains of ancient horses, rhinos, and other mammals that died 10-12
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million years ago from volcanic ash from an immense volcanic eruption in the Yellowstone region. The museum
houses a working excavation, historic displays and a fossil preparation laboratory. The Ashfall Fossil Bed
museum and visitors center is operated by the University of Nebraska State Museum, located in Lincoln.

2) Chimney Rock State Historic Site--Chimney Rock is a prominent geological rock formation in Morrill
County in western Nebraska. Rising nearly 300 feet (91 m) above the surrounding North Platte River valley, the
peak of Chimney Rock is 4,228 feet (1,289 m) above sea level. The formation served as a

significant landmark along the Oregon Trail, the California Trail, and the Mormon Trail during the mid-19th
century. The trails ran along the north side of the rock, which remains a visible landmark for modern travelers
along U.S. Route 26 and Nebraska Highway 92, which parallel the original trails.

3) Durham Museum—The Durham Museum, housed in the former Union Train Station in downtown Omaha, is
dedicated to preserving and displaying the history of the United States' western region. Known for its historic
train artifacts, stories about western outlaws, and emphasizing the role that the transcontinental railroad played
in the western expansion, it is a popular museum with young and old, alike.

4) Hastings Museum—The Hastings Museum of Natural and Cultural History is located in Hastings, Nebraska,
and is the largest municipally owned museum between Chicago and Denver. Founded in 1926 by Albert
Brooking, it became home to many exhibits including Brooking's personal collection of Native American artifacts,
fossils, and mounted birds. The museum also has an exhibit commemorating the 1927 invention of Kool-Aid in
Hastings, Nebraska.

5) Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium—The Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium, located in Omaha, is Nebraska’s
top paid attendance attraction with over two million visitors per year. The zoo includes several notable exhibits.
It features the largest cat complex in North America; "Kingdoms of the Night" is the world's largest nocturnal
exhibit and indoor swamp; the Lied Jungle is one of the world's largest indoor rainforests, and the "Desert
Dome" is one of the world's largest indoor deserts, as well as the largest glazed geodesic dome in the world.
The complex is nationally known for its leadership in animal conservation and research.

6) International Quilt Study Center and Museum—The International Quilt Study Center and Museum is
located on the east campus of the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. It is home to the largest known public
collection of quilts in the world. The collection now numbers more than 4000 quilts from 24 countries, dating
from the early 18th century to the present. The museum includes a state-of-the-art research and storage space,
educational displays, and custom-crafted galleries where selections from the collections and special exhibitions
are shown to the public on a rotating basis.

7) John G. Neihardt State Historic Site—The Neihardt Center, located in Bancroft, Nebraska, features
museum exhibits about the poet laureate, John G. Neihardt. The center features the original one-room study
where Neihardt wrote many of his works, as well as a Native American Sacred Hoop Prayer Garden, designed
by Neihardt, and a library with materials about Neihardt's life and legacy. Neihardt is best known for his 1932
classic, Black Elk Speaks, the story about the visions of the Lakota medicine man, Black EIk.

8) Joslyn Art Museum—The Joslyn Art Museum is located in Omaha, and is the only art museum in the state
with a comprehensive, permanent collection. Best known for its collection of 18t and 19t Century American and
European artists, the museum is particularly popular with urban school children and art teachers. Housed in an
immense art deco structure built in 1931, it includes 38 different types of marble.

9) Museum of Nebraska Art—The Museum of Nebraska Art (IONA) is located in Kearney, Nebraska and is
affiliated with the University of Nebraska-Kearney. It houses the official Nebraska art collection, comprised of
artists who were born, raised, or who have lived in Nebraska. In addition to its role as a museum, MONA is host
to several special programs. It cultivates close relationships with public schools and frequently has students in
for art viewing, hands-on art-making events, and summer art camps.
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10) Nebraska History Museum—The Nebraska History Museum is located in downtown Lincoln and is the
primary collections showplace of The Nebraska State Historical Society, a Nebraska state agency. Interpreting
10,000+ years of human history in Nebraska, the museum has collections and research featuring archeology,
photographs, manuscripts, library volumes, moving images, sound recordings, and government records, 1854 to
the present.

11) Nebraska Prairie Museum—The Nebraska Prairie Museum is located in Holdrege, Phelps County,
Nebraska and contains an exceptionally fine collection of over one acre of indoor exhibits. It includes collections
of period clothing, antique toys, farm equipment, tools and household items, and a unique W.W.Il German
prisoner of war exhibit room.

12) Nebraska State Office of the CIO—The Nebraska State Office of the CIO (OCIO) is the physical location of
Nebraska’s largest publicly owned data center, and over 300 I.T. professionals working for 90 state agencies.
The OCIO has recently embarked on a statewide consolidation of physical and human infrastructure, and
implementation of advanced project management techniques to improve efficiency and reduce costs. The CIO
and public information officer are eager to teach about agile development and 21st century software
development, change management, resilient telecommunications infrastructure.

13) Neligh Mill State Historic Site—Neligh Mill is a historic renovation of an actual water-powered flour mill
built in 1873 by John Neligh, founder of the community. The mill still houses all of the original equipment from
when it operated, up through 1969. Operated by the Nebraska State Historical Society, permanent staff are
available to interpret the importance of flour mills to Nebraska and to western agricultural efforts.

14) Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum-The “SAC” museum, as it is nicknamed, is located
along Interstate 80 near Ashland, Nebraska. The mission of the museum is to preserve and display historic
aircraft, missile, and space vehicles and provide educational resources. It is regarded as having one of the top
collections of strategic aircraft in the U.S. With over three dozen restored aircraft and rockets, this museum
features STEM instruction for all age groups.

15) Trailside Museum of Natural History—The Trailside Museum, on the historic Fort Robinson State Park
campus near Crawford, Nebraska is located in the extreme northwest corner of the state. Featuring the only
fossil exhibit of fighting woolly mammoths locked in combat, it is also home to area fossil displays and a
significant rock and mineral collection. The Trailside Museum is operated by the University of Nebraska State
Museum, located in Lincoln.

16) Willa Cather State Historic Site—The Willa Cather Foundation operates the Willa Cather Center, located
in Red Cloud, Nebraska. The Willa Cather Center is dedicated to preserving the archives and settings
associated with Willa Cather (1873—-1947), a Pulitzer Prize-winning author, and promoting the appreciation of
her work. The Foundation maintains six historic properties representative of this historic time period.
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Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will involve the following end-
user (school) sites, followed by a brief synopsis of each:

# End-User Site Name (Grade levels) Town 2010 Pop. 2016-17 Total Students
1 Bayard Public School (K-12) Bayard, NE 1,209 432
2 Harvard Elementary School (K-6) Harvard, NE 1,013 126
3 Madison Elementary School (K-5) Madison, NE 2,438 196
4 Madison Middle School (6-8) Madison, NE 2,438 102
5 Minatare Public School (K-12) Minatare, NE 816 198
6 Niobrara Elementary School (K-5) Niobrara, NE 370 126
7 Santee Elementary School (K-6) Niobrara, NE 370 82
8 Schuyler Elementary School (K-5) Schuyler, NE 6,211 791
9 Schuyler Middle School (6-8) Schuyler, NE 6,211 394
10 South Platte Elementary School (K-6)  Big Springs, NE 400 100
11 UMONHON Nation Public School (K-12) Macy, NE 1,023 451
12 Walthill Public School (K-12) Walthill, NE 780 351
13 Winnebago Public School (K-12) Winnebago 774 478

Total Unduplicated Count 15,034 3,827

(8) A certification by the applicant that facilities constructed with grants do not duplicate adequate
established telemedicine or distance learning services. (USDA RUS Webinar)

Eight of the 27 invited school locations voluntarily excluded themselves from this grant proposal for fear that
previous RUS funding received would jeopardize the entire 2017 grant effort.

RE: DLT Grant Awards for NEBRASKA, November 20, 2014
Educational Service Unit#10  Distance Learning $126,989
To increase educational offerings for rural Nebraskans in remote isolated communities.

See additional detail about any potential duplication of services in Tab C-5. Need for Services and Benefits; Tab
G. Telecommunications System Plan; and Tab H. Compliance with Federal Statutes (Non-duplication of
Services Certificate)

(9) A listing of the location of each end user site (city, town, village, borough, or rural areas) plus
the State.

See attached Site Worksheet.

DUNS 135074961 CAGE: 5R1S7  Project Officer: Tom Rolfes, tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969
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Rurality Worksheet

(insert additional rows as needed)

Site Designation

Site (Hub; Hub/End-User; End- Town or Census
Number Site Name User) Place Name | Population Rurality Score

1{Bayard Public School End-User Bayard 1,209 45
2|Harvard Elementary School End-User Harvard 1,013 45
3|Madison Middle School End-User Madison 2,438 45
4|Madison Elementary School End-User Madison 2,438 45
5|Minatare Public School End-User Minatare 816 45
6[Niobrara Public School End-User Niobrara 370 45
7]Santee Elementary School End-User Niobrara 370 45
8|Schuyler Elementary School End-User Schuyler 6,211 30
9]Schuyler Middle School End-User Schuyler 6,211 30
10{South Platte Elementary School End-User Big Springs 400 45
11JUMONHON Nation Public School End-User Macy 1,023 45
12{walthill Public School End-User Walthill 780 45
13|Winnebago Public Schooi End-User Winnebago 774 45
14| Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park Hub Site Royal 63 45
15[{Chimney Rock National Historic Site Hub Site Bayard 1,209 45

16|Durham Museum Hub Site Omaha 408,958

17|Hastings Museum Hub Site Hastings 24,907

18|Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Hub Site Omaha 408,958
19]International Quilt Study Center and Museum |Hub Site Lincoln 258,379 0
20]John G. Neihardt State Historic Site Hub Site Bancroft 495 45
21}Joslyn Art Museum Hub Site Omaha 408,958 0

22}Museum of Nebraska Art Hub Site Kearney 30,787

23[Nebraska History Museum Hub Site Lincoln 258,379
24| Nebraska Prairie Museum Hub Site Holdrege 5,495 30
25|Nebraska State Office of the CIO Hub Site Lincoln 258,379 0
26| Neligh Mill State Historic Site Hub Site Neligh 1,599 45
27 MuseJm . Hub Site Ashland 2,453 45
28| Trailside Museum of Natural History Hub Site Crawford 997 45
29| Willa Cather State Historic Site Hub Site Red Cloud 1,020 45
555 42,69

Applicant's Estimated Rurality Score Rurality Score

(Sum of Rurality Points + # of End-User Sites)} 42.69 (For Agency Use)
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Economic Need Worksheet

(Insert additional rows as needed)

Site Designation
(Hub; Hub/End-
Site Name User; End-User) School District Total Students % Eligible

Bayard Public School End-User Bayard Public Schools 394 55.08
Harvard Elementary School End-User Harvard Public Schools 126 76.98
Madison Middle School End-User Madison Public Schools 196 77.45
Madison Elementary School End-User Madison Public Schools 102 84.69
Minatare Public School End-User Minatare Public Schools 198 90.40
Niobrara Public School End-User Niobrara Public Schools 126 78.57
Santee Elementary School End-User Santee Community Schools 82 97.47
Schuyler Elementary Schoo! End-User Schuyler Community Schools 791 86.60
Schuyler Middle School End-User Schuyler Community Schools 394 86.29
South Platte Elementary School End-User South Platte Public Schools 100 73.00
UMONHON Nation Public School End-User UMONHORN Nation Public Schools 451 100.00
Walthill Public School End-User Walthill Public Schools 351 94.99
Winnebago Public School End-User Winnebago Public Schools 538 79.55
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park Hub Site Nebraska Unified District 1 424 48.82
Chimney Rock National Historic Site Hub Site Bayard Public Schools 394 55.08
Durham Museum Hub Site Omaha Public Schools 49617 70.79
Hastings Museum Hub Site Hastings Public Schools 3743 61.15
Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Hub Site Omaha Public Schools 49617 70.79
International Quilt Study Center and Museum Hub Site Lincoln Public Schools 38869 45.73
John G. Neihardt State Historic Site Hub Site Bancroft-Rosalie Public Schools 249 45.38
Joslyn Art Museum Hub Site Omaha Public Schools 49617 70.79
Museum of Nebraska Art Hub Site Kearney Public Schools 5404 36.47
Nebraska History Museum Hub Site Lincoln Public Schools 38869 45.73
Nebraska Prairie Museum Hub Site Holdrege Public Schools 1085 36.22
Nebraska State Office of the CIO Hub Site Lincoln Public Schools 38869 45.73
Neligh Mill State Historic Site Hub Site Neligh-Oakdale Public Schools 275 45.09
Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum Hub Site Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools 848 33.37
Trailside Museum of Natural History Hub Site Crawford Public Schools 204 52.45
Willa Cather State Historic Site Hub Site Red Cloud Public Schools 195 58.97

Average NSLP/CEP (Sum of % Eligible + Number of Sites) 78.49

Applicant's Estimated Economic Need Score

(Enter Points from Scoring Table)

35

Economic Need Score

(For Agency Use)




www.education.ne.goy
301 Centennial Mall South

P.O. Box 924987
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987
1L 402.471.2295

Fax  402.471.0117

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Date: July 17,2017

Subj: Required documentation for the
Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Attached are the official State of Nebraska 2016-17 Free and Reduced Fall Membership
numbers. The file is the same format of the USAC E-rate Valid File and the same Free and
Reduced membership numbers submitted by the State for Erate verification purposes.

Please let me know if I can do anything else to assist in the successful award of the Beyond
Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools grant application.

Respectfully,

Bolins Lt~

SuAnn Witt
State E-rate Coordinator
suann.witt@nebraska.gov

402-471-2085

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer

Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab C-3:
Leveraging

DUNS 135074961 CAGE: 5R1S7  Project Officer: Tom Rolfes, tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969




Leveraging Worksheet

{(insert additional rows as needed)

Donor

(must provide Documentation Letter from each donor)

Proposed Match ($)

Bayard Public Schools S 500.00
Durham Museum S 1,050.00
Harvard Public Schools S 690.00
Hastings Museum S 975.00
Henry Doorly Zoo S 1,050.00
International Quilt Study Center and Museum S 1,050.00
Madison Public Schools (2 End-user sites) S 1,380.00
Minatare Public Schools S 1,050.00
Nebraska Prairie Museum S 1,050.00
Nebraska State Historical Society (4 Hub sites) S 3,900.00
Nebraska State Office of the CIO S 1,050.00
Niobrara Public Schools S 690.00
Schuyler Community Schools (2 End-user sites) S 1,380.00
SNDEN on behalf of South Platte Public Schools $ 1,050.00
Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum S 1,050.00
UMOnNHON Nation Public School S 690.00
University of Nebraska State Museum (2 Hub sites) S 19,278.00
Santee Community Schools S 690.00
Walthill Public Schools S 500.00
Winnebago Public Schools S 500.00
$ 40,623.00
1. Total Proposed Matching Contribution {must equal Line B + Line C in the Budget Worksheet) S 40,623.00
2. Total DLT Grant Request (Must equal Line D in the Budget Worksheet) S 140,260.30
Match Percent (Line 1 + Line 2) 29%

Applicant's Estimated Leveraging Score

(=)

Leveraging Score
{for Agency Use)




Bayard Public Schools

Dedicated to Quality Education
www.bayardpublicschools.org

B 135
o amy s Ba

Ed Toner
Chief Information Officer
726 4th Avenue State of Nebraska
PO Box 607 501 S. 14" Street
Bayard, NE Lincoln, NE 68503-5045
69334
Fax (308) 586-1638 RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:
District Offi Bayard Public Schools supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CiO’s application for
istric ce
(308) 586-1325 grant funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.
Sup eg:;:ﬁ:’” of This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Travis W. Miller
Bayard Public Schools 726 4th Ave, P O Box 607 Bayard, NE 69334
Jr/Sr High As part of this application, Bayard Public Schools commits a cash match and/or in-kind
(308) 586-1700 match of no less than $500.00 for the three-year grant performance term.
Principal
omas L. Perlinski Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
Activities, Curriculum & 2017-2020 2017-2020
Assessment Director Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)
Tamra K. Tillman Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor,
Counselor 7-12 microphone, projector)
Linde Rafferty Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment
Data terminal equipment
Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and

Elementary
(308) 586-1211 components)
Principal Inside wiring and cabling
Matthew McLaughlin TOTAL | $500.00
Counselor K-6 | can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an
Mark Keszler

eligible grant purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure
is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of distance learning.

Bayard Public Schools also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications
costs, maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years
from the date of funding.

Sincerely,

e

Dr. Travis Miller, Superintendent




4024445071 TEL
402.444.5397 FAX

DURHAMMUSEUM.ORG

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Daniel K. O'Neil!
Chairman

John K. Boyer
Secretary

Tommie D. Thompson
Treasurer

Christi Janssen
Executive Director

tephen J, Abels
Kenneth M. Bird, Ed.D.
Art N. Burtscher
Hartan O. Falk
Rex Fisher

Chris Jerram
Ex-Officio Member

Kenneth J, Keegan
Chris Kircher
Bradley L. Knuth
Joseph R, Lempka, P.E.
Steven S, Martin
Beverly Maurer
Scott D. Moore
Sue Morris

John P. Nelson
Kyle Robino
William E. Roskens
J. Scott Searl

Thomas Warren

Emeritus Members
Richard R. Bell

Stanley M, Truhisen, M.D.
John K. Wilson

HMUM

801 SOUTH 10TH STREET
OMAHA, NE 68108-32992

July 14,2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officet
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14™ Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear M. Toner:

The Durham Museum supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application
for grant funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

The Durham Museum
801 S 10th Street
Omaha, NE 68108

As part of this application, The Durham Museum commits a cash match and/or in-
kind match of no less than $1,050 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match | In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, $250

projector)

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications ferminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and $800

components)

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL $1,050

I can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18,2017; B)
are for an eligible grant purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of
the expenditure is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of distance

learning,

The Durham Museum also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing
telecommunications costs, maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period

no shorter than five years from the date of funding.

Sipserely,

Developmanit Director




a Har Var d Public SChOOl harvardcardinals.org

506 East North Street, PO Box 100 « Harvard, NE 68944
Phone (402) 772-2171 « FAX (402) 772-2204

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

Harvard Public School supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for grant funds from the USDA RUS
DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Harvard Public School 506 E. North Street Harvard, Nebraska 68944

As part of this application, Harvard Public School commits a cash match and/or in-kind match of no less than $500.00
for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose - This grant will be utilized to video Cash Match In-kind Match
conference with Informal Education entities for the purpose of 2017-2020 2017-2020
promoting supplemental learning opportunities.

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector)

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components) $690.00

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL $ 690.00

| can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant purpose; and
C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of
distance learning.

Harvard Public School also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs, maintenance costs, and
any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of funding.

Singerely,
l' C&M\A%L

Michael Derr
Superintendent

| S S PR T 3 E NG S AR S I TR P St KR S e i R £

Mike Nierman, Board President Neil Riley, Principal, nriley@harvardcardinals.org

Michael Derr, Superintendent, mderr@harvardcardinals.org Blake Thompson, Assistant Principal/AD, bthompson@harvardcardinals.org




1330 N. Burlington ¢ Hastings, Nebraska 68901
402-461-4629 » 800-508-4629 ¢ HastingsMuseum.org

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501S. 14t Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Hastings Museum supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for grant funds from the USDA RUS DLT
grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location:

Hastings Museum
PO Box 1286
Hastings, NE 68902
402.461.2399

As part of this application, Hastings Museum commits a cash match and/or in-kind match of no less than $975.00 for the
three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector)
Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)
Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components) 975.00
Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | 975.00

I can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant purpose; and
C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of
distance learning.

Hastings Museum also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs, maintenance costs, and any
other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of funding.

Sincerely,

Codoeccon sharneed

Rebecca Matticks, Director



OMAHA'S

HENRY DOORLY

200,

& AQUARIUM

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer

State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium supports the State of Nebraska Office of the
CIO’s application for grant funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium 3701 S. 10" Street  Omaha, NE 68107

As part of this application, Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium commits a cash
match and/or in-kind match of no less than $6,400.00 for the three-year grant
performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop) $1,000

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, | $250

projector)

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment $4,350

Data terminal equipment
Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and | $800
components)

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $1,050 $5,350

I can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are
for an eligible grant purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the
expenditure is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of distance learning.

Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing
telecommunications costs, maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no
shorter than five years from the date of funding.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Mulkerrin, Ed.D.
Vice President of Education

Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium

ACCREDUED B
ASSOCI
3701 South 10th Street Omaha, NE 68107 TEL 402.738.2092 FAX 402.738.2017 www.omahazoo.com AGUARIUM




Neb\llVERSITY l%Fa

Lincoln

INTERNATIONAL QUILT STUDY CENTER & MUSEUM
Ed Toner Department of Textiles, Merchandising & Fashion Design

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

The International Quilt Study Center & Museum supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application
for grant funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

International Quilt Study Center & Museum, University of Nebraska — Lincoln,
1523 North 33" Street, Lincoln NE 68583

As part of this application, International Quilt Study Center & Museum commits a cash match and/or in-kind
match of no less than $1050.00 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector)
Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)
Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components) 1050.00
Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | 1050.00

| can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant
purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the
DLT grant definition of distance learning.

International Quilt Study Center & Museum also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications
costs, maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of
funding.

Sincerely,

\ /(/((L((LI &foc///
d

Leslie C. Levy, JD
Ardis & Robert James Executive Director

Quilt House / 1523 N. 33rd Street / P.O. Box 830838 / Lincoln, NE 68583-0838 / (402) 472-6549 / www.quiltstudy.org




Madison Public Schools

Alan Ehlers 700 So Kent St. Karla Kush
Superintendent P.O. Box 450 MS Principal/ IPM/EL
Jim Crilly o Madison, NE 68748 Reid Ehrisman
Secondary Principal District Phone (402) 454-3336 Fax (402} 454-2238 Athletic Director
Andrew Offner Elementary Phone (402) 454-2656 Fax (402} 454-3978 Christine Knapp
Elem Principal/CD Office Manager

The mission of Madison Public Schools is to prepare students to be competent,
confident, productive, and responsible citizens.

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer

State of Nebraska

501 S. 14t Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Madison Public Schools supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s
application for grant funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Madison Elementary Schooland Madison Middle School

405 East 8th 700 South Kent

Madison, NE 68748 Madison, NE 68748

As part of this application, Madison Public Schools commits a cash match and/or in-
kind match of no less than $670 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose {List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop) $320

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, $1,060

projector)

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)
Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and
components)

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $1,380

[ can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B)
are for an eligible grant purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%)




of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of distance
learning.

