
MEETING AGENDA

Technical Panel
of  the

Nebraska Informat ion Technology Commission

Tuesday,  February 9,  2010
9:00 a.m.

Varner  Hall -  Board Room
3835 Holdrege St . ,  Lincoln,  Nebraska

AGENDA

Meet ing Documents:  Click the links in the agenda
or  c lick here for  all documents (32 pages) .

1.  Roll Call,  Meet ing Not ice & Open Meet ings Act  Informat ion

2.  Public Comment

3.  Approval of  Minutes*  -  December  8,  2009

4.  Enterpr ise Projects

Discussion and recommendat ions regarding possible Enterpr ise Project  designat ion*
NCOR -  Public Safety Interoperable Communicat ions -  Pete Peterson and Bob Wilhelm

Project  Repor ts -  Ryan Chr istensen

5.  Standards and Guidelines

Request  for  Waiver
HHSS -  Website Domain Name
Follow-up on waiver  granted to the Commission on Public Advocacy -  Brad Weakly

6.  Discussion:  Legislat ion -  LB1069 and Amendment

7.  Regular  Informat ional I tems and Work Group Updates (as needed)

Accessibil it y of  Informat ion Technology Work Group -  Horn
Learning Management  System Standards Work Group -  Langer
Secur it y Architecture Work Group -  Weakly

Mobile Device Data Secur it y

8.  Other  Business

9.  Adjourn

*  Denotes Act ion I tem

(The  Techni ca l  P ane l wi l l  a t tempt to  adhere  to  the  sequence  o f the  pub l i shed  agenda , but rese rves  the  r i ght to  ad jus t
the  o rde r  o f  i tems i f  necessa ry and  may e lec t to  take  ac t i on on any o f the  i tems  l i s ted .)

NITC and Technical Panel websites:  ht tp: / /nit c.ne.gov/
Meet ing not ice was posted to the NITC website and Nebraska Public Meet ing Calendar  on
January 11,  2010.  The agenda was posted to the NITC website on February 5,  2010.
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TECHNICAL PANEL  
of the 

Nebraska Information Technology Commission 
Tuesday, December 8, 2009, 9:00 a.m.  

Varner Hall - Board Room  
3835 Holdrege St., Lincoln, Nebraska 

PROPOSED MINUTES 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Walter Weir, CIO, University of Nebraska, Chair  
Brenda Decker, CIO, State of Nebraska  
Christy Horn, University of Nebraska  
Kirk Langer, Lincoln Public Schools  
Michael Winkle, Nebraska Educational Telecommunications  
 
ROLL CALL, MEETING NOTICE & OPEN MEETINGS ACT INFORMATION  
 
Mr. Weir called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A quorum was present at the time of roll call. Meeting 
notice was posted to the NITC website and Nebraska Public Meeting Calendar on November 13, 2009. 
The agenda was posted to the NITC website on December 4, 2009.  The Open Meeting Act was posted 
on the south wall.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
There was no public comment.  
 
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 10, 2009 MINUTES 
 
Ms. Decker moved to approve the November 10, 2009 as presented.  Mr. Winkle seconded.  Roll 
call vote:  Decker-Yes, Weir- Yes, and Winkle-Yes.  Results:  Yes-3, No-0, Abstain-0.  Motion 
carried. 
 
ENTERPRISE PROJECTS  
 
PROJECT REPORT: ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES-PERSONNEL - TALENT MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM 
Mike McCrory and Dovi Mueller  
 
Ten years ago, an electronic application system was implemented.  It is still running on an NT server 
which is no longer being supported which lead to AS-Personnel exploring other options.  This project 
originally began four years ago but it was put on hold.  The Talent Management System has been a 
collaborative effort and has the support of the Governor, the AS Director and the legislature. An RFP had 
been released. The contract was awarded on October 6 to NeoGov, a leader in web-based human 
resources management for the public sector.  Cornerstone is the other vendor for the learning 
management portion. 
 
