NITC Education Council 2005 Legislative Intent Language as contained in:

LB 425; Sec. 165. AGENCY NO. 47 -- NEBRASKA EDUCATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
(2) It is the intent of the Legislature to provide for a coordinated, statewide educational telecommunications system and services. It is in the best interests of the state to assure that a process is in place (a) to address the appropriate use of technology, the potential for unnecessary duplication of program origination among educational sectors, and the means by which methodical assessment of unmet needs and demands for satellite and terrestrially based programming will be undertaken and (b) to prioritize programming according to identified unmet needs and selectively identify sectors and institutions to serve as program originators.


(3) It is the intent of the Legislature that the Education Council be continued. The council shall be composed of the following members:


(a) Two representatives of the University of Nebraska;


(b) Two representatives from the Nebraska state colleges;


(c) Two representatives from community colleges that receive state aid amounts 
under provisions of law;


(d) Two representatives from the Nebraska independent colleges and 



universities;


(e) One ex officio representative from the Coordinating Commission for 



Postsecondary Education;


(f) Three teacher representatives from Nebraska elementary and secondary, public and private education;


(g) Two representatives from elementary and secondary administration;


(h) One representative from kindergarten-through-twelfth-grade boards of 


education;


(i) Two representatives from educational service units;


(j) One ex officio representative from the State Department of Education;


(k) One representative from the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications 


Commission; and


(l) The Director of Administrative Services or his or her designee.

Each member shall be appointed by the entity or group to be represented by such member. The chairperson of the council shall convene meetings on a regular basis. The council shall form subcommittees to provide more immediate coordination and to resolve operational and scheduling issues. In addition, campuses, institutions, and schools without direct representation on the council should be notified that there is an opportunity for involvement and participation at the council meetings as a resource or observer. The council shall attempt to provide notification of its meetings to interested parties.


(4) The Education Council may:


(a) Prepare a comprehensive, coordinated plan for the delivery of educational programs and services in Nebraska through telecommunications systems. The plan shall identify the educational telecommunications goals, objectives, and 
priorities from a statewide perspective and the unique role of each institution in meeting the statewide goals, objectives, and priorities within the parameters contained in statutory role and mission assignments;


(b) Develop an ongoing process by which the objective assessment of unmet needs and demands for satellite and terrestrially based programming will be undertaken;


(c) Develop a formal process to prioritize identified unmet programming needs;


(d) Selectively identify sectors and institutions to serve as program originators to meet the prioritized unmet programming needs;


(e) Submit a report to the Legislature and the Governor by October 15, 2006, providing an update of distance education and Education Council accomplishments;


(f) Develop a coordinated, phased plan which includes consolidated institutional program origination and receive budget requests and a capital and technical operating budget request of the Nebraska Educational 
Telecommunications Commission and make prioritized recommendations to the Nebraska Information Technology Commission by October 15, 2004, concerning the requests as they relate to subdivisions (6)(a) through (d) of this section, the avoidance of program-origination duplication, and the appropriate use of technology;


(g) Encourage and assist in the development of cooperative programming among the various sectors and institutions;


(h) Develop operating and scheduling criteria, policies, and priorities for approval by the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission;


(i) Collaborate with and coordinate activities with the Nebraska Information Technology Commission; and


(j) Operate in liaison with the technical review panel of the Nebraska Information Technology Commission.


(5) It is the intent of the Legislature that the Education Council shall maintain committees or subcommittees, including, but not limited to, operations, program utilization and review, policies and procedures, and training advisory. Such committees or subcommittees shall provide technical advice to the Education Council, the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission, and the Nebraska Information Technology Commission.