Madison Public Schools also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing
telecommunications costs, maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a
period no shorter than five years from the date of funding.

Y in Educafion,

an Ehlers
Superintends of Schools




Minatare Public Schools

P.0O. Box 425
Minatare, NE 69356
Tim Cody, Superintendent
District Office {308) 783-1232 JH/HS Office (308) 783-1733 Elementary Office (308) 783-1258
FAX Line (308) 783-1050 FAX Line (308) 783-2982 FAX Line {308) 783-1007

July 12, 2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Gfficer
State of Nebraska

501 8. 14t Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Minatare Public S8chools supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIQ’s application, for grant funds
from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

Minatare Puhlic 8chools ‘PO Box 425, 1107 7b Btreet Minatare, NE 69356

As part of this application, Minatare Public Schools commits a cagh match and/or in-kind match of no
less than $1050.00 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose {List gpecifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
20172020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software {e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment {e.g. monitor, microphone,
rojector)

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and | $1050.00
components)

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $1050.00

I can affirm that any dollazs shown above A) did net oceur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible
grant purpose; and C) that the predominant purposc (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes
which meet the DLT grant definition of distance learning.

Minatare Public Schools also agrees to commit funds for the angoing telecommunications costs,
maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of
funding.




Minatare Public School
Superintendent of Schools




NEBRASKA
RAIRIE

P
FMUSEUM

OF THE PHELPS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

£d foner PO.BOX 164 + HOLDREGE, NE 68949-0164 * 308-995-5015 * www.nebraskapraitie.org
Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Nebraska Prairie Museum supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CiO’s application for grant funds from the USDA
RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Nebraska Prairie Museum

2701 Burlington Street
Holdrege, NE 68949

As part of this application, Nebraska Prairie Museum commits a cash match and/or in-kind match of no less than $1,050
for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose  {List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software {e.g. laptop)
Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector) | $250
Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)
Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components) $800
Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $1,050

| can affirm that any dollars shown above A} did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant purpose; and
C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of
distance learning.

Nebraska Prairie Museum also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs, maintenance costs,
and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of funding.

Sincerely,

Dan Christensen, Museum Director




N ak

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

July 12, 2017

Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer, State of Nebraska

501 S. 14™ Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

The Nebraska State Historical Society supports the State of Nebraska Office of the ClO’s application for grant
funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following NSHS historic sites and museums:

Chimney Rock National Historic Site 9822 Road 75 Bayard, NE 69334
Neligh Mill State Historic Site N Street & Wylie Drive Neligh, NE 68756
John G. Neihardt State Historic Site Elm & Washington Sts. Bancroft, NE 68004
Nebraska History Museum 131 Centennial Mall North Lincoln, NE 68508

As part of this application, the Nebraska State Historical Society commits a cash match and/or in-kind match of
no less than $4900 total for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose  (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector)

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components) 3900.00

Inside wiring and cabling (~$250/location) 1000.00
TOTAL | 3900.00 1000.00

| can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant
purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the
DLT grant definition of distance learning.

The Nebraska State Historical Society also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs,
maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of

funding.
Singerely,
( ; 1500 R Street
/ PO Box 82554
- Lincoln, NE 68501-2554
Trevor Jones p: (800) 833-6747
Director & CEO (402) 471-3270

f: (402) 471-3100
www.nebraskahistory.org




State of Nebraska

Pete Ricketts Office of the Chief Information Officer
Governor Ed Toner
Chief Information Officer

P.O. Box 95045

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-5045

July 17, 2017 402-471-3560

Deputy Assistant Administrator

Loan Origination and Approval Division
Rural Utilities Service

STOP 1597, Room 2844

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20250-1597

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Deputy Assistant Administrator:

The State of Nebraska Office of the CIO strongly supports the State of Nebraska’s application for grant funds from the
USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following Hub Site> location:
State Office of the CIO 501S. 14t Lincoln, NE 68508-2711

As part of this application, State of Nebraska Office of the CIO commits a cash match and/or in-kind match of no less than
$1,050.00 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match 2017- | In-kind Match 2017-
2020 2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector)
Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)
Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment .

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components) $1,050.00
Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $ 1,050.00

I can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant purpose; and C)
that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of
distance learning.

The State of Nebraska Office of the CIO also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs,
maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of funding.

e

Ed Toner
Chief Information Officer

Office Location: 501 South 14™ Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
An Equal Opportunity Employer




OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
P.O Box 310
Niobrara, NE 68760
Ed Toner ' Phone (402)857-3323 - Fax (402)857-3716
Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska
501S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

Niobrara Public School supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIOQ’s application for grant funds from the
USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Niobrara Public School, 247 N. Hwy 12, Niobrara, NE 68760

As part of this application, Niobrara Public School commits a cash match and/or in-kind match of no less than
$5,000 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose  (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector)

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components) $ 690.00

Inside wiring and cabling $4,310.00
TOTAL $ 690.00 $4,310.00

I can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant
purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the
DLT grant definition of distance learning.

Niobrara Public School also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs, maintenance
~ costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of funding.

Sincerely,




Schuyler Community Schools

401 Adam Street, Schuyler, Ne 68661
Superintendent Dr. Daniel Hoesing
Phone: 402-352-2421 Fax:402-352-5552

Ed Toner
Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Schuyler Community Schools supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for grant funds from the USDA
RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following elementary and middle school location(s):

Schuyler Elementary School 2404 Denver Street Schuyler, NE 68661
Schuyler Middle School 200 W. 10" Street Schuyler, NE 68661

As part of this application, Schuyler Community Schools commits a cash match and/or in-kind match of no less than
$1,380 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match 2017- | In-kind Match 2017-
2020 2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector)
Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)
Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components) 1,380.00
Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | 1,380.00

| can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant purpose; and C)
that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of
distance learning.

Schuyler Community Schools also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs, maintenance costs,
and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of funding.

Sincerely,
=" L]
Daniel J. Hoesing

Superintendent

Dr. Daniel Hoesing Darli Vrba Dave Gibbons

Superintendent K-12 Special Education Administrator PK-12 Director of Curriculum, School

401 Adam Street 200W.10™ Street Improvement and Special Services
Schuyler, NE 68661 Schuyler, NE 68661 200 West 10* Street

Phone: 402-352-3527 Phone: 402-352-5514 Schuyler, NE 68661

Fax: 402-352-5552 Fax: 402-352-2644 Phone: 402-352-5514 Fax: 402-352-2644

North Central Association ® Accredited Since 1914




L

~

SNDEN/@ORG. -

Southwest Nebrasko Distance Education Network

Ed Tener

Chief Information Officsr

State of Nebraska

501 5. 14" Strest

Lincoln, NE 64500-6045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Torer:

The Southwest Nebraska Distance Education Nebwark supports the State of Nebraska Offize of the ClQ's application for grant funds
from the USDA RUS OLT grant program

This LUSDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following lacationis):
South Platte Public Schools 610 Plum Street Big Springs, NE 69122

As part of this application, the Southwest Nebraska Distance Education Network commita a cash match of ng lesz than $1.050.00
for the three-year grant performance term

Eligible Grant Purpase {List spreifics) Cash Match In-hingd rlatch
2017-2020 A017-2020

Computer hardware and softwace (e.g. laptop!

Audio and video equipment (a.g. monitar, microphone, projactor]

Camputer netwark components fe.g. switch, router)

Telecommmunications terminal equipmant 5100040

Data terminal equipment

Interactve audla/video aquipment {IVC cart and components)

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $1050.0

| can afirm that any dollars shown abovs A) did not coour befare July 18, 2017 8) are for an eligible grant purpose; and C} that the
predominant purpese (aver 50%) of the expenditura is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of gistanca feaming.

The Scuthwest Nebraska Distance Education Netwark also agraes to commit funds for \he prgoing telecommunications costs,
maintsnance costs, and any other related costs far a penod ag sherer than five yesrs fiam the date of funding.

Sincaraly,

Director




% Strategic Air Command

& Aerospace Museum

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501S. 14t Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum supports the State of Nebraska Office of the ClIO’s application
for grant funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum 28210 W Park Hwy Ashland, Ne 68003

As part of this application, Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum commits a cash match and/or in-
kind match of no less than $1050.00 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector)

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components) $1050.00

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $1050.00

| can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant
purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the
DLT grant definition of distance learning.

Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing
telecommunications costs, maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five
years from the date of funding.

Sincerely,

Dr. Michael L McGinnis, BG (Ret) USA

Executive Director




Umo"ho" Nation Public School

470 Main Street P.O.Box 280 Macy, NE 68039
402-837-5622  402-837-5245 FAX
Business Office 402-837-5344  Superintendent’s Office 402-837-5368

“Strengthening Native traditions...learning to flourish in other cultures”
“Motivate, Move, Mold, and Make your Mark”

Stacie Hardy, Superintendent

Mary Anne Oehlerking, Director of Student Services
Travis Tarman, Secondary School Principal

Joseph Wanning, Elementary Principal

July 14,2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer

State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Umo"ho" Nation Public Schools supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for grant
funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

Umo™ho" Nation Public Schools
470 Main Street

PO 280

Macy, NE 68039

As part of this application, Umo"ho" Nation Schools commits a cash match and/or in-kind match of no less
than $690 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020
Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop) $160

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector) | $530

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components)

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $690




I can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant
purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the
DLT grant definition of distance learning.

Umo"ho™ Nation Public Schools also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs,
maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of

funding.

Sincerely,

oty

Stacie Hardy
Superintendent
Umo™ho" Nation Public School




N b\llVERSITY]OF

Lincoln

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA STATE MUSEUM
July 14, 2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

The University of Nebraska State Museum and its affiliated branch museums strongly support the State of Nebraska
Office of the CIO’s application for grant funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following Hub Site locations:

Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park 86930 517" Ave. Royal, NE 68773 $12,852.00
Trailside Museum of Natural History ~ P.O. Box 462 Crawford, NE 69339 S 6,426.00

As part of this application, the University of Nebraska State Museum commits a cash match and/or in-kind match of no
less than $19,278.00 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, projector)
Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)
Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components) $19,278.00
Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $19,278.00
I can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible grant purpose; and
C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of
distance learning.

The source of these matching funds is a Nebraska Environmental Trust Grant and is available and can be applied to the
purposes of the DLT grant.

The University of Nebraska State Museum also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs,
maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of funding.

Sincerely,

[
Dr. Susan Welleré/birector
University of Nekraska State Museum

Morrill Hall / P.O. Box 880338 / Lincoln, NE 68588-0338 / (402) 472-3779 / FAX (402) 472-8899




Santee Community School

VILLAGE OF SANTEE
206 FRAZIER AVENUE EAST
NIOBRARA, NEBRASKA 68760-7213
Phone: (402) 857-2741
Fax: (402) 857-2743
http://www.santeeschools.otg

Superintendent
Ms. Kari Garwood-Daniels

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Santee Community Schools supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for grant funds
from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location{s):

Santee Elementary School
206 E Frazier Ave
Niobrara, NE 68760

As part of this application, Santee Community Schools commits a cash match and/or in-kind match of no
less than $690 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop) 5160

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone, $530

projector)

Computer network components {e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and components)

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $690

| can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before july 18, 2017; B) are for an eligible
grant purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for purposes
which meet the DLT grant definition of distance learning.




Santee Community Schools also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs,
maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the date of

funding.

Sincerely,

/] / ‘ B
AT oz sl

Mg. Kari Garwood-Daniels

Superintendent of Santee Community Schools




WALTHILL PUBLIC SCHOOL

o e
£ ) )
o )

1

~L HOME OF THE BLUJAYS
High Expectations in a Safe Environment

BOARD MEMBERS SUPERINTENDENT SECONDARY PRINCIPAL
James Rendol St., President Ed Stansberry Ed Ross

Vida Stabler., Vice-President estansberry@walthillschool.org cross@walthillschool.org

Chad Fuller, Sccretary

Chris Morgan 602 Main St. Box 3C ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
Richard Valentino Walthill, NE 68067-0563 Mark Evetovich

Chiris Ross Phone (402) 846-5432 mevetovich@walthillschool.org

Fax (402)846-5932
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Marty Slaughter
mslaughter@walthillschool.org

EEd Toner

Chief Information Officer

State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Walthill Public School supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for

grant funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following <End-User or Hub Site>
location(s):

Walthill Public School
602 Main Street
Walthill NE 68067

As part of this application, Walthill Public School commits a cash match and/or in-kind
match of no less than $500 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match In-kind Match
2017-2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor, microphone,
projector)

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and | $500
components)

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $500

I can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are
for an eligible grant purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the
expenditure is for purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of distance learning.




Walthill Public School also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications
costs, maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five
years from the date of funding.

'bncerel_/,

Ed Stansberry
Walthill Public School




Winnebago Public Schools

Post Office Box KK, 202 Osborne St.
Winnebago, Nebraska 68071
“Learners Today...Leaders Tomorrow”

Phone (402)878-2224, Fax (402)878-2472
Ed Toner
Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska
501S. 14~ Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

Winnebago Public School supports the State of Nebraska Office of the ClO’s application for grant
funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following End-User location:
Winnebago Public School 202 Osborne  Winnebago, NE 68071

As part of this application, Winnebago Public School commits a cash match and/or in-kind match
of no less than $500.00 for the three-year grant performance term.

Eligible Grant Purpose (List specifics) Cash Match 2017- In-kind Match
2020 2017-2020

Computer hardware and software (e.g. laptop)

Audio and video equipment (e.g. monitor,
microphone, projector)

Computer network components (e.g. switch, router)

Telecommunications terminal equipment

Data terminal equipment

Interactive audio/video equipment (IVC cart and | $500.00
components)

Inside wiring and cabling

TOTAL | $500.00

I can affirm that any dollars shown above A) did not occur before July 18, 2017; B) are for an
eligible grant purpose; and C) that the predominant purpose (over 50%) of the expenditure is for
purposes which meet the DLT grant definition of distance learning.

Winnebago Public School also agrees to commit funds for the ongoing telecommunications costs,
maintenance costs, and any other related costs for a period no shorter than five years from the
date of funding.

e

Dan Fehringer

Superintendent




State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer

Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab C-5:

Need for
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Project Benefits
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Tab C-5. Need for Services and Project Benefits

Need for Services

Rural Nebraska, like so many other rural states, is facing increasing challenges from the declining farm
economy, increased costs of production, out-migration of workers, and declining tax revenues for public schools.
In his 2010 Study and Dissertation, “Small Rural School Districts in Nebraska: A Case Study of Challenges and
Solutions”, Michael R. Montgomery statistically documented the 15 top challenges facing small, rural school
districts. The top eight challenges, in order of importance, included:

School Finances (The decrease in state aid had caused financial challenges for most of the schools)
Student Enrollment (Rural areas had seen a decrease in population due to many reasons)

Hiring and Retaining Teaching Staff (It was often impossible to hire/attract qualified teachers)
Student Assessment (Teacher training to administer tests was in person and too far away)
Accountability School Performance (Small student numbers contributed to swings in performance)
Extra Curricular Activities (Sponsorship and funding was difficult to find)

Transportation Services (Distance, funding, and driver availability were major problems)
Instructional Programs (Difficult to afford staffing for classes due to low student numbers)

NGO~ WN =

Source: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1050&context=cehsedaddiss

The local public school district in many communities functions not only as a source of pride, but also represents
an economic engine through employment of certificated and non-certificated staff; a recreational outlet for
competitive high school sports, music, and fine arts competitions; and a communication conduit for community
activities and issues. “Lose the school, lose the town” is a particularly accurate but sobering saying in rural
America. Video distance learning cannot reverse all the negative trends and solve all the challenges of rural
public school districts and administrators, but it can help.

One of the primary purposes of video distance learning is to create equity in education. As evidenced by the list
of challenges above, a small, rural district would find it impossible to recreate the learning experiences enjoyed
by students of urban and affluent school districts. This inequity includes being able to offer an abundance of
curriculum offerings, but it also includes the ability to expose students to cultural, historical, scientific, and
literary resources. So, field trips for rural, economically challenged school districts are not feasible due to the
extraordinary travel distances or the cost of travel amidst an already strapped school budget.

Out migration and the “brain drain” in Nebraska is a serious problem. Carlson, Hartman, and Thompson (2008)
found that Nebraska is a growing state, but it is a slowly growing state. Over the last decade, population growth
in Nebraska, at 0.6% per year, has lagged the national average rate of 1.0%. This gap in growth rates is large in
real terms. Given a current population of approximately 1.8 million persons, Nebraska would grow by
approximately 18,000 persons per year if it grew at the national growth rate of 1.0% per year. Instead, the state
only adds about 11,000 persons per year. A lower growth rate results in a loss of 7,000 persons per year in
population growth in Nebraska.

There are many reasons for this slower growth. Net migration is among the most important of these reasons.
Each year more people move out of Nebraska to live in another state, than move from another state to
Nebraska. Thus, while the state receives many new international migrants, the net migration of domestic
residents is negative. For example, from 1995 to 2000, approximately 3,000 more domestic residents moved out
of Nebraska each year than moved in.
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Net migration also has created concerns about “brain drain” because migration is most common among younger
residents. Brain drain is partly an issue of out-migration alone: the notion that too many young people leave the
state. Source: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/bbrbin/65/

Anything that can be done to reverse this trend, should be done. This includes the adoption of any technology
that lessens the feeling of isolation, of reduced resources and opportunities felt by these young people.

Virtual field trips to distance nonprofit educational content providers, using their presenters who specialize in
certain fields or content areas, can teach difficult and challenging topics, expose students to possible career
alternatives previously not considered, and improve the motivation in the classroom by breaking up the
monotony of daily instruction.

Benefits Derived from Services

Small, rural school districts can use the technology of high definition videoconferencing to make the inaccessible
accessible. Students find experiences like virtual field trips motivational, educational, and entertaining.

The commercial organization, www.VirtualField Trips.org, summarized the benefits of virtual field trips this way
(https://www.virtualfieldtrips.org/benefit) :

e Reduce lesson planning time

e Address the needs of visual learners

e  Support English Language Learners and students with Individualized Education Plans

o Align with social studies, science, mathematics, and language arts standards and objectives
e Use best practices for e-learning

e Include built-in, pre-prepared assessments

e Easily incorporates the motivational value of technology (e.g. novel, inspiring, enticing)

e Budget friendly—much less expensive than a bussed field trip

e Minimizes the liability concerns of a bussed field trip

e Use 21st century learning tools for 215t century learners

The Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools aims to
develop new capacity, or add to the virtual field trip capacity of 16 nonprofit or governmental content providers,
and directly connect them to the most rural, economically challenged school districts in the State of Nebraska.

1) Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park—Ashfall Fossil Beds in Antelope County in northeastern
Nebraska is a bone bed of rare fossil remains of ancient horses, rhinos, and other mammals that died 10-12
million years ago from volcanic ash from an immense volcanic eruption in the Yellowstone region. The museum
houses a working excavation, historic displays and a fossil preparation laboratory. The Ashfall Fossil Bed
museum and visitors center is operated by the University of Nebraska State Museum, located in Lincoln.

2) Chimney Rock State Historic Site--Chimney Rock is a prominent geological rock formation in Morrill
County in western Nebraska. Rising nearly 300 feet (91 m) above the surrounding North Platte River valley, the
peak of Chimney Rock is 4,228 feet (1,289 m) above sea level. The formation served as a

significant landmark along the Oregon Trail, the California Trail, and the Mormon Trail during the mid-19th
century. The trails ran along the north side of the rock, which remains a visible landmark for modern travelers
along U.S. Route 26 and Nebraska Highway 92, which parallel the original trails.

3) Durham Museum—The Durham Museum, housed in the former Union Train Station in downtown Omaha, is
dedicated to preserving and displaying the history of the United States' western region. Known for its historic
train artifacts, stories about western outlaws, and emphasizing the role that the transcontinental railroad played
in the western expansion, it is a popular museum with young and old, alike.
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4) Hastings Museum—The Hastings Museum of Natural and Cultural History is located in Hastings, Nebraska,
and is the largest municipally owned museum between Chicago and Denver. Founded in 1926 by Albert
Brooking, it became home to many exhibits including Brooking's personal collection of Native American artifacts,
fossils, and mounted birds. The museum also has an exhibit commemorating the 1927 invention of Kool-Aid in
Hastings, Nebraska.

5) Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium—The Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium, located in Omaha, is Nebraska's
top paid attendance attraction with over two million visitors per year. The zoo includes several notable exhibits.
It features the largest cat complex in North America; "Kingdoms of the Night" is the world's largest nocturnal
exhibit and indoor swamp; the Lied Jungle is one of the world's largest indoor rainforests, and the "Desert
Dome" is one of the world's largest indoor deserts, as well as the largest glazed geodesic dome in the world.
The complex is nationally known for its leadership in animal conservation and research.

6) International Quilt Study Center and Museum—The International Quilt Study Center and Museum is
located on the east campus of the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. It is home to the largest known public
collection of quilts in the world. The collection now numbers more than 4000 quilts from 24 countries, dating
from the early 18th century to the present. The museum includes a state-of-the-art research and storage space,
educational displays, and custom-crafted galleries where selections from the collections and special exhibitions
are shown to the public on a rotating basis.

7) John G. Neihardt State Historic Site—The Neihardt Center, located in Bancroft, Nebraska, features
museum exhibits about the poet laureate, John G. Neihardt. The center features the original one-room study
where Neihardt wrote many of his works, as well as a Native American Sacred Hoop Prayer Garden, designed
by Neihardt, and a library with materials about Neihardt's life and legacy. Neihardt is best known for his 1932
classic, Black Elk Speaks, the story about the visions of the Lakota medicine man, Black Elk.

8) Joslyn Art Museum—The Joslyn Art Museum is located in Omaha, and is the only art museum in the state
with a comprehensive, permanent collection. Best known for its collection of 18t and 19t Century American and
European artists, the museum is particularly popular with urban school children and art teachers. Housed in an
immense art deco structure built in 1931, it includes 38 different types of marble.

9) Museum of Nebraska Art—The Museum of Nebraska Art (MONA) is located in Kearney, Nebraska and is
affiliated with the University of Nebraska-Kearney. It houses the official Nebraska art collection, comprised of
artists who were born, raised, or who have lived in Nebraska. In addition to its role as a museum, MONA is host
to several special programs. It cultivates close relationships with public schools and frequently has students in
for art viewing, hands-on art-making events, and summer art camps.