The italicized sections below are excerpts taken from the PowerPoint presentation provided to the 
Technical Panel: 
 
A Talent Management Solution is Human Resources Software-As-A-Service (SAAS) product composed 
of six elements which roughly correspond with the stages of the employee “life cycle.” Those stages are: 

 Sourcing and Recruiting 

 On-Boarding 

 Performance Management 

 Learning and Development 

 Succession Planning 

http://www.nebraska.gov/calendar/index.cgi
http://nitc.nebraska.gov/tp/meetings/documents/20091208/tp_minutes20091110.pdf
http://nitc.ne.gov/tp/meetings/documents/20091208/1%20TMS%20PRESENTATION.pdf
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 Compensation Management 
 
With A Talent Management Solution, we will: 

 Streamline, automate and innovate recruiting and hiring processes. 

 Find the right people to hire and retain more quickly and at the right cost. 

 Assist in effectively managing, developing and aligning employees to objectives and mission of 
agencies through performance management, developmental activities, and career paths. 

 Invest in employees through training, performance planning, and career development: 
o Unified performance management, succession planning and professional development to 

drive a performance oriented culture; 
o Robust workforce analytics for decision support. 

 
Mr. Weir suggested that this could be a collaborate project between the State and the University of 
Nebraska.  Bruce Currin, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Human Resources at the University Nebraska has 
also been involved in discussions.  Mr. Henderson commented that the Office of the CIO would like to be 
involved with the on-boarding function. 
 
Ms. Horn and Mr. Langer arrived at the meeting.   
 
Mr. McCrory and Ms. Mueller entertained questions from the Technical Panel regarding security, technical 
issues and integration of the system with the NIS system.   
 
Ms. Horn strongly recommended testing the system for accessible prior to implementation and offered her 
assistance.  
 
ENTERPRISE PROJECT DESIGNATION DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  OCIO - PUBLIC 
SAFETY INTEROPERABLE COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Per Executive Order No 08-03 one of the charges of N-WIN (Nebraska Wireless Interoperable Network) is 
to provide for the governance and policy level direction related to the planning and decisions regarding 
development and operation of the N-WIN.   
 
The N-WIN Council reports to the Governor and the NITC.  
 
Per Executive Order No 08-04 the Nebraska Councils of Regions (NCOR) was created to provide 
oversight and integration for the eight local public safety communication regions of Nebraska and to 
coordinate with the Nebraska Wireless Interoperable Network.  The NCOR is responsible for developing 
and implementing the State Communications Interoperability Plan.  NCOR currently reports to the Lt. 
Governor as Nebraska’s Homeland Security Director and also reports to the Governor’s Homeland 
Security Policy Group. An RFP has been released on their behalf.  The State of Nebraska will not own the 
network.  The grant is administered by NEMA.   
 
The NCOR Council reports to the Governor.   
 
At the September NITC meeting, commissioners asked that the Technical Panel review the NCOR 
initiative and make recommendation as to whether it should be classified as an enterprise project to 
report to the NITC. 
 
After discussion of ownership, management and partnership issues, the Technical Panel recommended 
that the Office of the CIO contact the chair of the NCOR Council regarding their involvement in the 
reporting requirement prior to making a recommendation to the NITC. 
 
Mr. Henderson distributed a document with screenshots of the Enterprise Project Status Dashboard as a 
sample of what the OCIO is developing for project status reporting to the NITC.  If there is more detailed 
information requested on the report card that a member would like to review, a link to the full electronic 
report would be provided.  Mr. Weir recommended including a line or two to describe the project as well 
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as who is the sponsoring agency.  Mr. Henderson would like to receive feedback as soon as possible to 
finalize the document for the March NITC meeting. 
 
ELECTION - TECHNICAL PANEL CHAIR FOR 2010* 
 
Ms. Decker nominated Walter Weir to serve as Chair of the NITC Technical Panel.  Mr. Langer 
seconded.  There were no other nominations.  Roll call vote:  Decker-Yes, Weir- Abstain, Horn-
Yes, Langer-Yes, and Winkle-Yes.  Results:  Yes-4, No-0, Abstain-1.  Motion carried. 
 
