List of Potential Value-added services or Innovations arising from the Nebraska Education Portal Project

1) Electronic Certification / recertification of education professionals

The print and U.S. Mail approach to teacher and administrator certification and re-certification could be made much more efficient if candidates would be able to submit their data, forms, and payments electronically. Being able to send or access electronic proof of coursework might implicate Project #5 below.

2) Promote the use of e-government among school districts (agendas, minutes, etc.)

Perhaps the most under-represented public entity in e-government also turns out to be the most numerous; local school boards. It would be a challenging undertaking to web-enable and link all the various school board meeting agendas, minutes, and documents to the local district’s web page. However, it would also be a most dramatic shift in the way that these local bodies take the lead and set the example for how public meetings can be managed. The Education Portal could assist by making available web page templates, best practices, etc…

3) Calendar for ad hoc IT training opportunities for citizens and educators

A concept that arose from the Technologies Across Nebraska Education/Training subcommittee and the NITC Education Council was to develop a calendar of training and educational opportunities related to information technology. This database engine would be patterned after the very successful Public Meeting Calendar and would be populated by the various public and private educational entities who offer I.T. training. This training calendar would emphasize ad hoc courses and workshops and be searchable by topic, institution, credit/noncredit, and location; available from the Education Portal. 

4) Searchable database of course offerings

Taking the IT Training Calendar one step further, imagine a single search engine that would allow a potential learner to search all the possible course offerings and programs from all the public and independent higher education institutions in Nebraska. The Coordinating Commission would be a key partner in asking for course and program data to be submitted electronically.

5) "My Learning Portfolio"

Long believed to be the answer to lost academic records and delays waiting for transcripts to be updated, “My Learning Portfolio” allows all formal education records, courses, credit, transcripts, and diplomas to be readily accessible to every learner and institution in Nebraska. This individualized K-20 electronic portfolio would involve password protection for the user and validation of records from the Dept of Education and Coordinating Commission or institutions of higher education.

6) Single statewide higher education admission and scholarship application form

States such as Texas (https://www.applytexas.org/adappc/gen/c_start.wb) have been successful enacting a common admission form for higher education institutions within their state. Candidates for admission are able to fill out a single form and then can forward it to any of a number of institutions within the state. Institutions of higher education were able to agree on the common data elements that each must gather which comprised the on-line form. It saves hundreds of hours of repetitive data entry on both the candidate’s and institutions’ side. A new feature is a scholarship application form that a candidate can direct to the various offices of financial aid.

7) Legislative bill tracking system for school administrators

Teachers, administrators, and the Nebraska State Education Association would greatly welcome a bill tracking system that would alert the user if a legislative bill moved into or out of committee, was amended, or was indefinitely postponed. Users would be automatically alerted by e-mail if any activity occurred on their preferred list of bills.

8) Portal advertisement and reciprocal promotion

A key component in getting users and visitors to actually use a portal is its visibility and ease of use. An exportable URL button with a readily recognizable shape and color could be invited to be placed on every website of every educational institution. This reciprocal arrangement would encourage use of the portal but also provide added value to the user in finding educational information faster and more efficiently. The same could be true of state agencies who are linked to through the business portal; Labor, DED, Revenue, etc…

9) Feedback form for review and addition of content

We cannot pretend to be able to find and post all of the content for the Nebraska Education Portal prior to launch. Nor should we give the user the impression that the Portal will be static. If so, they may think that they have exhausted their search in one visit and not return. One strategy would be to give an instant feedback form for visitors to suggest content or links for inclusion in the portal. The suggestions would need to be reviewed by a staff member prior to posting to avoid any impropriety.

10) “My Education Portal”

A value-added feature of many horizontally and vertically constructed portals is the offer to personalize the portal to individual preferences. Visitors would be able to establish a personal profile and harvest frequently visited web links onto a single page for future visits.

Criteria for ranking these and other Education Portal ideas include:

Project affordability

Technical feasibility

Short term implementation

Sound business case

Cost-to-Benefit Ratio
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Tentative Education Portal implementation timeline that was offered during the November 21 NOL/CIO-NITC meeting:
 

Nov. 20, 2002: 
Decide navigation strategies
Nov. 21-Dec. 9: 
Populate links and organize content
Dec. 9: 

Education Portal "Ready" Date
Dec. 9-16: 

Portal testing with various electronic focus groups representing the various 



users
Dec. 13: 

Education Council "Live" demonstration, AM meeting, Wesleyan Campus
Dec. 16: 

Review, modify, update links, content
Dec. 30: 

Letter to John Gale about progress on portal
Jan. 1, 2003: 

Soft Launch of Education Portal via electronic announcement
~Jan. 27: 

Technologies Across Nebraska "Live" demonstration (exact date and 




location tba)
Feb. 1: 

Lt. Governor/Governor press release
Office of the Chief Information Officer/Nebraska Information Technology Commission
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