10) Nebraska History Museum—The Nebraska History Museum is located in downtown Lincoln and is the
primary collections showplace of The Nebraska State Historical Society, a Nebraska state agency. Interpreting
10,000+ years of human history in Nebraska, the museum has collections and research featuring archeology,
photographs, manuscripts, library volumes, moving images, sound recordings, and government records, 1854 to
the present.

11) Nebraska Prairie Museum—The Nebraska Prairie Museum is located in Holdrege, Phelps County,
Nebraska and contains an exceptionally fine collection of over one acre of indoor exhibits. It includes collections
of period clothing, antique toys, farm equipment, tools and household items, and a unique W.W.II German
prisoner of war exhibit room.

12) Nebraska State Office of the CIO—The Nebraska State Office of the CIO (OCIO) is the physical location of
Nebraska’s largest publicly owned data center, and over 300 I.T. professionals working for 90 state agencies.
The OCIO has recently embarked on a statewide consolidation of physical and human infrastructure, and
implementation of advanced project management techniques to improve efficiency and reduce costs. The CIO
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and public information officer are eager to teach about agile development and 21t century software
development, change management, resilient telecommunications infrastructure.

13) Neligh Mill State Historic Site—Neligh Mill is a historic renovation of an actual water-powered flour mill
built in 1873 by John Neligh, founder of the community. The mill still houses all of the original equipment from
when it operated, up through 1969. Operated by the Nebraska State Historical Society, permanent staff are
available to interpret the importance of flour mills to Nebraska and to western agricultural efforts.

14) Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum-The “SAC” museum, as it is nicknamed, is located
along Interstate 80 near Ashland, Nebraska. The mission of the museum is to preserve and display historic
aircraft, missile, and space vehicles and provide educational resources. It is regarded as having one of the top
collections of strategic aircraft in the U.S. With over three dozen restored aircraft and rockets, this museum
features STEM instruction for all age groups.

15) Trailside Museum of Natural History—The Trailside Museum, on the historic Fort Robinson State Park
campus near Crawford, Nebraska is located in the extreme northwest corner of the state. Featuring the only
fossil exhibit of fighting woolly mammoths locked in combat, it is also home to area fossil displays and a
significant rock and mineral collection. The Trailside Museum is operated by the University of Nebraska State
Museum, located in Lincoln.

16) Willa Cather State Historic Site—The Willa Cather Foundation operates the Willa Cather Center, located
in Red Cloud, Nebraska. The Willa Cather Center is dedicated to preserving the archives and settings
associated with Willa Cather (1873-1947), a Pulitzer Prize-winning author, and promoting the appreciation of
her work. The Foundation maintains six historic properties representative of this historic time period.

This new or augmented content will build on the storied success of their colleagues from these experienced
Nebraska virtual trip providers, and empower new student audiences to benefit from similar programs:

e Agate Fossil Beds National Monument, Harrison
o Geology/Paleontology at Agate Fossil Beds, Grades K-12, 1 class period
e Durham Museum, Omaha
o Building of the Transcontinental Railroad, Grades 4-8, 1 class period
o Art Deco in Architecture, Grades 5-8, 1 class period
o Virtual Vault-WWII Trunk, Any Age Group, 15 minutes
o Virtual Vault-Money Matters, Any Age Group, 15 minutes
o Virtual Vault-Unique Nebraska, Any Age Group, 15 minutes
e Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium, Omaha
o Penguins, Grades K-7, 30-60 minutes
o Desert Adaptations, Grades K-7, 45 minutes
o Endangered Species, Grades 6-12, 45-60 minutes
o Rainforests, Grades K-7, 30-60 minutes
o Ocean Life, Grades K-7, 30-60 minutes
e Homestead National Monument, Beatrice
o A Day in the Life of a Homesteader, Grades 3-5, 1 class period
o A School Day in 1872, Grades K-5, 1 class period
o Follow the Buffalo, Grades K-8, 1 class period
o The Homestead Act of 1862, Grades 3-8, 1 class period
e University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln
o Animals in the Hall, Grades PreK-2, 30 minutes (with classroom kit)
o Elephants in Your Backyard: Making Teeth Talk, Grades 4-8, 45 minutes (with classroom Kkit)
o TUSKER POWERI, All Age Groups, 30 minutes
o Evolution Examined!, Grade 7-10, 45 minutes (with classroom Kkit)
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The Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will equip
16 nonprofit educational content providers and virtual field trip developers with the equipment
necessary to directly serve up to 3,827 K-12 students, multiple times, from 19 different student
populations residing in 13 different school buildings from 10 different rural communities with at least 16
new content programs by the end of the third year of the grant.

Local community involvement in planning, implementing, and financial assistance of the project.

Eleven of the 18 Educational Service Units (ESUs) were directly involved in the planning and preparation of
these grant materials, and also pledge their support throughout the grant period, working with their end-user
schools and hub site content providers. (See attached support letter from the Educational Service Unit
Coordinating Council) The ESUs have an invaluable wealth of knowledge of successful videoconferencing due,
in part, to their involvement with distance learning dating all the way back to 1992 up through the present. As
equipment and technologies have changed, the ESUs helped their school districts and administrators to make
the migration from analog to digital to IP-base, and now to cloud-based videoconferencing.

High speed broadband in rural Nebraska is a very challenging issue. In many communities, there is only one
Internet provider and the speed of Internet is often less than 10Mbps. This is also true of some of the emerging
content providers. Some school districts felt it so important to get their local museums connected that they have
pledged their own fiber-based Internet to be shared with the content providers.

Example 1: Trailside Museum of Natural History in Crawford, Nebraska could only get 3Mbps of Internet through
their provider so they will install a microwave wireless pathway of 20Mbps-50Mbps from its premise to Crawford
Public Schools, a distance of about 3.1 miles. This cost of this service is about $3,500 and will be paid for by the
University of Nebraska State Museum so that the Trailside Museum will be able to share the public school's
pathway to the statewide network, Network Nebraska, to do distance learning for the very first time.

Example 2: The John G. Neihardt Center in Bancroft, Nebraska could only get 6Mbps of Internet access so the
superintendent of the local school district and president of the Neihardt foundation fund raised $7,000 so fiber
optic cable could be pulled from the Neihardt Center to Bancroft-Rosalie Public Schools, a distance of .5 miles,
so the Neihardt Center will be able to share the public school's pathway to the statewide network, Network
Nebraska, to do distance learning for the very first time.

Example 3: The Chimney Rock National Historic Site’s Internet is so slow that they have to use a cellular
hotspot to carry out their point-of-sale transactions in their gift shop. Bayard Public Schools, about 3.5 miles
away, has pledged to accept a microwave pathway from the Chimney Rock Visitor's Center and Museum, so
the distance eduators will be able to share the public school’s pathway to the statewide network, Network
Nebraska, to do distance learning for the very first time.

Example 4: The Willa Cather Center in Red Cloud, Nebraska had Internet speeds of only 20Mbps on a good
day, which was after a recent upgrade. After a recent visit by First Lady, Laura Bush, to celebrate literacy, the
Willa Cather Foundation pledged to raise the needed funds to connect to the Internet with fiber, in order to start
their virtual field trip program for the very first time.

The Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska would not have had
the necessary background and experience, had it not been through the many USDA RUS DLT grant projects
that have been funded to Nebraska schools, ESUs, colleges, and telehealth over the past two decades. Each
funded project has fostered increased innovation, new technologies, more collaboration and partnerships, and
the secure feeling that technology can bridge huge geographic distances, help offset the natural inequities
experienced in rural Nebraska and increase educational opportunities and improved health care through
videoconferencing. The earlier funded projects for Nebraska K-12 was mainly aimed at the exchange of
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accredited courses and dual credit from community colleges. The grant proposal, Beyond Nebraska 150:
Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska, will mainly focus on K-8 students, with some extraordinary content
aimed at Grade 9-12 students.

After reading the letter from the Rural Development State Director, Denise Brosius-Meeks, we believe that the
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska is very consistent with,
and complementary to, the State’s strategic plan and objectives prepared by the Rural Development State
Director of the United States Department of Agriculture. (See Tab K)
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301 Centennial Mall South
P.O. Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

1eL  402.471.2295

Fax  402.471.0117

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

July 14, 2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S 14" Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

Dear Mr. Toner:

It is my pleasure to write a letter in support of the USDA RUS DLT proposal being submitted to you by the State of
Nebraska, Office of the Chief Information Officer. As the Digital Learning Director at the Nebraska Department of
Education | wish to show my support for this effort to assist Nebraska museums and science centers with the
development and delivery of high quality videoconferencing content to Nebraska rural and economically challenged
schools.

This project would provide additional support to many students in Nebraska schools and community colleges.
Currently a very limited number of museums provide virtualized content. This project proposal would dramatically
increase the number of museums, science centers and zoos to provide standards-aligned content to the most rural
and economically challenged schools in Nebraska. These student populations have not been able to fully participate in
many of the events Nebraska organizations have organized related to the celebration of the Nebraska
Sesquicentennial. :

In the proposal, twenty-eight museums and science centers were invited to participate, based on their geographical
remoteness, readiness to virtualize their content, and their human and technical capacity to take on this project.
Twenty-one elementary and middle schools were invited to participate, based on their rurality and economic need.
Significant support, training and facilitation will be provided by the State of Nebraska, the University of Nebraska, the
Nebraska State Historical Society, the Nebraska Department of Education, and the Educational Service Unit
Coordinating Council. The statewide network, Network Nebraska, interconnects 100% of Nebraska school districts and
colleges to high speed broadband and affordable Internet through optical fiber which will supply the capacity to carry
high definition videoconferencing throughout the life of this grant program and beyond. The proposal’s potential to
bring strong learning opportunities to rural and economically challenged schools is one of great excitement and would
provide much needed support to digital learning throughout Nebraska.

Please feel free to contact me at 402-471-4366 or via email at Dorann.Avey@nebraska.gov if you have any additional
questions.

Sincerely,

Dstamne ey

Dorann Avey
Digital Learning Director

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




r |
N EBRASKA

aYay
o

Coordinating Council

A y

2657 44t Ave.
Columbus, NE 68601
July 14, 2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14t Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

As the Director of Blended and Distance Learning for the Educational Service Unit Coordinating
Council (ESUCC), | support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for grant funds from
the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This project will propel the work of the Educational Service Unit distance learning support team. One
of the goals of this team is to enhance and enrich teaching and learning by providing learning
opportunities to classrooms in Nebraska from content resources within the state and beyond.

A parallel project that will support the Beyond NE 150 is the Virtual Field Trip (VFT) Program currently
sponsored by Nebraska Educational Technology Association (NETA). This program is supported also
by ESUCC and Nebraska Distance Learning Association (NDLA). The program has $20,000 available to
schools to access programs from providers where there is a fee. The NETA fund will be available to all
of Nebraska schools starting in the Fall, 2017.

ESUCC also is the host of the distance learning clearinghouse, Nebraska Virtual Instruction Source
(NVIS). This resource, found at http://nvis.esucc.org is a database of course exchange. In addition to
course offered through the distance learning system, there are VFT records that school teachers and
leaders can search. Details in the provider record include program information and contacts.
Teachers use the contact information to schedule a VFT. All providers in this grant project will be
added to this resource. Schools will then be able to search providers in the grant project through
NVIS.




Finally, ESUCC partners with NDLA to provide a content providers workshop in November. This will be
a training opportunity for those organizations that are “getting started” in providing learning
programs. This workshop has been offered for five years to NE providers. Each year, there has been
an increase in attendance, an increase in programs offered, and an increase the quality of the
programs evidenced in post-evaluations.

I look forward to adding nearly 20 additional providers for Nebraska schools to the VFT list through
this grant project. In my opinion, Beyond Nebraska 150 will greatly impact the opportunities for our
students.

Sincerely
Lot b
Beth Kabes

Director of Blended and Distance Learning
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
July 12, 2017

Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer, State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

The Nebraska State Historical Society (NSHS) supports the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for
grant funds from the USDA RUS DLT grant program. This funding will assist NSHS in developing and delivering
educational programs about Nebraska history to all parts of the state through distance learning and virtual
tours. While all 4™ grade students across the state study Nebraska History, students in more rural and lower-
funded districts have considerably fewer opportunities to learn at the places where history has been made.
Distance learning technology will allow these students to benefit from the teaching with historic objects,
photographs, and places that is core to our on-site school tour programs.

Four of the NSHS sites will use distance learning technology funded through the grant to significantly expand
learning opportunities for students. Within the three year grant period, staff at each site will develop at least
one 30-45 minute program that connects students with the historic site and related objects through interactive
presentations aligned with state standards. The four sites to be included are:

Chimney Rock National Historic Site 9822 Road 75 Bayard, NE 69334
Neligh Mill State Historic Site N Street & Wylie Drive Neligh, NE 68756
John G. Neihardt State Historic Site Elm & Washington Sts. Bancroft, NE 68004
Nebraska History Museum 131 Centennial Mall North Lincoln, NE 68508

The Chimney Rock National Historic Site near Bayard, is a significant landmark on the Oregon, California, and
Mormon Trails; Neligh Mill State Historic Site, interprets agricultural history and town-building; the John G.
Neihardt State Historic Site in Bancroft, interprets the life and worl of Nebraska’s Poet Laureate in Perpetuity
and author of “Black Elk Speaks”; and the Nebraska History Museum interprets 10,000+ years of human history
in this place. The Willa Cather State Historic Site in Red Cloud will offer programming via this grant through a
separate agreement with the Willa Cather Foundation, which operates that site under contract with the NSHS.

The Nebraska State Historical Society is the only entity responsible for collecting, preserving, and opening to all
the history of the entire state. Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because the
study of history is essential to creating personal identity, teaching critical thinking skills, fostering engaged
citizens and inspiring leadership. Providing resources to Nebraska history students across 77,000 square miles
is an obvious challenge. Distance learning and virtual field trips will allow expansion of the core educational
programs based on teaching with historic objects, photographs, manuscripts, places, and the wisdom of elders.
Connecting students with the authentic resources of the past through virtual field trips and distance learning
will engage students who might otherwise miss opportunities to experience history firsthand.

‘ 1500 R Street
PO Box 82554
hés, CEQ/Director Lincoln, NE 68501-2554

Nebraska State Historical Society p: (800) 833-6747
(402) 471-3270

f: (402) 471-3100
www.nebraskahistory.org




United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL MONUMENT SERVICE
Agate Fossil Beds National Monument
301 River Road
Harrison, Nebraska 69346

July 13, 2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is pleased to encourage the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application
for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location:
Agate Fossil Beds National Monument 301 River Road Harrison, Nebraska 69346

As a content provider of curriculum-based science and social studies subject matter based on our world-class
paleontology and ethnographic resources, the monument is delighted that this USDA RUS grant proposal will allow
regional school districts across Nebraska and around the globe to share in the educational programming at our site.

As Superintendent of Agate Fossil Beds National Monument, I confirm that our entity has sufficient external
bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objeotives of this grant project (in collaboration
with our non-federal partners and cooperating association) to share videoconferencing content between the monument
and Nebraska school districts.

I also confirm that neither Agate Fossil Beds National Monument nor the monument’s cooperating association,
Oregon Trail Museum Association (OTMA), have been applicants or received grant funding from the 2014, 2015,
2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and that OTMA is not a participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017
grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received by OTMA in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives
of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because it allows us to connect with educational
communities and audiences that are not able to visit the monument and experience the special resources that we
preserve and protect for the public. This USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical
Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in fulfilling our mission of fostering a new generation of stewards of our
shared national heritage; educating them to preserve and protect that heritage for the use and enjoyment of this and
future generations.

Superintendent




United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Homestead National Monument of America
8523 W. State Hwy 4
Beatrice, Nebraska 68310-0673

IN REPLY REFER TO: www.nps.govhome

6.A.1 (HOME)

July 14, 2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14th Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

Dear Mr. Toner:

We are excited to be able to share Homestead National Monument of America with the
American Public.

We wish to confirm our commitiment to participate, as a community partner with the Education
Service Unit Nebraska in the Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska
schools in support for the State of Nebraska Office of the Chief Information Officer’s application
for grant funds for the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Distance Learning &
Telemetric (USDA RUS DLT) grant program.

Homestead embraces the opportunity to be a part of this program and to collaborate with others
affiliated with the Nebraska “Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska
Schools”. We look forward to partnering with you and others through this multi-year public
program initiative. Homestead has a rich history of promoting distance learning programs since
1998 and educating students around the United States with this technology.

We are excited about the opportunity to work in partnership with the Education Service Unit
Nebraska team. We know that this project will strive to do the kind of public engagement work
that shared humanities study can best achieve—cultivating networks of understanding based in
the shared elements of our national culture which can be most engaging. A tool that we can
utilize in achieving this would be distance learning technology that is presently used to engage
students throughout the United States. We see the project as consistent with our current goals
and practices used. This grant proposal will provide funding to purchase a mobile cart system for
each participating entity that will send Virtual Field Trip content to Nebraska schools,
specifically targeting high-poverty and rural schools.




Homestead National Monument of America looks fornvard to joining the “Beyond Nebraska 130
Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools™ weam.
Sincerely,

S

Sue Bruns
Acting Superintendent




United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
Scotts Bluff National Monument
P.O. Box 27
Gering, Nebraska 69341

July 13,2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer

State of Nebraska

501S. 14" Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Scotts Bluff National Monument is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s
application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant prograni.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Scotts Bluff National Monument 190276 Old Oregon Trail Gering, Nebraska 69341

As Superintendent for Scotts Bluff National Monument, I can confirm that our entity has sufficient
external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant
project, which is to share videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school
districts. :

I can also confirm that Scotts Bluff National Monument has not been an applicant or received grant
funding from the 2014, 2015, and 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other
USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way
duplicates or replicates the objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because many audiences are not able
to travel to these sites due to long distances and budget restrictions. This grant also will assist children
with disabilities to be able to enjoy and learn about these sites. This USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond
Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in fulfllhng our
mission of educating the next generations about the importance of protecting and preserving these special
places.

Sincerely,

2 ; .
Dan L Morford
Superintendent




State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer

Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab C-6:
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab C-6: Innovativeness of the Project

The very technology of videoconferencing is not innovative. In fact, it is not new, with the foundations of audio
and video coding and decoding stretching back over 30 years.

However, the way the technology is implemented, or the way that the technology can be miniaturized or made
mobile, or conducted in new, more affordable ways, can be innovative.

Videoconferencing in remodeled classrooms used to cost from $50,000 to $100,000 per classroom. Mobile cart
videoconferencing technology brought the cost down to $15,000 to $30,000, depending on the codec
manufacturer. And now, cloud-based videoconferencing technology can reduce the equipment cost down to
around $1,000 to $1,500 for a well-equipped laptop computer that serves one or a just a few people. However,
nonprofit content providers in hub sites still have need for slightly more sophisticated codec carts, with the ability
to connect to a variety of peripherals (e.g. laptop for digital images and video, additional point, tilt, zoom camera,
wireless headset microphone, and Chroma key, green screen technology).

The Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska will explore the
newest, most affordable, full featured codec carts for the hub site content providers, estimated under $7,000,
and a full featured, laptop-based mobile cart for the end-user sites, estimated at around $4,500. This is a
dramatic reduction in cost from similarly functioned carts of only a few years ago. These units will be capable of
direct, point-to-point IP dialing, or they can connect through Nebraska's Zoom videoconferencing cloud, and the
Nebraska Office of the CIO also has reserved ports on a centralized MCU bridge, only if necessary. The real-
time “handshaking” between the two different videoconferencing systems, without the use of an enterprise MCU
bridge is innovative, at least for Nebraska. Cloud-based videoconferencing, with over 20,000 licenses, is only
entering its second year.

The empowerment of the individual classroom teacher to seek out and personally connect to the hub site
content provider is innovative. This connection used to be pre-scheduled by a distance learning coordinator with
reserved space on an MCU bridge, and connections had to be manually tested prior to the event. Now, the
Zoom Pro technology is so reliable and simple that it is almost “point and click”.

The ambitious scope of this project is to develop 14 new content providers, and augment two existing content
providers with new, compatible equipment and to empower them to begin offering new programs to 19 target
school populations within one year of equipment delivery is innovative. The State of Nebraska Office of the CIO,
in partnership with the Educational Service Units, will support these entities. The University of Nebraska State
Museum has suggested forming a new statewide consortium of nonprofit (hub site) content providers as part of
this grant, so that the education specialists can learn from each other.

The many and varied environments of the hub site content providers (e.g. an indoor/outdoor zoo, an immense
aircraft hangar, an in situ fossil bone bed, an 86-year old museum with 12" thick walls, or multiple floors of a
museum exhibit gallery) will present unique challenges. This grant project aims to overcome these challenges
by testing out new adaptations such as wireless microphones, augmented LED lighting, camera pre-sets, and in
some cases, internal Wi-Fi networks, and also running HD videoconferencing over microwave circuits. Although
not a funded technology with this grant, several content providers would like to try out green screen, Chroma
key technology to be able to show still images and moving video behind the presenter.

And finally, the development of a statewide educational support network to assist the hub site content providers
will be new for Nebraska, as well as the focus on K-8 students and their teachers.

The increased exposure to HD desktop videoconferencing by more students and more educators in an
educational environment will increase the likelihood that they will use it in their own personal lives. Industry
specialists are predicting that videoconferencing services in the U.S. should reach $6.4 billion by the year 2020,
up from the current $3.3 billion. (Source https://cloudtweaks.com/2015/03/15-cloud-based-video-conferencing-
services-start-ups-enterprises/)

The findings and knowledge gained from this project should be replicable to other statewide implementations.
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab C-7: Cost Effectiveness of the Project

This criterion will be used to evaluate the cost effectiveness of the application based on the extent that
cost-efficiency is considered in delivering the services in the project. The following issues should
be addressed under this criterion:

1. The extent to which the applicant has considered various technological options for delivering the
services. The applicant must provide sufficient documentation reflecting accepted analytical and
financial methodologies to substantiate its choice of technology as the most cost-effective option. A
spreadsheet showing initial cost and annual costs of all considered alternative technologies and
implementations can offer strong support for a good score in this category. Explain the assumptions
and sources for cost information used in the comparison.

RUS will consider the applicant's documentation and analysis comparing various systems and
technologies.