Walter Weir was elected as the Technical Panel Chair for 2010.   
 
REGULAR INFORMATIONAL ITEMS AND WORK GROUP UPDATES (as needed) 
 
Accessibility of Information Technology Work Group, Christy Horn.  The work group will meet in January.  
Mr. Weaver submitted their accessibility report for the SIS Project.  Ms. Horn will be meeting with project 
staff as to their plan of action to address accessibility.   
 
Learning Management System Standards Work Group, Kirk Langer.  No report. 
  
Security Architecture Work Group, Brad Weakly.  No report. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Rolfes reported that there is a bandwidth issue at College Park in Grand Island.  Mr. Cone is 
attempting to address the issue and will need to have a decision made at the CAP meeting.  With weather 
conditions, the CAP meeting may need to be conducted via phone or video conference.  
 
Mr. Weir reported that the University of Nebraska has hired a consultant to review and make a 
recommendation on the University’s portfolio management system.  He will be presenting the findings to 
the Technical Panel at a future meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT, NEXT MEETING DATE AND TIME 
 
Ms. Decker moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Winkle seconded. All were in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m.  







LB 1069 LB 1069

LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA

ONE HUNDRED FIRST LEGISLATURE

SECOND SESSION

LEGISLATIVE BILL 1069

Introduced by Adams, 24.

Read first time January 21, 2010

Committee: Education

A BILL

FOR AN ACT relating to educational service units; to amend1

sections 79-1233, 79-1241.02, 79-1245, 79-1247, 79-1248,2

79-1249, 86-516, 86-520, 86-521, and 86-5,100, Reissue3

Revised Statutes of Nebraska, and sections 79-1241.014

and 79-1241.03, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2009; to5

change and eliminate provisions relating to core services6

and technology infrastructure purchase and funding; to7

change provisions relating to the Educational Service8

Unit Coordinating Council and Network Nebraska; to9

provide, change, and eliminate duties for the Nebraska10

Information Technology Council and Chief Information11

Officer; to harmonize provisions; to repeal the original12

sections; to outright repeal sections 79-1243 and13

79-1331, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska; and to14

-1-
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declare an emergency.1

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,2

-2-
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Section 1. Section 79-1233, Reissue Revised Statutes of1

Nebraska, is amended to read:2

79-1233 Each educational service unit shall provide3

access for all school districts within the geographical area4

served by the unit to telecomputing resources, which shall include5

the capacity to receive and transmit distance education courses6

on at least a regional basis beginning on or before August 1,7

2007, through the installation of necessary equipment at each8

educational service unit location or through interlocal agreements9

with other educational service units and shall provide support for10

training users to meet their specific telecomputing and distance11

education needs. School districts may annually elect prior to a12

date determined by the educational service unit not to connect to13

such telecomputing resources. Each educational service unit shall14

also develop, with the State Department of Education, a plan which15

provides for connecting the telecomputing and distance education16

equipment of such school districts with the telecomputing and17

distance education equipment of the unit.18

The leasing or purchase of and planning for telecomputing19

or distance education equipment and software for the educational20

service units any technology infrastructure hardware component21

using state funds or local tax receipts and costing in excess of22

ten thousand dollars shall meet the minimum technical standards23

as set by the Nebraska Information Technology Commission. The24

Chief Information Officer shall may bid for such equipment and25
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software and shall allow educational entities to participate1

in such statewide leasing or purchasing contracts. Educational2

service units may enter into agreements pursuant to the Interlocal3

Cooperation Act and the Joint Public Agency Act to carry out this4

section. Such agreements may include, but need not be limited5

to, provisions requiring any school district having telecomputing6

or distance education equipment connected to the educational7

service unit’s telecomputing or distance education equipment to8

pay periodic fees necessary to cover the cost of such usage.9

Sec. 2. Section 79-1241.01, Revised Statutes Supplement,10

2009, is amended to read:11

79-1241.01 To carry out sections 79-1241.03 and 79-1243,12

section 79-1241.03, it is the intent of the Legislature to13

appropriate for each fiscal year the amount appropriated in14

the prior year increased by the percentage growth in the fall15

membership of member districts plus the basic allowable growth16

rate described in section 79-1025. For purposes of this section,17

fall membership has the same meaning as in section 79-1003. Fall18

membership data used to compute growth shall be from the two most19

recently available fall membership reports.20

Sec. 3. Section 79-1241.02, Reissue Revised Statutes of21

Nebraska, is amended to read:22

79-1241.02 It is the intent of the Legislature that any23

technology infrastructure hardware components purchased with funds24

appropriated pursuant to section 79-1241.01, 79-1241.03, or 79-124325

-4-
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and used for technology-related projects or technology initiatives1

undertaken by an educational service unit follow the review process2

established in sections 86-512 to 86-524, including the review3

or 79-1241.03 be reviewed by the technical panel of the Nebraska4

Information Technology Commission for compliance with technical5

standards if the cost of such components exceeds ten thousand6

dollars.7

Sec. 4. Section 79-1241.03, Revised Statutes Supplement,8

2009, is amended to read:9

79-1241.03 For school fiscal year 2008-09 and each school10

fiscal year thereafter:11

(1) One percent of the funds appropriated for core12

services and technology infrastructure shall be transferred to13

the Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council. The remainder14

of such funds shall be distributed pursuant to subdivisions15

subsections (2) through (6) of this section.;16

(2)(a) The distance education and telecommunications17

allowance for each educational service unit shall equal eighty-five18

percent of the difference of the costs for telecommunications19

services, for access to data transmission networks that transmit20

data to and from the educational service unit, and for the21

transmission of data on such networks paid by the educational22

service unit as reported on the annual financial report for the23

most recently available complete data year minus the receipts from24

the federal Universal Service Fund pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 254,25
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as such section existed on January 1, 2007, for the educational1

service unit as reported on the annual financial report for the2

most recently available complete data year and minus any receipts3

from school districts or other educational entities for payment4

of such costs as reported on the annual financial report of the5

educational service unit;6

(b) The base allocation of each educational service unit7

shall equal two and one-half percent of the funds appropriated for8

distribution pursuant to this section;9

(c) The satellite office allocation for each educational10

service unit shall equal one percent of the funds appropriated11

for distribution pursuant to this section for each office of12

the educational service unit, except the educational service unit13

headquarters, up to the maximum number of satellite offices. The14

maximum number of satellite offices used for the calculation of15

the satellite office allocation for any educational service unit16

shall equal the difference of the ratio of the number of square17

miles within the boundaries of the educational service unit divided18

by four thousand minus one with the result rounded to the closest19

whole number;20

(d) The statewide adjusted valuation shall equal the21

total adjusted valuation for all member districts of educational22

service units pursuant to section 79-1016 used for the calculation23

of state aid for school districts pursuant to the Tax Equity and24

Educational Opportunities Support Act for the school fiscal year25
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for which the distribution is being calculated pursuant to this1

section;2

(e) The adjusted valuation for each educational service3

unit shall equal the total adjusted valuation of the member school4

districts pursuant to section 79-1016 used for the calculation of5

state aid for school districts pursuant to the act for the school6

fiscal year for which the distribution is being calculated pursuant7

to this section, except that such adjusted valuation for member8

school districts that are also member districts of a learning9

community shall be reduced by fifty percent. The adjusted valuation10

for each learning community shall equal fifty percent of the total11

adjusted valuation of the member school districts pursuant to12

section 79-1016 used for the calculation of state aid for school13

districts pursuant to the act for the school fiscal year for which14

the distribution is being calculated pursuant to this section;15

(f) The local effort rate shall equal $0.0135 per one16

hundred dollars of adjusted valuation;17

(g) Except as provided in subdivision (5) of this18

section, the The statewide student allocation shall equal the19

difference of the sum of the amount appropriated for distribution20

pursuant to this section plus the product of the statewide adjusted21

valuation multiplied by the local effort rate minus the distance22

education and telecommunications allowance, base allocation, and23

satellite office allocation for all educational service units and24

minus any adjustments required by subsection (5) of this section;25
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(h) The sparsity adjustment for each educational service1