2. Whether buying or leasing specific equipment is more cost effective.

3. The extent to which the project will utilize other existing networks at the regional, statewide, national
or international levels. To the extent possible, educational and health care networks should be
designed to utilize the widest practicable number of other networks that expand the capabilities of
the project, thereby affording rural residents opportunities that may not be available at the local
level. The ability to connect to the Internet alone cannot be used as the sole basis to fulfill this
criteria.

4. The extent to which the facilities being constructed with the grant provided to entities other than the
applicant, will be utilized to extend or enhance the benefits of the project.

5. The extent to which the project utilizes existing telecommunications transmission facilities that could
provide the transmission path for the needed services. For projects that do not utilize existing
transmission facilities, RUS will consider documentation explaining the necessity of this option.
RUS will also consider any agreements between the applicant and other entities for sharing
transmission facilities to lower the fixed costs of such facilities.

The Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools seeks to
acquire the most functional, most affordable videoconferencing technology solution available to carry out the
objectives and deliverables of this grant, and to take full advantage of the statewide network, Network Nebraska,
which already serves the 245 public school districts of Nebraska. (www.networknebraska.net)

Major Technological Decision #1—Lease vs. Purchase

Purchasing Equipment

Pros:

1. Provides more options and increased flexibility since organizations have total control over what they
purchase.

2. Endpoints and infrastructure can be customized to meet the organizations exact specifications and
requirements.
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Cons:

1. Larger upfront costs associated with purchasing equipment.

2. Equipment can become outdated prior to it wearing out.

3. The equipment can be complex and difficult to install and maintain if an organization does not have the right
technical resources.

Leasing Equipment

Pros:

1. No upfront costs & predictable monthly payments.

2. Equipment is easier to update and replace, giving organizations access to the latest and greatest technology.

Cons:

1. In the long run, leasing is normally much more expensive than purchasing and organizations will always have
an equipment lease payment.

2. Leasing is more complex as it requires more paperwork, credit checks, and financial information to procure.

The decision to lease or purchase often comes down to how much flexibility an organization needs and how
much cash they have on hand for an upfront purchase. Depending on budgets, this comes down to if an
organization would prefer to purchase the equipment as a cap-ex or op-ex expense. (Source:
https://www.ivci.com/bloglist/should-conferencing-equipment/ )

Since this grant project traverses the entire state of Nebraska, that there is not an abundance of hardware
providers willing to serve the entire state with leased equipment, and that the lifespan of new videoconferencing
equipment can be from five to seven year, the decision was made to purchase, rather than lease
videoconferencing equipment.

Major Technological Decision #2—Strictly on-premise codecs with MCUs, cloud-based, or a hybrid
videoconferencing system

Challenges with a traditional on-premise solution

1. Interoperability with other videoconferencing solutions, due to differences in protocols, proprietary
standards, and aging equipment

Connectivity with outside entities from a secure network and firewalls

Unknown capacity and demand requirements

Capital expenditures with cyclical upgrading and refreshing infrastructure

Specialized and skilled staff required to support, manage, and maintain equipment and support users
Level of bandwidth and network needs

IS

Advantages of a cloud-based system

1. Cloud-based virtual meeting rooms provide the interoperability between many different types of protocols
and equipment

2. With public cloud systems, each user dials out, so less threat is presented to the end user’s network

3. Bandwidth demands are more constant and predictable since only the entity’s end user equipment is
involved

4. Cloud-based systems become operational expenditures, which are more constant over time

5. With coding and decoding in the cloud, no specialized or skilled staff are required, except for the training
and support of new users

6. Cloud videoconferencing tends to be lower latency, providing the service provider has multiple points of
presence and preferred peering relationships with Tier 1 Internet Service Providers
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Since cloud-based videoconferencing is relatively new to Nebraska K-12, and almost unknown to the new hub
site content providers, and the fact that Nebraska has almost 800 codecs still in operation within K-12
classrooms, and that hub site content providers prefer a codec-based option, the decision was made to go with
a hybrid videoconferencing system, one that takes full advantage of the low-cost entry point and flexibility of
Zoom Pro functionality, but still makes use of the high-powered on-premise codec carts for content providers. In
this hybrid solution, with the use of Zoom CRC ports, the need for enterprise MCU bridges should be minimal.

(Source: http://www.videocentric.co.uk/thesolution/cloud-prem-hybrid/

Major Technological Decision #3—Polycom vs. Lifesize vs. Cisco vs. Aver

Rapid, but comprehensive research was conducted with resellers of Polycom, Lifesize, Cisco and Aver, and
Aver was determined to be the most affordable, most feature-filled codec mobile cart for the hub site content
providers. To compare, Polycom quoted around $32,700 for their mobile cart, which included an ongoing
maintenance plan. Cisco is moving toward a sound tracking digital camera system located within a speaker
soundbar, but lacked the flexibility of a codec to connect presentation peripherals. Lifesize was acquired by
Logitech in 2009, and recent stock market transactions by Logitech introduces pause when dealing with this line
of equipment. Aver, although fourth in national market share, has a solid audio and video product manufactured
in Japan and the company seems committed to keeping up its business and educational markets and support.

Major Technological Decision #4—Commodity Internet Service, Wireless or Network Nebraska

Nebraska K-12 school districts have the advantage of being connected to Network Nebraska with 100% leased
lit fiber optic networking, with a minimum school district bandwidth of 100Mbps. Network Nebraska manages a
1,430 mile statewide backbone, with bandwidth capacity of 2Gbps to 10Gbps, and has a reliability metric of
99.99%. The statewide purchase of commodity Internet access and commercial and private peering bandwidth
is up to 85Gbps for 2017-18, and advertises a startlingly low rate of just $ .24/Mbps/month for K-12 entities that
take advantage of the E-rate program. Since Network Nebraska presents such a robust, reliable network,
already in operation, Network Nebraska was the transport option of choice for all of the end-user school district
sites.

For the 16 hub sites not already connected to Network Nebraska, their current Internet Service Provider will be
satisfactory, except for five locations, where two are getting wireless microwave connections to Network
Nebraska educational hosts (i.e. Chimney Rock State Historical Site, Trailside Museum of Natural History), one
location is getting a fiber optic connection to a Network Nebraska educational host (i.e. Neihardt Center in
Bancroft, NE), one location is getting a 100Mbps fiber connection directly to Network Nebraska (i.e. Ashfall
Fossil Beds State Historic Site) and one is getting a new fiber optic ISP connection (i.e. Willa Cather Center in
Red Cloud, NE). (See Tab C-5).
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer

Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab C-8: Specia
Consideration

(Native lands)
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer

Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab C-8. Special Consideration

The State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
seeks special consideration scoring on the grant proposal, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical
Content for Nebraska Schools since FOUR (4) of the invited school districts (end-user sites) are
Nebraska public schools which reside on tribal trust areas or tribal jurisdictional areas.

We contacted Danelle Daugherty, Deputy Regional Director of the Great Plains Regional Office,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Aberdeen, South Dakota, and she referred us to Mr. Monte LeBeau of the
Winnebago Agency in Winnebago, Nebraska. Mr. LeBeau sent the attached GIS boundary maps of the
Santee Sioux Reservation, and Winnebago and Omaha Reservations.

Therein you will find the following public school districts, which are invited participants and end-user
sites in this grant proposal:

School District Reservation Address City, ST Zip Geo-coordinates

Winnebago PS Winnebago 202 Osborne  Winnebago, NE 68071 42.238663,-96.473995
Macy (UMO n HO n Nation) PS Omaha 470 Main St.  Macy, NE 68039 42.113207,-96.355302
Walthill PS Omaha 602 Main St.  Walthill, NE 68067 42.148481, -96.489816
Santee PS Santee 206 E. Frazier Niobrara, NE 68760 42.839579, -97.849649

If you have questions about this documentation, please contact the Project Officer, Tom Rolfes,
tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969.

DUNS 135074961 CAGE: 5R1S7  Project Officer: Tom Rolfes, tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969




OID 3HL 40 321440
eleq [ejedsoas sexyseiqayy B BT

|
dVWEXSLIGEN IR \/GVAH G N
salepunog Aluno)
suonansunp [equl vig
S8)ig J8sn - pul
s8yjs gnH
se)g suogyoeg Ao

# ol ]G L]

ujooun ‘

sdqo 04 .mm wm:
2 pue|s| pueis
sdgo ol sdgo 2
eyBWO w*/‘

X njgsno
‘ﬁ,.t_ntom

sdao z N\

S|O0Y2S BYSkIGIN 40} JuUajuos) [esnniin Buizijenlip
:0G L e)YselqaN puohag




Winnebago & Omaha Reservation Boundary
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Santee Reservation

/

7

=
L]

Y|

|-,

7 "1‘204¢T‘z§>’48|

s

1T

47»;4%7%
i:-\". 3

05057

=

I

T

[FIT-

EL]

s

TTFITTT

>
&5
1

[ET AT

| 1 VS N48Z ]~ "
- ) j % Jo] * ! ) &
et O S S i e

7 o YL S HS o ] & |
= 0 L B 4 ] 6 8 e i A3 Map-€Ereated by Ant
- — U\J\I — N .\ : Miles \'. \ N N \ ‘]
— = o T = ' . |
—] e T O e ! i L g

0 - el 8. b

oindtte Kyn




Rolfes, Tom

From: Flores, Monica <monica.flores@bia.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2017 4:34 PM

To: Rolfes, Tom

Cc: LeBeau, Monte; Nilah Solomon

Subject: Re: Request

Attachments: Tribal Jurisdiction Area_Santee Nation_2017.pdf; Tribal Jurisdiction

Area_Winnebago&0Omaha_2017.pdf

Good Afternoon Mr. Rolfes-

Superintendent, Mr. LeBeau asked that I assist you in this matter. Attached you will find pdf maps for all three
reservations, Winnebago, Omaha and Santee. I hope this helps with your request.
If you have additional questions, please give me a call or email. Thanks.

On Mon, Jul 10, 2017 at 8:14 AM, LeBeau, Monte <monte.lebeau@bia.gov> wrote:
Good morning,

Could you take care of this.

thanks.

| e Forwarded message ----------
' From: Rolfes, Tom <Tom.Rolfes@nebraska.gov>

Date: Thu, Jul 6, 2017 at 12:44 PM

Subject: Request

To: "Monte LeBeau (monte.lebeau(@bia.gov)" <monte.lebeau@bia.gov>
Cc: "Timm, Jeff" <jeff.timm@nebraska.gov>

Mr. LeBeau:

B got your name and contact information from Danelle Daugherty at the Great Plains Regional Office.

Our agency is considering submission of a USDA-Rural Utilities Services Distance Learning Grant to provide
new distance learning equipment for up to 12 Nebraska schools that are rural and economically challenged,

| including the school districts of Santee Public Schools, Winnebago Public Schools, and UMO N HO N

Nation Public Schools.

As requested in the grant materials,




RUS will offer special consideration to applications that contain at least one end-user site within a trust
area or a tribal jurisdictional area, a “Strike Force” area or a “Promise Zone”. Such applications will be
awarded 15 points. The application will need to include a map showing the end-user site(s) located in
the Special Consideration area, as well as the geographical coordinate(s), and physical street
address(es) of the end-user site(s).

For those applications that propose end-user sites in a trust area or a tribal jurisdictional area, the
applicant will also need to submit evidence indicating that the area where the end-user site is
located is a trust area or a tribal jurisdictional area. The following resources may be used to
provide evidence to support whether a particular end-user site is located in trust area or tribal
Jjurisdictional area:

e Official maps of Federal Indian Reservations based on information compiled by the U.
S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs and made available to the public;




e Title Status Reports issued by the U. S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs
showing that title to such land is held in trust or is subject to restrictions imposed by the United
States;

e Trust Asset and Accounting Management System data, maintained by the Department of the
Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs;

I was wondering if you could help me by A) confirming that the Santee, Winnebago, and Omaha reservations
exist as either a frust area or a tribal jurisdictional area; and B) provide or point me toward an official map(s)

. provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs showing these reservations.

' We have GIS specialists here in our agency who can match the school district addresses with data layers of

tribal property, if that is easier.

Our grant assembly deadline is Friday, July 14, 2017.

Thank you in advance,

Tom Rolfes

Education I.T. Manager

Office of the Chief Information Officer and

Nebraska Information Technology Commission

501 S. 14" Street, P.O. Box 95045

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

OFFICE 402.471.7969




tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov

cio.nebraska.gov | Facebook | Twitter

Network Nebraska www.networknebraska.net

Do all the good you can. By all the means you can.

In all the ways you can. In all the places you can.

" At all the times you can. To all the people you can.

. As long as ever you can. —John Wesley

Monte D. Le Beau
Superintendent
Winnebago Agency
402-878-2502 (Office)
712-294-4352 (cell)
402-878-2943 (fax)

Monica Flores

Realty Officer

Winnebago Agency

RR 1, Box 18-Hwy 75 South

Winnebago, NE 68071
402-878-2475 Office
402-878-4472 Fax

Warning: This e-mail may contain Privacy Act Data/Sensitive Data which is intended only for the use of the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. It may
contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure under applicable laws. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any distribution or copy of this email is strictly prohibited.
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab D: Scope of Work & Budget Worksheet

Please see additional sheet for Scope of Work table with Activities, Responsible Parties, and approximate

Timeline.

Project Implementation

e OCIO:

o

O
o]
[e]

Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer, Lincoln, NE
Julie Heyen, Controller, Lincoln, NE
Tom Rolfes, Project Officer, Lincoln, NE

Video, networking, and technical team members as required
o ESU Distance Learning Coordinators

o ESU 01: Jim Hopkins, Technology Director, Wakefield, NE
o ESU 02 : Diane Wolfe, Distance Learning Coordinator, Fremont, NE
o [ESU 05: Ryan McDowell, Distance Learning Coordinator, Beatrice, NE
o [ESU 07: Mark Brady, Distance Learning Coordinator, Columbus, NE
o [ESU 08: Molly Aschoff, Distance Learning Coordinator, Neligh, NE
o [ESU 09: Gary Needham, Distance Learning Coordinator, Hastings, NE
o [ESU 10: Jason Everett, Distance Learning Coordinator, Kearney, NE
o ESU 11: Jody Bauer, Distance Learning Coordinator, Holdrege, NE
o ESU 13: B. J. Peters, Distance Learning Coordinator, Scottsbluff, NE
o ESU 16: Scott Jones, Distance Learning Coordinator, North Platte, NE
o ESU 18: Linda Dickeson, Distance Learning Coordinator, Lincoln, NE
o ESU 19: Rob Dickson, Director of Technology, Omaha, NE
e Hub Sites
o Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park Royal, NE
o Chimney Rock State Historical Site Bayard, NE
o Durham Museum Omaha, NE
o Hastings Museum Hastings, NE
o Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Omaha, NE
o International Quilt Study Center and Museum Lincoln, NE
o John G. Neihardt State Historic Site Bancroft, NE
o Joslyn Art Museum Omaha, NE
o Museum of Nebraska Art Kearney, NE
o Nebraska History Museum Lincoln, NE
o Nebraska Prairie Museum Holdrege, NE
o Nebraska State Office of the CIO Lincoln, NE
o Neligh Mill State Historic Site Neligh, NE
o Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum Ashland, NE
o Trailside Museum of Natural History Crawford, NE
o Willa Cather State Historic Site Red Cloud, NE
e End-User Sites
o Bayard Public School (K-12) Bayard, NE
o Harvard Elementary School (K-6) Harvard, NE
o Madison Elementary School (K-5) Madison, NE
o Madison Middle School (6-8) Madison, NE
o Minatare Public School (K-12) Minatare, NE
o Niobrara Elementary School (K-5) Niobrara, NE
o Santee Elementary School (K-6) Niobrara, NE
o Schuyler Elementary School (K-5) Schuyler, NE
o Schuyler Middle School (6-8) Schuyler, NE

DUNS 135074961 CAGE: 5R1S7

ESU 08
ESU 13
ESU 19
ESU 09
ESU 19
ESU 18
ESU 02
ESU 19
ESU 10
ESU 18
ESU 11
ESU 18
ESU 08
ESU 02
ESU 13
ESU 09

ESU 13
ESU 09
ESU 08
ESU 08
ESU 13
ESU 01
ESU 01
ESU 07
ESU 07

Project Officer: Tom Rolfes, tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969




State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

o South Platte Elementary School (K-6) Big Springs, NE ESU 16
o UMONHON Nation Public School (K-12) Macy, NE ESU 01
o  Walthill Public School (K-12) Walthill, NE ESU 01
o Winnebago Public School (K-12) Winnebago ESU 01

DUNS 135074961 CAGE: 5R1S7  Project Officer: Tom Rolfes, tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969
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Budget Worksheet

(Insert additional rows as needed)

Extended Cost

Line ltem #of | Grantor Cash In-Kind
# Site Name Description Unit Cost | Units | Match funds Match
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
1{Bayard Public School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 118 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
2|Bayard Public School Phone S 999.00 11 $ 999.00
HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver
31Bayard Public School {or Macintosh equivalent) $  1,090.00 13 1,090.00
4|Bayard Public School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 il s 1,199.00
5|Bayard Public School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 99.00 1 s 99.00
6|Bayard Public School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1| $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
7|Bayard Public School Miscellaneous Hardware S 100.00 1| $ 100.00
8|Bayard Public School Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1 s 300.00
9|Bayard Public School Shipping & Handling $ 300.00 1| s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDM},USB
10[Harvard Elementary School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1| $ 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
11|Harvard Elementary School Phone S 999.00 1l $ 999.00
HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver
12|Harvard Elementary School {or Macintosh equivalent) $ 1,090.00 1 S 1,090.00
13|Harvard Elementary School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 1l s 1,199.00
14|Harvard Elementary School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 99.00 1l s 99.00
15|Harvard Elementary Schoo! Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 s 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
16|Harvard Elementary Schoo! Miscellaneous Hardware S 100.00 1] s 100.00
17|Harvard Elementary Schoo! Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1] s 300.00
18|Harvard Elementary School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1 s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
19|Madison Elementary School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1 $ 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
20[Madison Elementary School Phone S 999.00 1} $ 999.00
HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver
21|Madison Elementary School (or Macintosh equivalent) $  1,090.00 1} $ 1,090.00
22|Madison Elementary School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 1} 8 1,199.00
23|Madison Elementary School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf $ 99.00 14 s 99.00
24| Madison Elementary School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set $ 200.00 s 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
25| Madison Elementary School Miscelianeous Hardware S 100.00 11s 100.00
26|Madison Elementary School Design, Install, Testing $ 300.00 i] s 300.00
27|Madison Elementary School Shipping & Handling $ 300.00 s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDM1,USB
28|Madison Middle School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1] $ 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
29|Madison Middle School Phone S 999.00 1l $ 999,00
HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver
30{Madison Middie School {or Macintosh equivalent) $  1,090.00 1} $ 1,090.00
31} Madison Middle School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 11 8 1,199.00
32iMadison Middle School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 99.00 1} s 99.00
33{Madison Middle School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set $ 200.00 11 s 200.00




Integrated System Cabling &

34| Madison Middie School Miscellaneous Hardware S 100.00 1] $ 100.00
35| Madison Middle School Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1] $ 300.00
36|Madison Middle School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 il s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
37|Minatare Public School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1} $ 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
38{Minatare Public School placement S 3,000.00 1} s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
39{Minatare Public School and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 1| $ 499.00
Astro AS0 Wireless Stereo Headset with
40| Minatare Public School Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1] s 274.99
41]|Minatare Public School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 IS 1,199.00
42{Minatare Public School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 ils 123.00
43| Minatare Public School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1] $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
44 iMinatare Public School Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 i s 142.86
45} Minatare Public School Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 il s 300.00
46{Minatare Public School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1} $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
47|Niobrara Elementary School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1} $ 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
48{Niobrara Elementary School Phone S 999.00 1] $ 999.00
HP 17" Laptop, Inte! Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver
49|Niobrara Elementary School {or Macintosh equivalent) $  1,090.00 1] s 1,090.00
50| Niobrara Elementary School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 1] s 1,199.00
51|Niobrara Elementary School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 99.00 1] $ 99.00
52|Niobrara Elementary School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1] $ 200.00
integrated System Cabling &
53{Niobrara Elementary School Miscellaneous Hardware S 100.00 1| $ 100.00
54[Niobrara Elementary School Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1} $ 300.00
55| Niobrara Elementary School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
56| Santee Elementary School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1} 8 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
57|Santee Elementary School Phone S 999.00 118 999.00
HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver
58}Santee Elementary School {or Macintosh equivalent) S 1,090.00 HE 1,090.00
59{Santee Elementary School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 1] $ 1,199.00
60{Santee Elementary School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 99.00 il s 99.00
61|Santee Elementary School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1l s 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
62|Santee Elementary School Miscellaneous Hardware S 100.00 11 S 100.00
63|Santee Elementary School Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1} $ 300.00
64 |Santee Elementary School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1} $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
65 |Schuyler Elementary School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 11 $ 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
66|Schuyler Elementary School Phone S 999.00 1l s 999.00
HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver
67|Schuyler Elementary School {or Macintosh equivalent) $  1,090.00 1] $ 1,030.00
68|Schuyler Elementary School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 1} $ 1,199.00
69| Schuyler Elementary School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 99.00 1} $ 99.00
70| Schuyler Elementary School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1] $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
71|Schuyler Elementary School Miscellaneous Hardware $ 100.00 118 100.00