unit and learning community shall equal the sum of one plus2

one-tenth of the ratio of the square miles within the boundaries3

of the educational service unit divided by the fall membership of4

the member school districts for the school fiscal year immediately5

preceding the school fiscal year for which the distribution is6

being calculated pursuant to this section;7

(i) The adjusted students for each educational service8

unit shall equal the fall membership for the school fiscal year9

immediately preceding the school fiscal year for which aid is being10

calculated of the member school districts that will not be members11

of a learning community and fifty percent of the fall membership12

for such school fiscal year of the member school districts that13

will be members of a learning community pursuant to this section14

multiplied by the sparsity adjustment for the educational service15

unit, and the adjusted students for each learning community shall16

equal fifty percent of the fall membership for such school fiscal17

year of the member school districts multiplied by the sparsity18

adjustment for the learning community;19

(j) The per student allocation shall equal the statewide20

student allocation divided by the total adjusted students for all21

educational service units and learning communities;22

(k) The student allocation for each educational service23

unit and learning community shall equal the per student allocation24

multiplied by the adjusted students for the educational service25
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unit or learning community;1

(l) The needs for each educational service unit shall2

equal the sum of the distance education and telecommunications3

allowance, base allocation, satellite office allocation, and4

student allocation for the educational service unit and the needs5

for each learning community shall equal the student allocation for6

the learning community; and7

(m) The distribution of core services and technology8

infrastructure funds for each educational service unit and learning9

community shall equal the needs for each educational service unit10

or learning community minus the product of the adjusted valuation11

for the educational service unit or learning community multiplied12

by the local effort rate.;13

(3) If an educational service unit is the result of14

a merger or received new member school districts from another15

educational service unit, such the educational service unit shall16

be considered a new educational service unit for purposes of this17

section. For each new educational service unit, the needs minus18

the distance education and telecommunications allowance for such19

new educational service unit shall, for each of the three fiscal20

years following the fiscal year in which the merger takes place or21

the new member school districts are received, receive core services22

and technology infrastructure funds pursuant to subdivisions (2)23

through (6) of this section in equal an amount not less than24

the core services and technology infrastructure funds received25

-9-
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in needs minus the distance education and telecommunications1

allowance for the portions of the educational service units2

transferred to the new educational service unit for the fiscal3

year immediately preceding the merger or receipt of new member4

school districts, except that if the total amount available to be5

distributed pursuant to subdivisions subsections (2) through (6)6

of this section for such year the year for which needs are being7

calculated is less than the total amount distributed pursuant8

to such subdivisions or section 79-1243 for the immediately9

preceding fiscal year, the minimum core services and technology10

infrastructure funds subsections for the fiscal year immediately11

preceding the merger or receipt of new member school districts,12

the minimum needs for each educational service unit pursuant to13

this subdivision subsection shall be reduced by a percentage equal14

to the ratio of the difference of the total amount distributed15

pursuant to subdivisions (2) through (6) of this section or section16

79-1243 for the immediately preceding fiscal year minus the total17

amount available to be distributed pursuant to subdivisions (2)18

through (6) of this section for the fiscal year in question19

such difference divided by the total amount distributed pursuant20

to subdivisions subsections (2) through (6) of this section or21

section 79-1243 for the immediately preceding fiscal year. The core22

services and technology infrastructure funds received in for the23

fiscal year immediately preceding the merger or receipt of new24

member school districts. The needs minus the distance education25

-10-
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and telecommunications allowance for the portions of educational1