72|Schuyler Elementary School Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1} s 300.00
73|Schuyler Elementary School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
74]Schuyler Middle School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1 $ 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
75]Schuyler Middle School Phone S 999.00 il s 999.00
HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver
76]Schuyler Middle School {or Macintosh equivalent) S 1,090.00 11 S 1,090.00
77]Schuyler Middle School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 1S 1,199.00
78|Schuyler Middle School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 99.00 1] s 99.00
79|Schuyler Middle School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1$ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
80|Schuyler Middle School Miscellaneous Hardware S 100.00 il s 100.00
81[Schuyler Middle School Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1| $ 300.00
82|Schuyler Middle School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 11 $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
83|South Platte Elementary School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 14 s 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
84!South Platte Elementary School placement S 3,000.00 1} $ 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
85]|South Platte Elementary School and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 14 $ 499.00
Astro AS0 Wireless Stereo Headset with
86]South Platte Elementary School Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 i s 274.99
87|South Platte Elementary School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 1 $ 1,199.00
88{South Platte Elementary School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1] $ 123.00
89|South Platte Elementary School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 il $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
90|South Platte Elementary School Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1} $ 142.86
91|South Platte Elementary School Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1] s 300.00
92|South Platte Elementary School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 11 $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
93|UMONRHON Nation Public School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 i s 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
94| UMONHON Nation Public School Phone S 999.00 1} s 999.00
HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver
95{UMOnHON Nation Public Schoo! {or Macintosh equivalent) S 1,090.00 1l $ 1,090.00
96/UMONHON Nation Public School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 1l $ 1,199.00
97|{UMONHON Nation Public School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 99.00 1} s 99.00
98]UMONRHON Nation Public School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1l S 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
99{UMONRHON Nation Public School Miscellaneous Hardware S 100.00 1] s 100.00
100|UMORHON Nation Public School Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 11 s 300.00
101{UMONHON Nation Public School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1} $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
102iWalthill Public School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1S 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
103 | Walthill Public School Phone S 999.00 1] $ 999,00
HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1T8 Hard Drive, HP silver
104| Walthill Public School {or Macintosh equivalent) S 1,090.00 1} 8 1,090.00
105| Walthili Public School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 1 s 1,199.00
106 | Waithiil Public School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 99.00 1] s 99.00
107} Walthill Public School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1| $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
108] Walthill Public School Miscellaneous Hardware S 100.00 113 100.00
109|Walthil! Public School Design, install, Testing S 300.00 1} S 300.00
110| Walthill Public School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1S 300.00




LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB

111|Winnebago Public School SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1l s 863.00
Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference
112} Winnebago Public School Phone S 999.00 1] $ 999.00
HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ,
12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver
113|Winnebago Public School {or Macintosh equivalent) $  1,090.00 1l s 1,090.00
114} Winnebago Public School Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 il s 1,199.00
115} Winnebago Public School Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 99.00 1l s 99.00
116{Winnebago Public School Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1] $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
117|Winnebago Public School Miscellaneous Hardware S 100.00 1l $ 100.00
118|Winnebago Public School Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1} S 300.00
119|Winnebago Public School Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1} $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical  |LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
120|Park SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1| s 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical |Warranty with 1-year advanced
121|Park placement S 3,000.00 1| s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical [CMOS, 2 Megapixel {for displaying 2D
122|Park and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 1| $ 499.00
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical [Astro AS0 Wireless Stereo Headset with
123|Park Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1| $ 274.99
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical
124|Park Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 11 S 1,199.00
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical
125]Park Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1 S 123.00
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical
126{Park Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1| $ 200.00
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical |Integrated System Cabling &
127]Park Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1| s 142.86
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical
128|Park Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1| $ 300.00
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical
129{Park Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1| $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
130[Chimney Rock State Historical Park |SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1 $ 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
131|Chimney Rock State Historical Park |placement $  3,000.00 1| s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel {for displaying 2D
132|Chimney Rock State Historical Park |and 3D artifacts) S 499,00 1| s 499,00
Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
133|Chimney Rock State Historical Park |Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1l s 274.99
134|Chimney Rock State Historical Park [Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 1 S 1,199.00
135]|Chimney Rock State Historical Park [Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1 s 123.00
136|Chimney Rock State Historical Park [Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1] $ 200.00
integrated System Cabling &
137]|Chimney Rock State Historical Park |Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1} $ 142.86
138]Chimney Rock State Historical Park [Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1} $ 300.00
139]Chimney Rock State Historical Park [Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1] s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
140{Durham Museum SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 11 s 863.00




Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced

141 |Durham Museum placement S 3,000.00 1l s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 20
142|Durham Museum and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 1l $ 499.00
Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
143|Durham Museum Microphone; black/blue $ 274.99 1l $ 274.99
144|Durham Museum Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 1] $ 1,199.00
145{Durham Museum Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1S 123.00
146{Durham Museum Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1S 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
1471Durham Museum Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1|8 142.86
148} Durham Museum Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1l s 300.00
149|Durham Museum Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1] s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
150[Hastings Museum SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant $ 863.00 1] s 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
151|Hastings Museum placement S 3,000.00 il s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
152]Hastings Museum and 3D artifacts) S 499,00 1| s 499,00
Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
153 | Hastings Museum Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1l s 274.99
154|Hastings Museum Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,499.00 1] s 1,199.00
155 Hastings Museum Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1]$ 123.00
156{Hastings Museum Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 il $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
157|Hastings Museum Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 118 142.86
158|Hastings Museum Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1] s 300.00
159|Hastings Museum Shipping & Handling S 300.00 11 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
160|Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 14 $ 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
161iHenry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium placement S 3,000.00 s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
162|Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 1] $ 499.00
Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
163|Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1} s 274.99
164|Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 1} $ 1,199.00
165|Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1} $ 123.00
166|Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set $ 200.00 1}$ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
167|Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Miscellaneous Hardware $ 142.86 1} $ 142.86
168]Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1] S 300.00
169]|Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium Shipping & Handling $ 300.00 11 s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
International Quilt Study Center LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
170]and Museum SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant $ 863.00 1l $ 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
International Quilt Study Center Warranty with 1-year advanced
171}and Museum placement S 3,000.00 1} $ 3,000.00




International Quilt Study Center

Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel {for displaying 2D

172|and Museum and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 1S 499.00
International Quilt Study Center Astro AS0 Wireless Stereo Headset with
173|and Museum Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1| $ 274.99
international Quilt Study Center
174|and Museum Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 1] $ 1,199.00
International Quilt Study Center
175}and Museum Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1} $ 123.00
International Quilt Study Center
176[and Museum Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1S 200.00
International Quilt Study Center Integrated System Cabling &
177|and Museum Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1 s 142.86
International Quilt Study Center
178{and Museum Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1] $ 300.00
International Quilt Study Center
179]and Museum Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1] 8 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
180}John G. Neihardt State Historic Site |SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 11 $ 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
181}John G. Neihardt State Historic Site |placement $  3,000.00 1l s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
182{John G. Neihardt State Historic Site [and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 1} s 499.00
Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
183[John G. Neihardt State Historic Site |Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1} S 274.99
184[John G. Neihardt State Historic Site |Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 i s 1,199.00
185[John G. Neihardt State Historic Site |Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1S 123.00
186|John G. Neihardt State Historic Site |Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 i} $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
187|John G. Neihardt State Historic Site |Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1$ 142.86
188[John G. Neihardt State Historic Site |Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 s 300.00
189|John G. Neihardt State Historic Site |Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1} $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
190]Joslyn Art Museum SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1] s 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
191]Joslyn Art Museum placement S 3,000.00 1l s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
192]Joslyn Art Museum and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 1} s 499.00
Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
193|Joslyn Art Museum Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1l s 274.99
194|Joslyn Art Museum Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 11$ 1,199.00
195{Joslyn Art Museum Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 s 123.00
196{Joslyn Art Museum Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 s 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
197Joslyn Art Museum Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1] $ 142.86
198|Joslyn Art Museum Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 s 300.00
199]Joslyn Art Museum Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1} $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
200|Museum of Nebraska Art SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1l s 863.00




Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced

201|Museum of Nebraska Art placement $  3,000.00 1l s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Docurnent Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
202|Museum of Nebraska Art and 3D artifacts) S 499,00 1l s 499.00
Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
203|Museum of Nebraska Art Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1l $ 274.99
204{Museum of Nebraska Art Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 11 S 1,199.00
205 Museum of Nebraska Art Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1l s 123.00
206{Museum of Nebraska Art Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1 s 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
207|Museum of Nebraska Art Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1]s 142.86
208|Museum of Nebraska Art Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1l s 300.00
209|Museum of Nebraska Art Shipping & Handling S 300.00 14 s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
210|Nebraska History Museum SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1] s 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
211{Nebraska History Museum placement S 3,000.00 11 s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
212|Nebraska History Museum and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 14 S 499.00
Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
213|Nebraska History Museum Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1} $ 274.99
214|Nebraska History Museum Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 1} $ 1,199.00
215[Nebraska History Museum Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1} $ 123.00
216|Nebraska History Museum Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1 S 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
217|Nebraska History Museum Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1 S 142.86
218|Nebraska History Museum Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1| $ 300.00
219]Nebraska History Museum Shipping & Handling $ 300.00 1} $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDM1,USB
220|Nebraska Prairie Museum SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1| $ 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
221[Nebraska Prairie Museum placement $  3,000.00 il $ 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
222|Nebraska Prairie Museum and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 11 s 499.00
Astro AS0 Wireless Stereo Headset with
223|Nebraska Prairie Museum Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 il s 274.99
224|Nebraska Prairie Museum Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 i $ 1,199.00
225|Nebraska Prairie Museum Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 11 $ 123.00
226|Nebraska Prairie Museum Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 11 $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
227{Nebraska Prairie Museum Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 il s 142.86
228|Nebraska Prairie Museum Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 il s 300.00
229]Nebraska Prairie Museum Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1 s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
230} Nebraska State Office of the CIO SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1| $ 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
231[Nebraska State Office of the CIO placement S 3,000.00 1s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel {for displaying 2D
232|Nebraska State Office of the CIO and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 1} $ 499.00
Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
233|Nebraska State Office of the CIO Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1} S 274.99




234 Nebraska State Office of the CIO Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 1| $ 1,199.00
235[Nebraska State Office of the CIO  [Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 s 123,00
236|Nebraska State Office of the CIO Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1] $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
237|Nebraska State Office of the CIO Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1] $ 142.86
238{Nebraska State Office of the CIO Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1} $ 300.00
239{Nebraska State Office of the CIO  {Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1l $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
240|Neligh Mill State Historic Site SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1| s 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
241[Neligh Mill State Historic Site placement $  3,000.00 1 s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
242 [Neligh Mill State Historic Site and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 1 $ 499.00
Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
243|Neligh Mill State Historic Site Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 11 $ 274.99
244|Neligh Mill State Historic Site Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 1} $ 1,199.00
245{Neligh Mill State Historic Site Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1} $ 123.00
2461 Neligh Mill State Historic Site Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 11 $ 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
247|Neligh Mill State Historic Site Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1| $ 142.86
248|Neligh Mill State Historic Site Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1l s 300.00
249[Neligh Mill State Historic Site Shipping & Handling $ 300.00 1 s 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
Strategic Air Command and LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
250{Aerospace Museum SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant $ 863.00 il s 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Strategic Air Command and Warranty with 1-year advanced
251} Aerospace Museum placement S 3,000.00 1] s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
Strategic Air Command and CMOS, 2 Megapixel {for displaying 2D
252|Aerospace Museum and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 s 499.00
Strategic Air Command and Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with
253|Aerospace Museum Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 14 s 274.99
Strategic Air Command and
254]Aerospace Museum Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart S 1,199.00 11 s 1,199.00
Strategic Air Command and
255|Aerospace Museum Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1} s 123.00
Strategic Air Command and
256|Aerospace Museum Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1 $ 200.00
Strategic Air Command and Integrated System Cabling &
257|Aerospace Museum Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1} s 142.86
Strategic Air Command and
258|Aerospace Museum Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 11 $ 300.00
Strategic Air Command and
259|Aerospace Museum Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1l $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
Trailside Museum of Natural LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
260]|History SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 1l $ 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Trailside Museum of Natural Warranty with 1-year advanced
261|History placement S 3,000.00 il s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
Trailside Museum of Natural CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
262 |History and 3D artifacts) S 499.00 1 s 499.00




Trailside Museum of Natural

Astro AS0 Wireless Stereo Headset with

263|History Microphone; black/blue S 274.99 1 s 274.99
Trailside Museum of Natural
264 History Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 1] s 1,199.00
Trailside Museum of Natural
265 History Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1 $ 123.00
Trailside Museum of Natural
266|History Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 11 $ 200.00
Trailside Museum of Natural Integrated System Cabling &
267|History Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1} S 142.86
Trailside Museum of Natural
268| History Design, Install, Testing S 300.00 1l $ 300.00
Trailside Museum of Natural
269|History Shipping & Handling S 300.00 il $ 300.00
LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge
LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB
270]|Willa Cather State Historic Site SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant S 863.00 il $ 863.00
Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing
Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year
Warranty with 1-year advanced
271jWilla Cather State Historic Site placement $  3,000.00 1l s 3,000.00
Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37"
CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D
272|Willa Cather State Historic Site and 3D artifacts) N 499.00 1| $ 499.00
Astro AS0 Wireless Stereo Headset with
273|Willa Cather State Historic Site Microphone; black/biue S 274.99 1] 8 274.99
274|Willa Cather State Historic Site Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart $  1,199.00 1] $ 1,199.00
275|Willa Cather State Historic Site Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf S 123.00 1| $ 123.00
276|Willa Cather State Historic Site Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set S 200.00 1| s 200.00
Integrated System Cabling &
277|Willa Cather State Historic Site Miscellaneous Hardware S 142.86 1 s 142.86
278]Willa Cather State Historic Site Design, install, Testing S 300.00 1] s 300.00
2791 Willa Cather State Historic Site Shipping & Handling S 300.00 1 s 300.00
$ 180,883.30 S 180,883.30
Totals|s 1s088330]s -
A Overall DLT Project Budget (sum of Total Grant/Cash column and In-Kind Match column)| $ 180,883.30
B Less Proposed Cash Match (as documentedinTab ¢-3)| $  40,623.00
c Less Proposed In-Kind Match (From Total of In-Kind Match Column)| $ -
D

DLT Grant Request (A-B-C)

S 140,260.30
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab E: Financial Information and Sustainability

The State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer is
very confident that it can successfully carry out the leadership, coordination, financials and fiscal records, and
maintain a positive cash flow for the three-year duration of the Grant Project: Beyond Nebraska 150:
Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools, and beyond.

Each of the participating entities, end-user sites and hub sites, pledged their financial and technical support for
the project for a period of five years. No entity pledged less than the 15% minimum to be eligible for the project.

The Educational Service Units and the Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council will assist with training,
technical support of the videoconferencing units, and Zoom videoconferencing throughout the grant period, at
no additional cost. The Nebraska Virtual Instruction Source (NVIS), https://nvis.esucc.org/VFTList.aspx will
provide statewide promotion and marketing of virtual field trips at no additional cost.

The Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO) leadership and expertise for this project includes:

Mr. Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer, has over two decades of information technology leadership and
experience in the public and private sector.

Ms. Julie Heyen, Controller/Fiscal Officer, is a CPA and administers the OCIO budget, revenues, and
expenses totaling in excess of $112 million per year.

Mr. Tom Rolfes, Education I.T. Manager, will be the grant's Project Officer, and has over 35 years of
experience in educational technology, and has been the administrative lead for Network Nebraska
since its inception in 2006.

The OCIO and the University of Nebraska also have technical team support members available to the project,
on a no-cost, on-call basis, in the areas of networking, videoconferencing, and content sharing.

In addition, the Educational Service Units of Nebraska employ 10 Distance Learning Coordinators throughout
the state, as delineated on the attached Nebraska map. These Distance Learning Coordinators, combined with
the technical and financial support persons at the 13 End-User (school) sites and 16 Hub (museum, science
center) sites will multiply the leadership efforts of the OCIO with coordination, facilitation, and support.

The total combined budget of the OCIO over the life of the grant will be in the neighborhood of $336 million, so
the fiscal demands and cash flow related to this project will be minimal. The OCIO plans to conduct the
competitive procurement of equipment, purchase all of the equipment up front, have the equipment delivered to
each hub site and end user site in the first year of the grant, where it will be assembled and installed either by
the OCIO staff, ESU staff, or vendor staff, all of whom are very qualified and experienced. Once the invoices
have been approved and paid, the OCIO will seek reimbursement of the matching funds from the participating
entities, and the balance of each purchase from the USDA RUS. There will not be an issue of negative cash
flow as there might be in some smaller organizations.

The Nebraska Educational Technology Association (NETA), in partnership with the Nebraska Distance Learning
Association (NDLA), and the ESUCC, has generously provided $20,000 in mini-grant funds for teachers to
access virtual field trip programs from Nebraska and U.S. nonprofit educational content providers that must
charge a fee.

DUNS 135074961 CAGE: 5R1S7  Project Officer: Tom Rolfes, tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969




State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

In terms of the project revenues and expenses, since this is a capital expenditure project with an aggressive
timeline, all of the equipment and hardware expenses will be in Year 1 of the grant. Each participating entity is
expected to establish or maintain their current Internet connectivity at their expense.

In four of the hub site locations, community and school district support and telecommunications cost sharing will
make it possible for the hub site to get its first experience with high bandwidth rural broadband. See the
following four anecdotes:

Anecdote 1: Trailside Museum of Natural History in Crawford, Nebraska could only get 3Mbps of
Internet through their provider so they will install a microwave wireless pathway of 20Mbps-50Mbps from
its premise to Crawford Public Schools, a distance of about 3.1 miles. This cost of this service is about
$3,500 and will be paid for by the University of Nebraska State Museum so that the Trailside Museum
will be able to share the public school’s pathway to the statewide network, Network Nebraska, to do
distance learning for the very first time.

Anecdote 2: The John G. Neihardt Center in Bancroft, Nebraska could only get 6Mbps of Internet
access so the superintendent of the local school district and president of the Neihardt foundation fund
raised $7,000 so fiber optic cable could be pulled from the Neihardt Center to Bancroft-Rosalie Public
Schools, a distance of .5 miles, so the Neihardt Center will be able to share the public school’'s pathway
to the statewide network, Network Nebraska, to do distance learning for the very first time.

Anecdote 3: The Chimney Rock National Historic Site’s Internet is so slow that they have to use a
cellular hotspot to carry out their point-of-sale transactions in their gift shop. Bayard Public Schools,
about 3.5 miles away, has pledged to accept a microwave pathway from the Chimney Rock Visitor's
Center and Museum, so the distance eduators will be able to share the public school's pathway to the
statewide network, Network Nebraska, to do distance learning for the very first time.

Anecdote 4: The Willa Cather Center in Red Cloud, Nebraska had Internet speeds of only 20Mbps on a
good day, which was after a recent upgrade. After a recent visit by First Lady, Laura Bush, to celebrate
literacy, the Willa Cather Foundation pledged to raise the needed funds to connect to the Internet with
fiber, in order to start their virtual field trip program for the very first time.

The nonprofit content providers (hub sites) will experience extraordinary capacity building as a result of this
project. Many will have their first experiences with virtual field trips and high definition videoconferencing. This
content creation and service model will hopefully become synonymous with Network Nebraska. Therefore, the
OCIO will want to see this project carried out for several years after the conclusion of the grant period, at least
until the end of life of the equipment, and hopefully, each participating entity will see to it to upgrade and replace
videoconferencing equipment as needed, since the project will become institutionalized and part of their
collective fabric as organizations.

DUNS 135074961 CAGE: 5R1S7  Project Officer: Tom Rolfes, tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab F: Statement of Experience

The State of Nebraska Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO) is
a large state agency tasked with the development and operation of two statewide networks, all of the state
government software, telephony, video, and data systems, and PC and network support. The OCIO houses and
operates the state’s Tier 1.5 data center, and maintains a duplicate, Disaster Recovery/Continuity of Operations
data center in Omaha, Nebraska, 50 miles away. The OCIO has approximately 300 employees.

The grant project, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools, if successfully
funded, will be led by (resume’s attached):

Mr. Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer, has over two decades of information technology leadership and
experience in the public and private sector.

Ms. Julie Heyen, Controller/Fiscal Officer, is a CPA and administers the OCIO budget, revenues, and expenses
totaling in excess of $112 million per year.

Mr. Tom Rolfes, Education |.T. Manager, will be the grant’'s Project Officer, and has over 35 years of experience
in educational technology, and has been the administrative lead for Network Nebraska since its inception in
2006.

Over the past decade, the OCIO has been the applicant and fiscal entity on some major federal grants.

The Nebraska Information Technology Commission/OCIO has administered two federal health information
exchange grants from the Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology, including a $6.8
million cooperative agreement from 2010-2014 and a $2.7 million cooperative agreement from 2015 to 2017.

The Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO) applied for and received funding from the U.S. Department of
Commerce through the “State and local Implementation Grant Program” to fund planning activities associated
with FirstNet, which will be a nationwide public safety wireless broadband network. Nebraska was awarded
$1.5 million and the grant has an additional 20 % in-kind match that Nebraska is responsible for. The OCIO
oversees the grant funds and is responsible for the reporting activities and meeting the requirements and
deliverables of the grant, such as; establishing a governance body, conducting outreach and education for
Nebraska stakeholders and data collection as required for the planning phase of the project.

Perhaps most notably and applicably, the OCIO was tasked by the Nebraska Legislature in 2006 to work in
cooperation with the University of Nebraska to develop and maintain the state education network, called
Network Nebraska, for public and private K-12 schools, Educational Service Units, and public and private
higher education. Over the past decade, the network has grown to 291 participants and comprises 100% of
public K-12 school districts, 100% of the Educational Service Units, and 100% of the public colleges and
universities. Each day, the network supports over 425,000 students and staff throughout the state, and provides
up to 85Gbps of Internet access.

The statutes declare that Network Nebraska is to be self-funded, must provide support and transmission of
distance learning across the state, and that participation is voluntary.
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Key Statutes pertaining to Network Nebraska-Education (2006)

86-5,100 Network Nebraska; development and maintenance; access; Chief Information Officer; duties;
cost; report. [sentence numbers added]

1. The Chief Information Officer, in partnership with the University of Nebraska, shall develop and maintain a

statewide, multipurpose, high capacity, scalable telecommunications network to be called Network
Nebraska.

2. The network shall consist of contractual arrangements with providers to meet the demand of state agencies,

local governments, and educational entities as defined in section 79-1201.01.

3. Such network shall provide access to a reliable and affordable infrastructure capable of carrying a spectrum

of services and applications, including distance education, across the state.
4. The Chief Information Officer shall provide access to each school district, each educational service unit,

each community college, each state college, and the University of Nebraska at the earliest feasible date and

no later than July 1, 2012.

5. Access may be provided through educational service units or other aggregation points.

6. Participation in Network Nebraska shall not be required for any educational entity.

7. The Chief Information Officer shall aggregate demand for those state agencies and educational entities
choosing to participate and shall reduce costs for participants whenever feasible.

8. The Chief Information Officer shall establish a cost structure based on actual costs, including necessary
administrative expenses but not including administrative travel or conference expenses, and shall charge
participants according to such cost structure.

9. The Chief Information Officer shall annually provide a detailed report of such costs to each participant and to

the Legislative Fiscal Analyst. The report submitted to the Legislative Fiscal Analyst shall be submitted
electronically.