service units transferred to the new educational service unit2

for the fiscal year immediately preceding a merger or receipt3

of new member school districts for an educational service unit4

shall equal the amount received in needs minus the distance5

education and telecommunications allowance calculated for such6

fiscal year pursuant to subdivisions subsections (2) through (6)7

of this section or section 79-1243 by for any educational service8

unit affected by the merger or the transfer of school districts9

multiplied by a ratio equal to the valuation that was transferred10

to or retained by the new educational service unit for which the11

minimum is being calculated divided by the total valuation of the12

educational service unit transferring or retaining the territory.;13

(4) For fiscal years 2008-09 2010-11 through 2013-14,14

each educational service unit which will not have any member15

school districts that are members of a learning community shall16

receive core services and technology infrastructure funds under17

this section in an amount not less than ninety-five percent of18

the total of the core services and technology infrastructure funds19

that the educational service unit received in the immediately20

preceding fiscal year either pursuant to subdivisions (2) through21

(6) of this section or pursuant to section 79-1243, have needs22

minus the distance education and telecommunications allowance23

equal to an amount not less than ninety-five percent of the24

needs minus the distance education and telecommunications allowance25
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for the immediately preceding fiscal year, except that if the1

total amount available to be distributed pursuant to subdivisions2

subsections (2) through (6) of this section for such year the3

year for which needs are being calculated is less than the4

total amount distributed pursuant to such subdivisions or section5

79-1243 subsections for the immediately preceding fiscal year,6

the minimum core services and technology infrastructure funds7

for each educational service unit pursuant to this subdivision8

subsection shall be reduced by a percentage equal to the ratio9

of the difference of the total amount distributed pursuant to10

subdivisions (2) through (6) of this section or section 79-124311

for the immediately preceding fiscal year minus the total amount12

available to be distributed pursuant to subdivisions (2) through13

(6) of this section for the fiscal year in question such difference14

divided by the total amount distributed pursuant to subdivisions15

subsections (2) through (6) of this section or section 79-1243 for16

the immediately preceding fiscal year.;17

(5) If the minimum core services and technology18

infrastructure funds pursuant to subdivision needs minus the19

distance education and telecommunications allowance pursuant to20

subsection (3) or (4) of this section for any educational service21

unit exceed exceeds the amount that would otherwise be distributed22

to calculated for such educational service unit pursuant to23

subdivision subsection (2) of this section, the statewide student24

allocation shall be reduced such that the total amount to be25
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distributed pursuant to this section equals the appropriation1

for core services and technology infrastructure funds and no2

educational service unit receives has needs minus the distance3

education and telecommunications allowance less than the greater of4

any minimum amounts calculated for such educational service unit5

pursuant to subdivisions subsections (3) and (4) of this section.;6

and7

(6) The State Department of Education shall certify the8

distribution of core services and technology infrastructure funds9

pursuant to subdivisions subsections (2) through (6) of this10

section to each educational service unit and learning community11

on or before July 1, 2008, for school fiscal year 2008-09 and12

on or before July 1 of each year thereafter of each year for13

the following school fiscal year. Any funds appropriated for14

distribution pursuant to this section shall be distributed in15

ten as nearly as possible equal payments on the first business16

day of each month beginning in September of each school fiscal17

year and ending in June. Funds distributed to educational service18

units pursuant to this section shall be used for core services19

and technology infrastructure with the approval of representatives20

of two-thirds of the member school districts of the educational21

service unit, representing a majority of the adjusted students in22

the member school districts used in calculations pursuant to this23

section for such funds. Funds distributed to learning communities24

shall be used for learning community purposes pursuant to sections25
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79-2104 and 79-2115, 79-2101 to 79-2120, with the approval of the1

learning community coordinating council.2

For purposes of this section, the determination of3

whether or not a school district will be a member of an educational4

service unit or a learning community shall be based on the5

information available May 1 for the following school fiscal year.6

Sec. 5. Section 79-1245, Reissue Revised Statutes of7

Nebraska, is amended to read:8

79-1245 The Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council9

is created as of July 1, 2008. On such date the assets and10

liabilities of the Distance Education Council shall be transferred11

to the Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council. The council12