79-1201.01 Terms, defined (excerpt)

For purposes of the Educational Service Units Act and sections 79-1336 and 79-1337:

(3) Educational entity means a school district, a private, denominational, or parochial school, an educational
service unit, a community college, a state college, the University of Nebraska, or a nonprofit private
postsecondary educational institution;
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Edward A. Toner

e e e T e

IT EXECUTIVE/CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER

20+ years of IT experience including broad-based management in Systems Architecture and Design, Implementation and Support.
Proven cost effective utilization of technology in support of enterprise goals. Consistently improve service levels while reducing
costs. Excel at strategic planning, building high-performance teams, implementing best practice methodologies and continuous
improvement programs. Experience in supervising local and global teams, managing large initiatives, resolving global issues while
consistently exceeding business and customer expectations. Demonstrated experience in developing and implementing information
solutions to address business opportunities. Veteran in high-availability, low-latency, high frequency, transactional services.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

State of Nebraska 6/2015 — Present Lincoln, NE

Chief Information Officer
Appointed by Governor Pete Ricketts to utilize technology to improve delivery of government services

= Accountable for the strategic direction and daily leadership of $120* million annual budget, 300" person IT team serving over
18,000 State employees and approximately 1.9M citizens of Nebraska.

= Consolidated 90 counties infrastructure increasing security, performance and reliability while saving the State of Nebraska $5 M*
over 10 years.

»  Implemented Data Center strategy which moved Nebraska away from Disaster Recovery model to an Active/Hot Standby
solution between two geographically separated Data Centers while consolidating 6000" sq. ft. of Agency Tier 1 Data Centers.

= Successfully executed move from Decentralized to Centralized infrastructure model saving State of Nebraska $10 M" in recurring
annual savings via contractor and FTE elimination along with the elimination of software and hardware duplication.

First Data 12/2009 - 6/2015 Omaha, NE
Global technology and payments processing leader with a transaction volume of 56 billion annually

Director, IT Global Infrastructure and Operations

Responsible for Enterprise Performance and High Availability

»  Established High Availability Program which includes budgeted infrastructure improvements in excess of $25M annually.

= Lead team of IT Architects and Performance Engineers who successfully achieved Availability and Performance improvement
targets. Transforming 14 front-end authorization platforms to a Recovery Time Objective of Zero within initial year of program.

= Successfilly introduced improvements in development processes to preserve largest European customer contract in EMEA.

»  Led Service Transformation projects and teams located in the US, UK, Slovakia, and Argentina resulting in enhanced
productivity and quality. Utilized formal processes and best practices, including CMML, ITIL, LSS, and SDLC.

=  Established Global Operational Metrics, Release Management Process Improvement, Trend Analysis, together with meaningful
reporting and a strong focus on the customers’ requirements resulting in enhanced operational performance.

TD Ameritrade 9/1999 —12/2009 Omaha, NE
Publicly held online brokerage corporation

Director, IT Enterprise Operations (TD Ameritrade Technology Group)

Responsible for Network Operations Center/ Service Desk/ Change Management/ Asset Management/ SCM/ Desktop Support

= Directed IT Operations strategy formulation and implementation that included the successful integration of 6 successful mergers
that resulted in synergy values in excess of $2 million and a combined Operations organization consisting of 100+ associates.

= Successful navigation of cultural, technical and organizational barriers to swiftly implement Enterprise wide process
improvements (L.SS/ITIL) resulting in lower operating costs, improved availability and high customer satisfaction.

= Successfully incorporated Enterprise wide Engineering and Operations policies and procedures across a newly diverse geographic
region that resulted in 99.99% system availability.
Developed and enforced standard Enterprise Wide Incident Management processes and procedures under a consolidated
framework by implementing the first Enterprise Problem and Change Management program.



JuLIE HEYEN, CPA

7624 Elk Creek Drive < Lincoln, NE 68516 < 402-802-8843 <> jlheyen@gmail.com

Dedicated CPA with significant Government/Non-Profit accounting experience. Comprehensive history
working within all aspects of accounting functions. Proficient in establishing accounting policies and
procedures to achieve a smooth-running department; effectively motivate and manage staff to meet business
objectives; set goals and monitor progress.

¢ Strategic planner adept in financial analysis, accounting practices and report preparation.

¢ Strong analytical skills coupled with commitment to excellence and an ability to drive efficiency and financial
performance improvements.

¢ Utilize solid project management abilities to direct multiple priorities, and develop innovative strategies to
meet and exceed performance objectives.
o Proficient in MS Office, Microsoft Navigator, Great Plains, QuickBooks, and JD Edwards Enterprise 1. Highly

adaptable, creative and innovative, with exceptional strategic, conceptual, analytical and execution skills.
Confident, quick-thinking, perceptive, personable and energetic.

EXPERIENCE

STATE OF NEBRASKA, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER, LINCOLN, NE e 3/15 — PRESENT

Controller

Collaborate to fulfill the Office of the CIOs mission and vision. Provide leadership and oversight of agency
internal financial operations while assuring compliance with State statutes and State/Federal regulations.
Integral in State of Nebraska IT Consolidation planning and implementation. Instrumental member of
committee created to overhaul chart of account structure in order to belter track state-wide IT spend.
Oversight of software configuration/process creation allowing the OCIO to move towards paperless solutions.

Key responsibilities include:

Implementation, administration and monitoring agency’s $110,000,000 budget.

Revenue and expenditure forecasting.

Financial management and analysis.

Cash management.

Oversee cost recovery process, agency IT procurement, enterprise licensing & contract management.
Develop and monitor internal control processes.

Review legislative bills to evaluate fiscal affect on the OCIO.

¢ © © ¢ o o o

NATIONAL ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION, LINCOLN, NE ¢ 10/08 - 3/15

Accounting Manager

Quickly achieved a position of broad knowledge and skill regarding Foundation policies and procedures.
Gained confidence of superiors Foundation wide by broad ability to think out of the box. Responsible for
oversight of AP/AR functions, sales/use tax procedures and payment generation, inventory management,
donation/matching gift processes and general ledger accuracy. Collaborated with customer support team to
resolve customer account/payment issues. Compiled/reviewed annual budgets and monitored budget
adherence by working with department managers through monthly financial statement review. Coordinated
annual audits and two Sales/Use tax audiits by the Nebraska Department of Revenue.

Notable projects include:

¢ Instrumental in the conversion of several significant software systems including accounting, budgeting and
mail processing systems.




Julie Heyen, CPA Page Two

¢ Led organization in design and implementation of internal cost allocation systems, inventory, purchase
order and Check 21 processes.

¢ Integral in credit card processor contract negotiation/conversion and creation of reconciliation
processes/procedures.

STATE OF NEBRASKA, DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES, STATE ACCOUNTING DIVISION, LINCOLN, NE e
12/06 —10/08

Financial Systems & Reports Coordinator « 6/07 — 10/08

Promoted after 6 months of employment to plan and complete special accounting projects, sometimes
enterprise-wide in scope. Manage a Bank Reconciliation person handling 35 bank accounts, cash flow
projections, and Master Lease daily functions, Serve as "go-to” person in answering policy and procedlre
questions from 84 state agencies. Conduct instructional and training sessions to agencies’ staff regarding
specific accounting procedures. Projects managed include child support payment processing reconcifiation,
state employee withholding tax exemptions, state encumbrance process, hew incoming funds setup and
monthly closing back-up.

Notable projects include:

¢ Assisted State Treasurer’s office to identify sources of bank reconciliation variances and initiated corrective
measurements for variance prevention.

¢ Review of all legislative bills to evaluate fiscal affect on State Accounting practices and make
recommendations regarding procedure and process adaptations.

¢ Identified cost-drivers for State Accounting Assessments to agencies to more accurately allocate state
accounting costs to the agencies, also used in determining the 2009 budget.

¢ Determined how the state’s Purchase Card Rebate should be allocated and appropriately distributed among
agencies, including distribution to Federal and State funds.

+ Instrumental in assisting agencies with calculation of Encumbrance totals for entry into General Ledger;
review encumbrances on monthly basis and instruct agencies in the liquidation process.

¢ Established process to manage the employee withholding tax change from a minimum of 3% to 1.5%;
interacted with the CIO, the NIS Division and 20 agencies; formulated system queries and identified the
number of exemptions claimed per state employee; compiled data, contacted each agency to gather
employee justifications for exemptions, and evaluated claim justifications.

Accountant III « 12/06 — 6/07
Managed the Master Lease Purchase program and the $2.3B bank reconciliation process.
¢ Brought reconciliation current within the first 3 months of employment.
¢ Initiated and completed the documentation of bank reconciliation procedures within first 3 months.

¢ Updated Master Lease Purchase Program policy and rewrote procedures within the first 3 months, including
a new approval process. Interfaced with state agencies, underwriters, Bond Counsel.

Created debt amortization schedules and communicated payment amounts to participating agencies.
Initiated monthly billing process to pull funds from all agencies into the state accounting fund.
Recognized for resolving a $3M Master Lease payment process with a new vendor.

Received the 1% individual "Everyone Counts" Distinguished Service Award from the Department of
Administrative Services.

¢ ¢ o <




Julie Heyen, CPA Page Three

NELNET, LINCOLN, NE e 1994 — 2004
Accountant ¢ 2001 - 2004

Coordinated the cash transfers of millions of dollars between trustees for loan transfers and purchases. Made
daily decisions regarding fund investments from Short Term Federal Investment Trust to manage cash flow.
Performed cash flow forecasting and analysis. Administered the Commercial Paper program, tracking
issuance and maturity dates, and communicating with traders to coordinate CP buys, and maturity
scheduling. Initiated weekly ACH's for employee expense reimbursements.

EDUCATION

Certified Public Accountant, State of Nebraska, 6/2015
MBA Coursework, Bellevue University e 2011-2012

Bachelor of Science — Business Administration, Accounting emphasis, University of Nebraska e 1994
Completed Graduate Accounting courses, University of Nebraska e 2000 — 2001




THOMAS S. ROLFES RESUME’ 620 Powwow Circle » Lincoln, Nebraska 68520
http://www.linkedin.com/in/tomrolfes 402-483-6544 o trolfes_77@yahoo.com

SUMMARY OF KEY QUALIFICATIONS

e  Bachelors, Masters, degrees and Doctoral coursework demonstrating a thorough understanding of teaching, learning,
professional development, educational administration, organizational improvement, leadership theory and practice

e Thirty years experience in education, and fifteen years working on behalf of Educational Service Units

e Cooperatively developed a similar statutory body from its inception to a highly regarded, highly effective commission
with six advisory groups and over fifty public meetings per year

e Passionate commitment to K-20 education and the improvement of teaching, learning and administration

e Knowledge of state and federal laws related to education and Educational Service Units

e Strong advocate of statewide initiatives and services and the critical role that Educational Service Units play in that
process

e Diplomatic leader with the ability to construct and communicate a statewide vision that attracts followers and
support

e Extensive experience working on policies and legislation with the Nebraska legislature, executive staff, boards,
commissions, education agencies, and local education entities

e Respected professional widely regarded for the ability to think, analyze, communicate, persuade, and solve problems

e  Emphasis on building and maintaining professional relationships and contacts throughout the state and nation

e Exemplary work record as a public school teacher, state administrative services manager, and project manager

e Personal attributes include ethics, integrity, intelligence, honesty, extremely hard working, resourceful, persistent,
and personable

e Enjoys statewide travel and has the ability and commitment to work long hours whenever needed

CURRENT RESPONSIBILITIES
State of Nebraska 1998-present

Project Manager for Network Nebraska—Education 2006-Present
Ensure that the statewide network project exceeds the intent and requirements of the Nebraska Legislature and maintains
a customer-centric approach to services and cost recovery. Assess the system and educational entities and develop
strategies to address needs. Communicate a strategic vision to a diverse audience using appropriate means of
communication. Supervise teams in developing multi-service RFPs, negotiate terms and conditions and subsequent
contracts. Manage essential work groups to design, implement, and deploy network services on-time and within or under
budget. Create a collaborative environment between vendors, technical staff, and stakeholders. Compose and present
project management status reports. Research and recommend strategic future investments and educational applications.
Provide regular updates to constituent groups and educational entities. Maintain exemplary standards for customer service
and response.

Education I.T. Manager for the Nebraska Information Technology Commission (NITC) 1998-Present
Day-to-day leadership in overseeing the efficient functioning of the Nebraska Information Technology Commission, the
Education Council, and all of their working task groups in the performance of their legislatively mandated functions. Work
closely with Education Council members and education audiences to safeguard that the goals of the Nebraska Information
Technology Commission are being met. Responsible for the establishment and successful fulfillment of the NITC Statewide
Technology Plan, and related action items. Coordinate the Council’s Task groups to facilitate accomplishment of their
objectives. Maintain outreach efforts (website, newsletter, email, etc) to ensure that the Council and Task groups remain
informed of decision-making processes and relevant legislation. Work with statewide K-20 entities to develop cooperative
projects and initiate cost-saving measures between and among K-12 schools, ESUs, higher education, Network Nebraska,
and other education entities to improve the lives of teachers and the quality of education for all students. Annually review,
prioritize and recommend to the Governor and Legislature millions of dollars of information technology projects.
Demonstrated 100% compliance with the Open Meetings Act.

MANAGEMENT SKILLS and EXPERIENCE:

Administration and Support—Operational planning and administrative oversight of the Nebraska Information
Technology Commission, Education Council, Network Nebraska Advisory Group, and ad hoc task group activities,
including managing, scheduling and conducting meetings; developing and organizing plans, timelines, reports and
agendas that assist the organization members in the conduct of their duties; maintaining accurate records; organizing;
advising and informing organization members of education-related and other pressing matters.



Financial and Facilities Management—Coordinate and prepare overall and cost center budget associated with the
Network Nebraska project, including participation and backbone fees and cost recovery models, and related materials
for statewide application of federal E-rate discounts and cost allocation. Author RFPs and order facility development,
upgrades, and services. Monitor for accurate billing and payment of facility services.

Change Management—Coordinate the design, development, marketing, promotion, delivery and quality of programs
and services as part of regulated and legislated change that includes the identification and mitigation of subsequent
and unanticipated events. Use stakeholder analysis to build consensus toward shared solutions.

Communications—Maintain an exemplary standard of written, verbal, and visual communication to diverse
communities of interest involving complex policy, legislative, financial and technical issues.

Organization and Outreach Skills—Effectively manage project-related operations, including internal and external staff,
contracted service providers, and public entities in accordance with standard practices, polices and procedures that
fully conform to current laws and regulations. Meet with and present information about the organization and its
activities to potential members, and to meet member needs and increase member benefits.

Community and Public Relations—Ensure that the public and interested stakeholders are informed about the
organization and group activities and accomplishments through proactive communication; including quarterly e-
newsletter and maintaining several websites. Cultivate and maintain relationships with stakeholders across the State,
including school districts, the Department of Education, ESUs, higher education institutions, informal education
entities, the Office of the CIO, and members of the public.

EDUCATION INCLUDING DEGREES AND STUDIES:
Doctoral Program, Leadership Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UN-L) [in progress]
Community College Leadership Certificate Program, UN-L
M.Ed., Educational Administration, UN-L
M.Ed., Curriculum & Instruction, with Special Education Minor, UN-L
B.S.in Ed., Natural Science Broad Field Endorsement, UN-L
High School Diploma, Valedictorian, Sutton High School, Sutton, Nebraska

REFERENCES:

Honorable Lydia Brasch, District 16 State Senator, Nebraska Legislature, Capitol Room #1529, Lincoln, NE 68509,
402-471-2728, Ibrasch@leg.ne.gov

Dr. Michael Chipps, President, Northeast Community College, 801 E. Benjamin, Norfolk, NE 68702, 402-844-7054,
michaelc@northeast.edu

Mr. Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer State of Nebraska, P.0. Box 95045, Lincoln, NE 68509-5045,
402-471-3717, ed.toner@nebraska.gov

Mr. Michael Ruhrdanz, Assistant CIO, University of Nebraska, 235 Nebraska Hall, Lincoln, NE 68588-0521,
402-472-5236, mruhrdanz@nebraska.edu

Dr. Terry Haack, Superintendent, Bennington Public Schools, 11620 N. 156t Street, Bennington, NE 68007-0265,
402-238-3044, thaack@bennps.org

Mr. Kirk Langer, Director of Technology, ESU 18, P.O. Box 82889, Lincoln, NE 68501, 402-436-1638,
klanger@Ips.org

Dr. Bob Uhing, Administrator, Educational Service Unit 1, 211 Tenth Street, Wakefield, NE 68784-5014, 402-287-
2061, buhing@esul.org

Ms. SuAnn Witt, E-rate & Infrastructure Specialist, Nebraska Department of Education, P.O. Box 94987, Lincoln, NE
68509-4987, 402-471-2085, suann.witt@nebraska.gov

Ms. Diane Wolfe, Program Director, Educational Service Unit 2, P.0. Box 649, Fremont, NE 68026, 402-721-7710,
dmwolfe@esu2.org
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab G: Telecommunications System Plan

(1) In order to determine the best specifications, and makes and models of telecommunications terminal
equipment, discussions were held with the following individuals:

a.
b.

@™~ oo

OCIO Audiovisual team, with 20 years experience in videoconferencing

ESU Distance Learning Coordinators, with 15 years experience in videoconferencing using all

types of equipment

University of Nebraska State Museum presenters, with 3 years of program experience

Polycom sales engineer
Cisco sales engineer
Aver sales engineer

Bizco, Inc. reseller of audio and visual equipment in the Lincoln, Nebraska area

(2) Equipment Specifications for general Hub Site mobile cart, with 3-year maintenance included

MFP# Description for VFT SEND CODEC Mobile Cart Qty Price
55LV340C LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant 1 $ 863.00
EVC150 Aver EVC 150 1080p Video Conferencing Enpoint with 18x Zoom Camera, 3-year Warranty with 1-year advanced placel 1 $3,000.00
V12H758020 Epson DC-21 Document Camera, 0.37" CMOS, 2 Megapixel (for displaying 2D and 3D artifacts) 1 $ 499.00
Astro A50 | Astro A50 Wireless Stereo Headset with Microphone; black/blue 1 S 274.99
RPS-500 Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart 1 $1,199.00
RPS-AS5 Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf 1 $ 123.00
HDC-6 Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set 1 $ 200.00
Stock Integrated System Cabling & Miscellaneous Hardware 1 S 142.86 |
Services Design, Install, Testing 1 '$ 300.00
Shipping Shipping & Handling 1 S 300.00
18 units 18

Ext. Price
$ 863.00
$3,000.00
$ 499.00
$ 274.99
$1,199.00
$ 123.00
$ 200.00
$ 142.86
$ 300.00
$ 300.00
$6,901.85

(3) Equipment Specifications for general End-User site mobile cart, with 3-year maintenance included

MFP# Description for VFT RECEIVE USB Mobile Cart | Qty Price

|55LV340C | LG Display 55" LCD, 1920 x 1080, Edge LED, 400 Nit, 1080p, HDMI,USB SerialEthernet, TAA Compliant 1 $ 863.00
1VC520 Aver VC520 USB Camera and Conference Phone 1 $ 999.00
17-ab220nr HP 17" Laptop, Intel Core i7-6700HQ, 12GB Memory, 1TB Hard Drive, HP silver (or Macintosh equivalent) 1 $1,090.00
|RPS-500 Avteq RPS-500 Mobile Cart 1 $1,199.00
|RPS-AS5 Avteq 19" Accessory Shelf 1 ' $ 99.00
|HDC-6 Avteq 6" Heavy Duty Caster Set |1 |$ 200.00
Stock Integrated System Cabling & Miscellaneous Hardware 1 $ 100.00
Services ‘Design, Install, Testing 1 $ 300.00
Shipping ' Shipping & Handling 1 $ 300.00

11 units 11

Ext. Price

$ 863.00
$ 999.00 |
$1,090.00
© $1,199.00
$  99.00
$ 200.00
$ 100.00
$ 300.00
$ 300.00
$5,150.00

(4) Aninternal and external site survey will be conducted on each End-user site to determine if there are
any internal or external networking or terminal equipment needs, including augmented lighting and
electricity (Participant’s responsibility).

Each of the 13 End-user sites are already connected to statewide Internet at a minimum of

100Mbps and have adequate internal networking due to upgrades funded by the E-rate

a.

DUNS 135074961 CAGE: 5R1S7
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State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer
Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

(5) An internal and external site survey will be conducted on each Hub sites to determine if there are any
internal or external networking or terminal equipment needs, including augmented lighting and electricity
(Participant’s responsibility). Here is a quick summary of existing Internet connectivity.

Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park-
Chimney Rock State Historical Site-
Durham Museum-

Hastings Museum-

Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium-

John G. Neihardt State Historic Site-
Joslyn Art Museum-

Museum of Nebraska Art-

10. Nebraska History Museum-

11. Nebraska Prairie Museum-

12. Nebraska State Office of the CIO-
13. Neligh Mill State Historic Site-

14. Strategic Air Command Museum-
15. Trailside Museum of Natural History-
16. Willa Cather State Historic Site-

NN~

Connected via fiber 100Mbps on 10/1/2017

Will be connected to Bayard Public Schools; 20Mbps
Connected to ISP; 50Mbps

Connected to municipal fiber, 50Mbps

Connected to ISP; 50Mbps

International Quilt Study Center and Museum-Connected to UNL WAN; 1Gbps

Connected to Bancroft Public Schools; 100Mbps
Connected to ISP; 50Mbps

Connected to UNK WAN; 1Gbps

Connected to OCIO WAN; 100Mbps

Connected to ESU 11; 20Mbps

Connected to state network; 2Gbps

Connected to ESU 8; 20Mbps

Connected to ISP; 100Mbps

Will be connected to Crawford Public Schools, 20Mbps
Will be connected to ISP; 50Mbps

(6) Two graphic maps of the statewide backbone and how each Hub site and End-user site will connect to
the statewide backbone of Network Nebraska follow. Also included are network diagrams of Network
Nebraska’s aggregation points and transport infrastructure.

DUNS 135074961 CAGE: 5R1S7  Project Officer: Tom Rolfes, tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969
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402.444.5071 TEL
402.444.5397 FAX

DURHAMMUSEUM.ORG

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dantet K. O'Neill
Chalrman

John K, Boyer
Secretary

Tommie D. Thompson
Treasurer

Christi Janssen
Exeacutive Director

tephen J. Abels
Kenneth M. Bird, EA.D.
Art N. Burtscher
Harlan O. Falk
Rex Fisher

Chris Jerram
Ex-Officlo Member

Kenneth J, Keegan
Chris Kircher
Bradley L. Knuth
Joseph R. Lempka, P.E.
Steven S. Martin
Beverly Maurer
Scott D, Moore
Sue Morris

John P, Nelson
Kyle Rabino
Willianm E. Roskens
J. Scott Searl

Thomas Warren

Emeritus Members
Richard R. Bell

Stantey M. Truhlsen, M.D.

John K. Wilson

TI}N;UM

801 SOUTH 10TH STREET
OMAHA, NE 68108-3299

July 14, 2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14th Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska
Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

The Durham Museurn is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the
CIO’s application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location:

The Durham Museum
801 S 10th Street
Omaha, NE 68108

As Development Director for The Durham Museum, I can confirm that our entity
has sufficient external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical suppoxt to
carry out the objectives of this grant project, which is to share videoconferencing
content between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

1 can also confirm that The Durham Museum has not been an applicant or
received grant funding from the 2014, 2015, or 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles,
and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant
cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or
replicates the objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because it
helps connect the museum’s impactful historical resources to students in
communities across the state and beyond who may not otherwise be able to
experience a tour or program. This USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska
150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools, will assist us in
fulfilling our mission of providing educational and entertaining opportunities that
inform, inspire, and foster a sense of place in history lovers of all ages.

Sincgrely, =~

S&me
orey Wilson
Devel ent Director




Harvar d P Ublic SChOOl harvardcardinals.org

506 East North Street, PO Box 100 » Harvard, NE 68944
Phone (402) 772-2171 » FAX (402) 772-2204

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

Harvard Public School is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for grant
funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Harvard Public School 506 E. North Street Harvard, Nebraska 68944

As superintendent for Harvard Public School, | can confirm that our entity has sufficient external bandwidth,
internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant project, which is to share
videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

| can also confirm that Harvard Public School has not been an applicant or received grant funding from the
2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017
grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives of this
project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because <insert your own reason> and this
USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in
fulfilling our mission of Harvard Public School, in Partnership With Family and Community, Is Committed To
Providing Quality Educational Opportunities For All Students To Realize Their Potential As Lifelong Learners.

Sincerely,

Mickad S

Michael Derr

Superintendent, Harvard Public School

e T e e ey e T T T T T R R R T e T R T T T T e e R e R

Mike Nierman, Board President Neil Riley, Prisicipal, nriley@harvardcardinals.org

Michael Derr, Superintendent, mderr@harvardcardinals.org Blake Thompson, Assistasnt Principal/AD, bthompson@harvardcardinals.org
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1330 N. Burlington ¢ Hastings, Nebraska 68901
402-461-4629 » 800-508-4629 * HastingsMuseum.org

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

Hastings Museum is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for grant
funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

Hastings Museum
PO Box 1286
Hastings, NE 68902
402.461.2399

As Director for Hastings Museum, | can confirm that our entity has sufficient external bandwidth,
internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant project, which is to
share videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

| can also confirm that Hastings Museum has not been an applicant or received grant funding from the
2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the
FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the
objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because <insert your own reason>
and this USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
will assist us in fulfilling our mission of <insert mission statement or equivalent>.

Sincerely,

Ldvecco. SRk s

Rebecca Matticks
Director
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Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer

State of Nebraska

501 S. 14™ Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium is pleased to support the State of Nebraska
Office of the CIO’s application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium 3701 S. 10" Street  Omaha, NE 68107

As Vice President of Education for Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium, I can
confirm that our entity has sufficient external bandwidth, internal networking, and
technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant project, which is to share
videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

I can also confirm that Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium has not been an
applicant or received grant funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles,
and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any
previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives
of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because it is an
educational tool we use to develop student understanding of math and science by giving
students the opportunity to explore STEM related careers and apply knowledge through
problem-based learning experiences virtually. The USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond
Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in
fulfilling our mission of inspiring, educating, and engaging people to serve as life-long
stewards for animals, their habitats, and their conservation.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Mulkerrin, Ed.D.

Vice President of Education
Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium

VCCREDUED BY 11
ASSOCIATION
OF ZOOS Q.
3701 South 10th Street Omaha, NE 68107 TEL 402.738.2092 FAX 402.738.2017 www.omahazoo.com AGUARIUMSOY
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Lincoln

INTERNATIONAL QUILT STUDY CENTER & MUSEUM
Department of Textiles, Merchandising & Fashion Design

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14 Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

The International Quilt Study Center & Museum is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the
ClO’s application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

International Quilt Study Center & Museum, University of Nebraska — Lincoln,
1523 North 33" Street, Lincoln NE 68583

As the Director for the International Quilt Study Center & Museum, | can confirm that our entity has
sufficient external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of
this grant project, which is to share videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska
school districts.

| can also confirm that the International Quilt Study Center & Museum has not been an applicant or
received grant funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any
other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way
duplicates or replicates the objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission as we strive to increase our
outreach, especially to students in rural areas, and this USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150:
Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in fulfilling our mission to build a global
collection and audience that celebrate the cultural and artistic significance of quilts.

Sincerely,

\J(&Uj(”f{ (/’7 C@’(/C\

Leslie C. Levy, JD /
Ardis & Robert James Executive Divector

Quilt House / 1523 N. 33rd Street / P.O. Box 830838 / Lincoln, NE 68583-0838 / (402) 472-6549 / www.quiltstudy.org




Madison Public Schools

Alan Ehlers 700 So Kent St. Karla Kush
Superintendent P..O. Box 450 MS Principal/IPM/EL
Jim Crilly o Madison, NE 68748 Reid Ehrisman
Secondary Principal District Phone (402) 454-3336 Fax (402) 454-2238 Athletic Director
Andrew Offner Elementary Phone (402) 454-2656 Fax (402) 454-3978 Christine Knapp
Elem Principal/CD Office Manager

The mission of Madison Public Schools is to prepare students to be competent,
confident, productive, and responsible citizens.

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer

State of Nebraska

501 S. 14t Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Madison Public Schools is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the
CIO’s application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

Madison Elementary School
405 East 8th
Madison, NE 68748

As Superintendent for Madison Public Schools, 1 can confirm that our entity has
sufficient external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry
out the objectives of this grant project, which is to share videoconferencing content
between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

I can also confirm that Madison Public Schools has not been an applicant or received
grant funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a
participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous
USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives of this
project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because <insert
your own reason> and this USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150:
Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in fulfilling our
mission of <insert mission statement or equivalent>.

Yours in Educatio

Alan Ehlers




Madison Public Schools

Alan Ehlers 700 So Kent St. Karla Kush
Superintendent P.O. Box 450 MS Principal/IPM/EL
Jim Crilly . Madison, NE 68748 Reid Ehrisman
Secondary Principal District Phone (402) 454-3336 Fax (402) 454-2238 Athletic Director
Andrew Offner Elementary Phone (402) 454-2656 Fax (402) 454-3978 Christine Knapp
Elem Principal/CD Office Manager

The mission of Madison Public Schools is to prepare students to be competent,
confident, productive, and responsible citizens.

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer

State of Nebraska

501 S. 14t Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Madison Public Schools is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the
CIO’s application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

Madison Middle School
700 South Kent Street
Madison, NE 68748

As Superintendent for Madison Public Schools, I can confirm that our entity has
sufficient external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry
out the objectives of this grant project, which is to share videoconferencing content
between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

I can also confirm that Madison Public Schools has not been an applicant or received
grant funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is nota
participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous
USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives of this
project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because <insert
your own reason> and this USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150:
Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in fulfilling our
mission of <insert mission statement or equivalent>.

Yours in Education,

. A~




MONA
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m MUSEUM OF NEBRASKA ART

2401 Ceniral Avenue « Kearney, NE 68847 « Phone (308) 865-8559 » Fax (308) 865-8104 mona.unk.edu

OFFICERS

President

Tami Hellman, Kearney
President-elect

Robert H. Culver Jr., Omaha
Secretary

Leslie Abegglen, Kearney
Treasurer

Margaret Hornady-David, Grand Island
Vice President-Collection
John F. Wiederspan, Lincoln
Vice President-Development
Marilyn Hadley, Keamey
Vice President-Education
Cathy Johnson, Keamney
Vice President-Facilities
Stephen Clymer, Lincoln
Vice President-Investment
Robert Nefsky, Lincoln

BOARD MEMBERS

Deanna Bosselman, Doniphan

Djel Brown, Omaha

Jack Campbell, Lincoln

William F. Dugan, Waterloo

Jerry Fox, Keamney

Tom Gallagher, New York/Red Cloud
Sharon Marvin Griffin, Omaha

John Heil, Omaha

Candy Henning, Lincoln

Mary Henning, Kearney

Christie Hirschfeld, Keamney

Joyce Holtmeier, DeWitt

Michael Jacobson, North Platte

Kathy LeBaron, Lincoin

Marilyn Maude, Lincoln

George W. Neubert, Brownville
Larry Nye, Ogallala

Dan O’ Neill, North Platte

Ann Pape, Omaha

Sue Quambusch, Lincoln

Kim M. Robak, Lincoln

Jeanne Salerno, Omaha

Michael Schnieders, Kearney

Thomas W. Tye II, Kearney

Becky Van de Bogart, Lincoln/Cambridge
David A. Wiebe, M.D., Keamey

Lyn Wallin Ziegenbein, Omaha
Douglas A. Kristensen, Minden, Ex Officio
William Jurma, Keamey, Ex Qfficio
Jon C. Watts, Keamey, Ex Qfficio
Belen Benavides, Keamey, Ex Officio
Delaine Uhlman, Kearney, Ex Officio
Richard Schuessler, Keamey, Ex Qfficio

MEMBERS EMERITI

Steve Chatelain, Keamey

Bruce Frasier, Omaha

Jack Karraker, Kearney

Beverley Karrer, Omaha

Ruth Keene, Omaha

Larry Peterson, Kearney

Carl Rohman, Lincoln/Elwood/Brownville
Jane Rohman, Lincoln/Elwood/Brownville
Anne Thorne Weaver, Omaha

MUSEUM STAFF

Audrey S. Kauders, Director

Teliza V. Rodriguez, Curator

Russ Erpelding, ARTreach Curator

Jean Jacobson, Collection Coordinator
Tackie Abell, Director of Education

Dana Ghorashy, Education Assistant

Karen Humphrey, Director of Development
Melissa Hartman, Membership Coordinator
W. Scott Heath, Operations Manager

Gina Garden, Marketing Coordinator

July 14, 2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 South 14th Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska
Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

The Museum of Nebraska Art (MONA) is pleased to support the State of
Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for funds under the USDA RUS
DLT grant program.

This grant proposal directly affects our institution located at 2401 Central
Avenue in Kearney, Nebraska. We are affiliated with the University of
Nebraska at Kearney, and | have been assured by the Assistant Vice
Chancellor, Information Technology, that we have sufficient external
bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the
objectives of this grant project to share videoconferencing content between
content providers and Nebraska school districts.

MONA has not been an applicant or received grant funding from the 2014,
2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant in any other
USDA RUS application for the FY 2017 grant cycle. We have not received
any previous USDA grants.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission for
teachers and students who are unable to visit the Museum. Distance
learning provides students with the opportunity to engage with the work of
historical and contemporary artists, the cultural identity of Nebraska, and to
experience the Museum as a community-based, life-long learning resource.
This grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for
Nebraska Schools, fits with our mission of celebrating the history of
Nebraska’s visual arts for diverse audiences. MONA collects, preserves,
researches, exhibits, and interprets the works of artists who were born,
lived, trained, or worked in Nebraska or who created artworks that reflect
the culture of Nebraska. For school children in particular, the works in our
collection have a direct relevance to where they live.

Sincerely, /
Audﬁa?‘g%mders S
Director




NEBRASKA
PRAIRIE

MAMUSEUM

OF THE PHELPS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PO.BOX 164 + HOLDREGE, NE 68949-0164 *» 308-995-5015 * www.nebraskaprairic.org

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

Nebraska Prairie Museum is pleased to suppart the State of Nebraska Office of the CiO’s application for grant
funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location:

Nebraska Prairie Museum
2701 Burlington Street
Holdrege, NE 68949

As Museum Director for Nebraska Prairie Museum, | can confirm that our entity has sufficient external
bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant project, which is
to share videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

| can also confirm that Nebraska Prairie Museum has not been an applicant or received grant funding from the
2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017
grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives of this
project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because <insert your own reason> and this
USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in
fulfilling our mission of being an historical, interactive resource for the community, through the collection of
artifacts, items and memorabilia that explain the life styles of those who preceded us.

Sincerely,

/e

Dan Christensen

Museum Director

Je=——
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

July 12, 2017

Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer, State of Nebraska
501 S. 14 Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

The Nebraska State Historical Society is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the ClO’s application
for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

Chimney Rock National Historic Site 9822 Road 75 Bayard, NE 69334
Neligh Mill State Historic Site N Street & Wylie Drive Neligh, NE 68756
John G. Neihardt State Historic Site Elm & Washington Sts. Bancroft, NE 68004
Nebraska History Museum 131 Centennial Mall North Lincoln, NE 68508

As the Director and CEO for the Nebraska State Historical Society | can confirm that our entity has sufficient
external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant
project, which is to share videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

| can also confirm that the Nebraska State Historical Society has not been an applicant or received grant
funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS
grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates
the objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because the study of history is essential to
creating personal identity, teaching critical thinking skills, fostering engaged citizens and inspiring leadership.
Providing resources to Nebraska history students across 77,000 square miles is an obvious challenge and this
USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools, will assist us in
connecting students with historical resources in fulfillment of our mission to collect, preserve, and interpret
the histories we share.

Sinccﬁ,
b/

Trevor Jones

Director & CEO 1500 R Street

PO Box 82554
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554

p: (800) 833-6747
(402) 471-3270
f: (402) 471-3100

www.nebraskahistory.org




State of Nebraska

Pete Ricketts Office of the Chief Information Officer
Governor Ed Toner
Chief Information Officer

P.O. Box 95045

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-5045

402-471-3560

July 17, 2017

Deputy Assistant Administrator

Loan Origination and Approval Division
Rural Utilities Service

STOP 1597, Room 2844

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20250-1597

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Deputy Assistant Administrator:

The State of Nebraska Office of the CIO strongly supports the State of Nebraska’s application for grant funds
from the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following Hub Site location:
State Office of the CIO 501 S. 14t Lincoln, NE 68508-2711

As Chief Information Officer for the State of Nebraska, | can confirm, both as the grant applicant and as a Hub
Site, that our entity has sufficient external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out
the objectives of this grant project, which is to share videoconferencing content between content providers
and Nebraska school districts.

| can also confirm that the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO has not been an applicant or received grant
funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS
grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates
the objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our statutory mission because the Legislature requires that
Network Nebraska meet the demands of public schools and carry a spectrum of applications, including
distance learning, across the state. This USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical
Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in fulfilling our mission of respecting the taxpayers of Nebraska.

Sincerely,

e

Ed Toner
Chief Information Officer

Office Location: 501 South 14 Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Niobrara Public Schools

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
P.O Box 310
Niobrara, NE 68760
Ed Toner Phone (402)857-3323 - Fax (402)857-3716
Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska
501 S. 14% Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Niobrara Public School is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for grant
funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Niobrara Public School, 247 N. Hwy 12, Niobrara, NE 68760

As Superintendent for Niobrara Public School, | can confirm that our entity has sufficient external bandwidth,
internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant project, which is to share
videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

I can also confirm that Niobrara Public School has not been an applicant or received grant funding from the
2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017
grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives of this
project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because lifelong learning is our emphasis
and this USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will
assist us in fulfilling our mission of to equip students to succeed in a complex changing world.

Sincerely,

(7

L P -
/| ngé@%-/ﬂ//’[&v’f\\
Margar Sand’oz,S“UperinteCfent

i



Schuyler Community Schools

401 Adam Street, Schuyler, Ne 68661
Superintendent Dr. Daniel Hoesing
Phone: 402-352-2421 Fax: 402-352-5552

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Schuyler Community Schools is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for
grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

Schuyler Elementary School 2404 Denver Street Schuyler, NE 68661
Schuyler Middle School 200 W. 10" Street Schuyler, NE 68661

As Superintendent for Schuyler Community Schools, I can confirm that our entity has sufficient external
bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant project, which is
to share videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

| can also confirm that Schuyler Community Schools has not received grant funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016
USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any
previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because we are a high poverty district and
this USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist
us in fulfilling the mission of Schuyler Community Schools in partnership with parents, students and the
community, is committed to educating students to become skilled, knowledgeable and responsible citizens in a

global society.

Sincerely,

Daniel J. Hoesing

Dr. Daniel Hoesing Darli Vrba Dave Gibbons

Superintendent K-12 Special Education Administrator PK-12 Director of Curriculum, School

401 Adam Street 200 W.10™ Street Improvement and Special Services
Schuyler, NE 68661 Schuyler, NE 68661 200 West 10t Street

Phone: 402-352-3527 Phone: 402-352-5514 Schuyler, NE 68661

Fax: 402-352-5552 Fax: 402-352-2644 Phone: 402-352-5514 Fax: 402-352-2644

North Central Association ® Accredited Since 1914
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Southwest Nebraska Distance Education Network

Ll Toner

Chief latarmation (ficer

State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street

Lincoln, N1 6833045

®I% Beyond Nebraska [50: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Deur My, Toner:

The Southwest Nehraska Distance Deieatisn Netwark which pravides network operations and distnee learning services for
South Plade Pualic Schools is pleased w suppart the State of Nebraska Office of the C1O%s upplication for grant funds For the
LSDA RUS DL grant progrum.

This USNA RUS geant praposal directly affects ihe follawing location{s¥:
South Platte Public Schouls 610 Plum Street Big Springs, NI 69122

[ cam conlirm that eur ennity bas sufticient external bandwidth, internal networking. and Lechnival support fo.cey it the
grant profect. which is to share videovenferencing content between vontent pravklees and Nebraska school

ohjectives of this

disiricts.

1 eun afso conlirm that South Platte Public Sehnols has net been an applicant or received grant unding o the 2004, 2015, 2016
USDA RUS prare eveles, snd is not a parsicipant on say other USDA RUS grant lor te Y 2007 gant eycie. Any previous

LSDA prant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives of this projeet proposal.

Distanee learning is a eeitical companent o e educitional mission and helps teachers ke reinforee lessans by bringing in
autside expents and resources, and this USDA RUS LI prant. Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for
Nebraska Sehools will assist us in [ullilling oo beliel that wll chiklren have the power o lzarn, ar curious and ercative, und van

sueceed,

Seolt A, Jones
Sauthawest Nebifiska Distanee Educntion Network




Strategic Air Command
& Aerospace Museum

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the ClO’s
application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum 28210 West Park Hwy Ashland, Ne 68003

As Executive Director for Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum, | can confirm that our entity has

sufficient external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this
grant project, which is to share videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school
districts.

| can also confirm that Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum has not been an applicant or received
grant funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA
RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or
replicates the objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because the Strategic Air Command &
Aerospace Museum is a place where students are able to explore STEM concepts beyond the classroom.
Educational program priorities focus on creating an immersive STEM experience, giving access and inspiring
students with technology, and creating opportunities to develop 21st century skills. This USDA RUS DLT grant,
Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in fulfilling our mission
to preserve the history of Strategic Air Command, the Cold War and aerospace artifacts, and to inspire learning
through imaginative, innovative, and inspirational programs and exhibits.

Sincerely,
Wl X WU G
Dr. Michael L McGinnis, BG (Ret) USA

Executive Director




Umo"ho" Nation Public School

470 Main Street P.O.Box280 Macy, NE 68039
402-837-5622  402-837-5245 FAX
Business Office 402-837-5344  Superintendent's Office 402-837-5368

“Strengthening Native traditions...learning to flourish in other cultures”
“Motivate, Move, Mold, and Make your Mark”

Stacie Hardy, Superintendent

Mary Anne Oehlerking, Director of Student Services
Travis Tarman, Secondary School Principal

Joseph Wanning, Elementary Principal

July 14,2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer

State of Nebraska

501 S. 14™ Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Umoho" Nation Public Schools is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application
for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

Umo"ho" Nation Public Schools
470 Main Street

PO 280

Macy, NE 68039

As Superintendent for Umo™ho" Nation Schools, I can confirm that our entity has sufficient external
bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant project, which
is to share videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

I can also confirm Umo™ho" Nation Schools has not been an applicant or received grant funding from the
2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the
FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the
objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because our students are constantly
needing resources and seeking educational opportunities from outside our school district and this USDA
RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist
us in fulfilling our mission of providing a student-centered education in a safe and respectful learning
environment allowing our students to strengthen Native American traditions yet flourish in other cultures.



Sincerely,

et

Stacie Hardy
Superintendent
Umo"™ho™ Nation Public School




N b\lIVERSITY]OF

Lincoln

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA STATE MUSEUM
July 14, 2017

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14™ Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

The University of Nebraska State Museum is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s
application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following hub sites:

Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park 86930 517 Ave. Royal, NE 68773
Trailside Museum of Natural History P.O. Box 462 Crawford, NE 69339

As director for the University of Nebraska State Museum, | can confirm that our entity has sufficient external
bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant project at both
hub sites, which is to share videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school
districts.

I can also confirm that the University of Nebraska State Museum has not been an applicant or received grant
funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS
grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational outreach, because as Nebraska's State Museum,
we have a charter obligation to serve all the citizens in our great State. Distance learning capability, in the form
of Virtual Field Trips, enables us to reach schools in rural communities as well as others who, for financial or
other reasons, are unable to travel to one of our museum sites for in-person field trips. This USDA RUS DLT
grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in
fulfilling our mission to discover and disseminate knowledge about the natural world through research and
education.

Sincerely,

IL— (/b u""‘”"‘”

Dr. Susan Weller, Director
University of Nebraska State Museum

\_/[,L

Morrill Hall / P.O. Box 880338 / Lincoln, NE 68588-0338 / (402) 472-3779 / FAX (402) 472-8899




THE

WiLLA CATHER

FOUNDATION

Board of Governors

President:

Lynette Krieger
Hastings, Nebraska
Vice President:
Marion Arneson
Wayne, Nebraska
Secretary:

Glenda Pierce
Lincoln, Nebraska
Treasurer:

C. Kay Stahly
Kearney, Nebraska
Past President:
Thomas Reese Gallagher
New York, New York
Virgil Albertini
Fairway, Kansas

Mark W. Bostock
Windsor, Colorado

Max Frazier
Monument, Colorado

Ramoén Guerra
Lincoln, Nebraska

Sarah Baker Hansen
Omaha, Nebraska
Richard C. Harris
Sea Cliff, New York

Andrew Jewell
Lincoln, Nebraska

Charles Johanningsmeier

Omaha, Nebraska

Ruth H. Keene
Omaha, Nebraska

Fritz Mountford
Hastings, Nebraska

John J. Murphy
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Julie Olin-Ammentorp
Manlius, New York

Charles A. Peek
Kearney, Nebraska
Guy Reynolds
Lincoln, Nebraska
Ann Romines
Alexandria, Virginia
Nancy Sherwood
Omaha, Nebraska
Steve Shively

Logan, Utah

Amy L. Springer

Red Cloud, Nebraska
Sally S. Stich
Denver, Colorado
Robert Thacker
Canton, New York
Lu Williams

Red Cloud, Nebraska

John A (Jay) Yost
New York, New York

413 NORTH WEBSTER STREET
RED CLOUD, NE 68970
www.WillaCather.org

Phone: 402-746-2653
Toll Free: 866-731-7304
Fax: 402-746-2652
Tickets: 402-746-2641

The National Willa Cather Center

Ashley Olson, Executive Director

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14™ Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

The Willa Cather Foundation is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the
CIO’s application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
The Willa Cather Foundation, 413 North Webster St., Red Cloud, Nebraska 68970

As the executive director of the Willa Cather Foundation, I can confirm that our entity
has sufficient external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry
out the objectives of this grant project, which is to share videoconferencing content
between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

1 can also confirm that the Willa Cather Foundation has not been an applicant or
received grant funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a
participant on any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous
USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives of this
project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because of limited
school budgets for transportation and arts and humanities programming. Our mission of
providing arts, humanities, and literary programming to underserved and rural Nebraska
schools will be greatly assisted by this USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150:
Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools.

Sincerely,

“/&Mu Dbase__

/]
Ashley/Olson
Executive Director

Advisory Council: Bruce P. Baker II, Omaha, Nebraska — Laurie Smith Camp, Omaha, Nebraska — James L. Fitzgibbon, Red Cloud, Nebraska

David B. Garwood, Red Cloud, Nebraska — Joel Geyer, Lincoln, Nebraska — Jane Renner Hood, Lincoln, Nebraska — Ron Hull, Lincoln, Nebraska — Betty Kort, Hastings, Nebraska
Mellanee Kvasnicka, LaVista, Nebraska — Lucia Woods Lindley, New York, New York — Susan Maher, Duluth, Minnesota — Gary L. Meyer, Red Cloud, Nebraska — Nancy Picchi, New York, New York
Rhonda Seacrest, Lincoln, Nebraska James P. Southwick, Heber City, Utah — John N. Swift, Whittier, California — Gary W. Thompson, Lincoln, Nebraska — Joseph R. Urgo, Asheville, North Carolina




Santee Community School

VILLAGE OF SANTEE
206 FRAZIER AVENUE EAST
NIOBRARA, NEBRASKA 68760-7213
Phone: (402) 857-2741
Fax: (402) 857-2743
http://www .santeeschools.org

Superintendent
Ms. Kari Garwood-Daniels

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501S. 14" Street
Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Santee Community Schools is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s application for
grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):

Santee Elementary School
206 E Frazier Ave
Niobrara, NE 68760

As Superintendent for Santee Community Schools, | can confirm that our entity has sufficient external
bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this grant project,
which is to share videoconferencing content between content providers and Nebraska school districts.

I can also confirm that Santee Community Schools has not been an applicant or received grant funding
from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other USDA RUS grant
for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way duplicates or replicates
the objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because we are located in a rural
and remote location and have a high number of free and reduced students who do not have access to
acadamic resources outside of the area and this USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150:
Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools will assist us in fulfilling our mission of providing all
students with equiable opportunities.

Smcerely,
& kﬂwﬁ/ﬂ\/ e (/9)
Ms. Kan Garwood Daniels

Superintendent of Santee Community Schools




WALTHILL PUBLIC SCHOOL

ﬁ HOME OF THE BLUJAYS \L

High Expectations in a Safe Environment

BOARD MEMBERS SUPERINTENDENT SECONDARY PRINCIPAL
James Rendol St., President Ed Stansberry [2d Ross

Vida Stabler., Vice-President estansberry@walthillschool.org crossidwalthillschool.org

Chad Fuller, Sceretary

Chris Morgan 602 Main St. Box 3C ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
Richard Valentino Walthill, NE 68067-0563 Mark Evetovich

Chris Ross Phone (402) 846-5432 mevetovich@walthillschool.org

Fax (402)846-5932
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Marty Slaughter
mslaughter@walthillschool.org

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer

State of Nebraska

501 S. 14" Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Dear Mr. Toner:

Walthill Public School is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s
application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Walthll Public School

602 Main St

Walthill NE 68067

As Superintendent of Walthill Public School, | can confirm that our entity has sufficient
external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives
of this grant project, which is to share videoconferencing content between content
providers and Nebraska school districts.

[ can also confirm that Walthill Public School has not been an applicant or received grant
funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on
any other USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant

funding received in no way duplicates or replicates the objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because it helps us
complete our goal of meeting our mission to helps children and this USDA RUS DLT
grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
will assist us in fulfilling our mission of We the people of Walthill Public School District
are committed to generating a caring, respectful, and safe learning environment, which
promotes positive self-realization and high academic success.

"3cerel Y,

Ed Stansberry
Superintendent




Winnebago Public Schools

Post Office Box KK, 202 Osborne St.
Winnebago, Nebraska 68071
“Learners Today...Leaders Tomorrow”
Phone (402)878-2224, Fax (402)878-2472

Ed Toner

Chief Information Officer
State of Nebraska

501 S. 14+ Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-5045

RE: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools
Dear Mr. Toner:

Winnebago Public Schools is pleased to support the State of Nebraska Office of the CIO’s
application for grant funds for the USDA RUS DLT grant program.

This USDA RUS grant proposal directly affects the following location(s):
Winnebago Public Schools 202 Osborne, Winnebago NE 68071

As Superintendent for Winnebago Public Schools, | can confirm that our entity has sufficient
external bandwidth, internal networking, and technical support to carry out the objectives of this
grant project, which is to share videoconferencing content between content providers and
Nebraska school districts.

[ can also confirm that Winnebago Public Schools has not been an applicant or received grant
funding from the 2014, 2015, 2016 USDA RUS grant cycles, and is not a participant on any other
USDA RUS grant for the FY 2017 grant cycle. Any previous USDA grant funding received in no way
duplicates or replicates the objectives of this project proposal.

Distance learning is a critical component to our educational mission because will inspire our
students and staff with opportunities to meet our mission of “Learners Today... Leaders
Tomorrow.” This USDA RUS DLT grant, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for
Nebraska Schools will benefit the students at Winnebago Public Schools.

S@cerely,
v} 4 Jv\
Dan Fehringer N)/LA

Superintendent




State of Nebraska, Department of Administrative Services, Office of the Chief Information Officer

Grant Proposal: Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools

Tab H:

Federal
Compliance
Forms

DUNS 135074961 CAGE: 5R1S7  Project Officer: Tom Rolfes, tom.rolfes@nebraska.gov, 402-471-7969




Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination Certification

All grants made under 7 CFR 1703 are subject to the nondiscrimination provisions of Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, (7 CFR 15); Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as
amended, (29 U.S.C. 901 et seq.; 7 CFR 15b); and the Age Discrimination of 1975, as amended (42
U.S.C. 6101 et seq.; 45 CFR 90), and as amended by Executive Order 11375 Amending Executive
Order 11246, Relating to Equal Employment Opportunity (3 CFR, 1966, 1970 Comp., p. 684).

As a prospective primary participant recipient of financial assistance from RUS, this organization
commits to carry out RUS’ established policy to comply with the requirements of the above laws and
executive orders to the effect that no person in the United States shall, “on the basis of race, color,
national origin, handicap, or age, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be
otherwise subjected to discrimination under the RUS Distance Learning and Telemedicine Loan and
Grant Programs.”

The State of Nebraska, Office of the CIO (Grantee)
hereby certifies that, as a prospective recipient under the said Distance Learning and Telemedicine

Loan and Grant Program, it will comply with the above referenced laws, regulations and Executive
Orders.

N
F\

7//% 20/

Date Signature

Ed Toner

Type or Print Name

Chief Information Officer

Title

55




Certificate Regarding Architectural Barriers

All facilities financed with RUS grants that are open to the public, or in which physically handicapped
persons may be employed or reside, must be designed, constructed, and/or altered to be readily
accessible to and usable by handicapped persons. Standards for these facilities must comply with the
Architectural Barriers Act of 1968, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4151 ef seq.), and with the Uniform Federal
Accessibility Standards (UFAS), (Appendix A to 41 CFR subpart 101-19.6).

As a prospective primary participant recipient of financial assistance from RUS, this organization
commits to carry out RUS’ established policy to comply with the requirements of the above referenced
law to the effect that all facilities must be readily accessible to and usable by handicapped persons.

The State of Nebraska, Office of the CIO (Grantee) hereby certifies, that, as a prospective
recipient under the Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant and Loan Program, it is in compliance,

or will be in compliance upon completion of the project, with the above referenced law.

e 17 =z —

Date ~ Signature

Ed Toner

Type or Print Name

Chief Information Officer

Title

56




Certificate Regarding Flood Hazard Area Precautions

In accordance with 7 CFR 1788, if the project is in an area subject to flooding, flood insurance must be
provided to the extent available and required under the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as
amended by the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4001-4128). If
applicable, the insurance must cover, in addition to the buildings, any machinery, equipment, fixtures,
and furnishings contained in the buildings. RUS will comply with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain
Management (3 CFR, 1977 Comp., p. 117), and 7 CFR 1794.41, of this chapter in considering the

application for the project.
Please check the appropriate line below:

___a) The project is not located in a 100-year flood plain; therefore, no Flood Insurance is required.

_X_b) The project is located in a 100-year flood plain and the required insurance is or will be provided
by:
Schuyler Public Schools (2 end-user sites)

The State of Nebraska, Office of the CIO (Grantee) hereby certifies, that, as a prospective
recipient under the Distance Learning and Telemedicine Loan and Grant Program, it is in compliance,
or will be in compliance during construction and/or installation of equipment and upon completion of
the project, with the above referenced law.

Z///%/Za/? é//&,

I4

Date Signature
Ed Toner
Type or Print Name
Chief Information Officer
Title
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Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970 Certification

The _ State of Nebraska, Office of the CIO (Grantee) assures that it
will comply with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of

1970 (Uniform Act) as amended, 42 U.S.C. 4601-4655, and with implementing Federal regulations in
49 CFR 24 and 7 CFR 21.

Specifically, the __State of Nebraska, Office of the CIO (Grantee) assures that:

Whenever Federal financial assistance is used to pay for any part of the cost of a program or project
which will result in the displacement of any person;

(a) Fair and reasonable relocation payments and assistance shall be provided to or for
displaced persons in accordance with sections 202, 203, and 204 of the Uniform Act,

(b) Relocation assistance programs offering the services described in section 205 of the
Uniform Act shall be provided to displaced persons, and

(¢) Within a reasonable period of time prior to displacement, comparable replacement
dwellings will be available to displaced persons in accordance with section 205(c) (3) of

the Uniform Act.
7//% 17 %«—/
Date Signaturé of President or Authorized Official of
Ultimate Recipient
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Certification Regarding Drug-Free Workplace Requirements for Grantees
Other than Individuals

This certification is required by the regulations implementing Sections 5151-5160 of the Drug-Free
Workplace Act of 1988 (P.L. 100-690, Title V, Subtitle D; 41 U.S.C. 701 et seq.), 7 CFR 3017.600.

A. The grantee certifies that it will or will continue to provide a drug-free workplace by:

(a) Publishing a statement notifying employees that unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing,
possession, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the grantee’s workplace and
specifying the actions that will be taken against employees for violation of such prohibition;

(b) Establishing an ongoing drug-free awareness program to inform employees about:

(1) The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace;

(2) The grantee’s policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace;

(3) Any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance programs; and

(4) The penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse violations occurring in
the workplace;

(¢) Making it a requirement that each employee to be engaged in the performance of the grant be
given a copy of the statement required by paragraph (a);

(d) Notifying the employee in the statement required by paragraph (a) that, as a condition of
employment under the grant, the employee will:

(1) Abide by the terms of the statement; and
(2) Notify the employer in writing of his or her conviction for a violation of a criminal drug
statute occurring in the workplace no later than 5 calendar days after such conviction;

(e) Notifying the Agency in writing, within 10 calendar days after receiving notice under
subparagraph (d) (2) from an employee or otherwise receiving actual notice of such conviction.
Employers of convicted employees must provide notice, including position title, to every grant
officer on whose grant activity the convicted employee was working, unless the Federal agency
has designated a central point for the receipt of such notices. Notice shall include the
identification number(s) of each affected grant;

Page 1 of 2
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(f) Taking one of the following actions, within 30 calendar days of receiving notice under

subparagraph (d)(2), with respect to any employee who is so convicted:

(1) Taking appropriate personnel action against such an employee, up to and including
termination, consistent with the requirements of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as

amended; or

(2) Requiring such employee to participate satisfactorily in a drug abuse assistance or
rehabilitation program approved for such purposes by a Federal, State, or local health, law

enforcement, or other appropriate agency;

(g) Making a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug-free workplace through

implementation of paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f).

B. The grantee may insert in the space provided below the site(s) for the performance of work done in

connection with the specific grant:

Place of Performance:

501 S. 14th Street Lincoln
Street Address City

Lancaster Nebraska 68509-5045
County State Zip Code

Check if there are workplaces on file that are not identified here.

f Nebraska, Office of the Cl

Organization Name

Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer

Name and Title of Authorized Representative

-

P

i S 7///% o

Signature

60
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Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility
Matters—Primary Covered Transactions

This certification is required by the regulations implementing Executive Order 12549, Debarment and
Suspension, 7 CFR 3017.510.

(1) The prospective primary participant certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief, that it and its
principals:

(a) are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or
voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal department or agency;

(b) have not within a 3-year period preceding this proposal been convicted of or had a civil
judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection
with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or local)
transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes
or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records,
making false statements, or receiving stolen property;

(¢) are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental
entity (Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in

paragraph (1)(b) of this certification; and

(d) have not within a 3-year period preceding this application/proposal had one or more public
transactions (Federal, State, or local) terminated for cause or default.

(2) Where the prospective primary participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this
certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

State of Nebraska, Office of the CIO

Organization Name

Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer

Name and Title of Authorized Representative

é/%__’——* /7//2/ /7

- Signature Date
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Certification Regsarding Lobbying for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and
Cooperative Agreements

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the
undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of
any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a
Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of
any Federal grant or loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension,
continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or
cooperative agreement.

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person
for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of
Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in
connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned
shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in
accordance with its instructions. (Copies of this form may be obtained from RUS.)

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award
documents for all sub awards at all tiers (including subcontracts, sub grants, and contracts
under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all sub recipients shall certify and
disclose accordingly.

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this
transaction was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or
entering into this transaction imposed by 31 U.S.C. 1352. Any person who fails to file the required
certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for
each such failure.

State of Nebraska, Office of the CIO

Organization Name

Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer

Name and Title of Authorized Representative

P/ e T

Signature Date
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Non-Duplication of Services Certificate

As a prospective primary participant recipient of assistance from RUS, this organization commits to
carry out RUS’ established policy to comply with the requirements that no facilities using financial
assistance will duplicate adequate established telemedicine services and/or distance learning services.

The __State of Nebraska, Office of the CIO (Grantee) hereby certifies that as a
prospective recipient under the said Distance Learning and Telemedicine Loan and Grant Program,

that it will not use RUS grant funds to duplicate any adequate established services as referenced above.

(Note: Applicants and participants in DLT grant applications are sometimes applicants or participants
in other current year applications or are sometime applicants or participants in projects that received
awards in prior years. For guidance on disclosing such situation with respect to duplication of
adequate established services, please refer to “Include the Following in your TSP” under D-1,
Telecommunications System Plan, in Section 1V of the Application Guide.)

T ) 7 A

Date Signature

Ed Toner

Type or Print Name

Chief Information Officer

Title
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Federal Oblisations Certification on Delinquent Debt

IS THE APPLICANT DELINQUENT ON ANY FEDERAL DEBT? YES X ___NO

Note: Example of debts include, but are not limited to, delinquent taxes, guaranteed or direct government
loans (more than 31 days past due) and other administrative debts.

If Yes, provide explanatory information.

APPLICANT CERTIFICATION
FEDERAL COLLECTION POLICIES FOR COMMERCIAL DEBT

The Federal Government is authorized by law to take any or all of the following actions in the event that a
borrower’s loan payments become delinquent or the borrower defaults on its loan: (1) Report the borrower’s
delinquent account to a credit bureau; (2) Assess additional interest and penalty charges for the period of
time that payment is not made; (3) Assess charges to cover additional administrative costs incurred by the
Government to service the borrower’s account; (4) Offset amounts owed to the borrower under other Federal
programs; (5) Refer the borrower’s debt to the Internal Revenue Service for offset against any amount owed
to the borrower as an income tax refund; (6) Refer the borrower’s account to a private collection agency to
collect the amount due; and (7) Refer the borrower’s account to the Department of Justice for litigation in
the courts.

All of these actions can and will be used to recover any debts owed when it is determined to be in the interest
of the Government to do so.

Certification

I have read and understand the actions the Federal Government can take in the event that I fail to
meet my scheduled payments in accordance with the terms and conditions of my agreements.

Signed: ¢/4 %7\»«—

Printed Name: Ed Toner

Title: Chief Information Officer

Company: State of Nebraska, OCIO

Date: '7////}//7
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Environmental Impact Certification

Environmental Project Summary:

This USDA RUS DLT grant project, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content
for Nebraska Schools will have NO environmental impact on any wetlands, farmlands,
floodplain, cultural environment, endangered species, environmental quality, or historic
preservation since all equipment will be installed inside buildings of every participating

end-user and hub site.

(This description should encompass all construction in the project, no matter the source of funding.
It should provide details of how the project will affect the environment (wetlands, farmlands,
Sfloodplain, cultural environment, endangered species, environmental quality, and historic
preservation). If additional space is needed, continue on white bond paper and attach to this

certification.)

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that the construction proposed in this application will not adversely

impact the environment or historic preservation.
e D

- (Signafure and Date)
Chief Information Officer

(Print or Type Title)
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Schedule J

Proof of Legal Existence and Authority to Contract with the Federal
Government
System for Award Management Registration Information

System for Award Management (SAM) registration

CAGE Code: 5R1S7

State of Nebraska, Office of the CIO (Applicant) hereby
certifies, that the SAM registration is active, with current information and complete.

State of Nebraska, Office of the CIO

Organization Name

s — ,7//7/L 017

Authorized Repf{senﬂmrive 's Signature Date

Ed Toner
Name Typed or Printed
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USDA

United States Department of Agriculiure

July 12, 2017

Edward A. Toner

Chief Information Officer
Office of the CIO

501 South 14th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

Dear Mr. Toner:

This letter is in response to your request concerning the Distance Learning Telemedicine (DLT)
Grant application being submitted to USDA Rural Development, Rural Utilities Programs, for
review and funding.

This office has reviewed the Office of the CIO’s (OCIO) proposal for the Distance Learning
project, Beyond Nebraska 150: Virtualizing Critical Content for Nebraska Schools, in order
to assist Nebraska museums and science centers with the development and delivery of high
quality videoconferencing content to Nebraska rural and economically challenged schools. Your
project title, “Beyond Nebraska 150” is appropriate since Nebraska is celebratmg its Statehood
Sesquicentennial during 2017. ’
Nebraska K-12 education has a rich history of videoconferencing dating back to the early 1990s;
however, most of the usage over the past 25 years has been for accredited course exchange
between high schools and between high schools and community colleges, with only a handful of
museums virtualizing their field trip content. Your project proposal aims to dramatically increase
the number of museums, science centers, and zoos offering standards-aligned content, and
specifically target the most rural and most economically challenged schools in the State, the
same student populations who have been unable to participate fully in the Nebraska
Sesquicentennial activities.

The breadth and reach of your proposal is evident in the twenty-eight museums and science
centers that were invited to participate, based on their geographical remoteness, readiness to
virtualize their content, and their human and technical capacity to take on this project. Twenty-
one elementary and middle schools were also invited to participate, based on their rurality and
economic need.

Significant support, training and facilitation will be provided by the State of Nebraska, the
University of Nebraska, the Nebraska State Historical Society, the Nebraska Department of
Education, and the Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council, thus providing inclusive
involvement from many entities associated with education and the exhibition of the history of
Nebraska. Further project support and sustainability is shown with the statewide network,
Network Nebraska that interconnects 100% of Nebraska school districts and colleges to high
speed broadband and affordable Internet through optical fiber which will supply the capacity to
carry high definition videoconferencing throughout the life of this grant program and beyond.

Rural Development » Nebraska State Office
Ste. 308 Federal Building * 100 Centennial Mall N « Lincoln, NE 68508
Voice (402) 437-5551 < Fax (855) 207-0384

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.




Your proposed overall capacity building project should be a “game changer” for rural Nebraska,
not only in terms of educational impact and economic development, but also empowering these
museums and science centers to develop a national outreach through your statewide

network. Nebraska possesses exceptional educational resources that need to be shared not
only with our own Nebraska students, but externally as well. Your proposal also provides an
excellent project result example of the University of Nebraska State Museum, through an
Environmental Trust Grant, and coordinated by your office, pulling fiber to Ashfall Fossil Beds
State Historical Site by October 1, 2017, and through this USDA-RUS project, will develop

- virtual field trips and live videoconferencing for Nebraska schools for the very first time since its
1977 discovery.

Your proposal would conform to the Nebraska'’s State Strategic Plan. Grant funding is limited
and is generally available to only certain types of entities. USDA Rural Development is not
aware of other funding resources for this purpose. | wish you much success in your efforts to
secure funding under the DLT program. If we can be of any other assistance please contact me
at 402-437-5559 or Roger Meeks, General Field Representative, at 402-416-4936.

/3:/,%7’1, W

Denise Brosius-Meeks
Acting State Director
USDA Rural Development

Sincérely,

CcC: Community Programs Director " USDA General Field Representative
Lincoln, Nebraska roger.meeks @wdc.usda.gov.
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