shall be composed of one administrator from each educational13

service unit. The council shall be funded from one percent of the14

core services and technology infrastructure funding appropriated15

pursuant to section 79-1241.03, appropriations by the Legislature16

for distance education, and fees established for services provided17

to educational entities.18

The council is a political subdivision and a public19

body corporate and politic of this state, exercising public powers20

separate from the participating educational service units. The21

council shall have the duties, privileges, immunities, rights,22

liabilities, and disabilities of a political subdivision and a23

public body corporate and politic but shall not have taxing24

power. The council shall have power (1) to sue and be sued,25
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(2) to have a seal and alter the same at will or to dispense1

with the necessity thereof, (3) to make and execute contracts2

and other instruments, (4) to receive, hold, and use money and3

real and personal property, (5) to hire and compensate employees,4

including certificated employees, (6) to act as a fiscal agent for5

statewide initiatives being implemented by employees of one or more6

educational service units, and (6) from time to time, to make,7

amend, and repeal bylaws, rules, and regulations not inconsistent8

with sections 79-1245 to 79-1249. Such power shall only be used as9

necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the powers and10

purposes of the council.11

Sec. 6. Section 79-1247, Reissue Revised Statutes of12

Nebraska, is amended to read:13

79-1247 The Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council14

shall appoint a distance education director and may appoint a15

council director, both of whom shall hold office at the pleasure of16

the council. , except that the person serving as the administrator17

of the Distance Education Council immediately preceding July 1,18

2008, shall be the initial distance education director under19

this section. The council director and the distance education20

director shall receive such salaries as the council determines21

and shall be reimbursed for their actual expenses incurred in22

the performance of their duties. The council may contract with23

individual educational service units for the employment of the24

council director or the distance education director, except that25
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the supervisory responsibilities for such employees shall remain1

with the council. as provided in sections 81-1174 to 81-1177.2

The council director and the distance education director3

shall perform duties as the council directs and shall not be4

members of the council. The council may also appoint or retain5

such other persons as it may deem necessary for the performance6

of its functions and shall prescribe their duties, fix their7

compensation, and provide for reimbursement of their actual and8

necessary expenses as provided in sections 81-1174 to 81-11779

within the amounts available in the budget of the council.10

Sec. 7. Section 79-1248, Reissue Revised Statutes of11

Nebraska, is amended to read:12

79-1248 The powers and duties of the Educational Service13

Unit Coordinating Council include, but are not limited to:14

(1) Providing public access to lists of qualified15

distance education courses;16

(2) Collecting and providing school schedules for17

participating educational entities;18

(3) Facilitation of scheduling for qualified distance19

education courses;20

(4) Brokering of qualified distance education courses to21

be purchased by educational entities;22

(5) Assessment of distance education needs and evaluation23

of distance education services;24

(6) Compliance with technical standards as set forth25

-16-



LB 1069 LB 1069

by the Nebraska Information Technology Commission and academic1

standards as set forth by the State Department of Education related2

to distance education;3

(7) Establishment of a system for prioritizing courses if4

the demand for Network Nebraska exceeds the capacity available for5

distance education and for choosing receiving educational entities6

when the demand for a course exceeds the capacity as determined by7

either the technology available or the course provider;8

(8) Scheduling and prioritization for access to Network9

Nebraska by educational entities in cooperation with the Chief10

Information Officer and using scheduling software or scheduling11

services which meet any applicable technical standards established12

by the commission;13

(9) Administration of learning management systems that14

are in compliance with any applicable technical standards of the15

commission either through the staff of the council or by delegation16

to an appropriate educational entity with the funding for such17

systems provided by participating educational entities; and18

(10) Coordination with educational service units and19

postsecondary educational institutions to provide assistance for20

instructional design for both two-way interactive video distance21

education courses and the offering of graduate credit courses in22

distance education.23

Sec. 8. Section 79-1249, Reissue Revised Statutes of24

Nebraska, is amended to read:25
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79-1249 The Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council1

shall only provide assistance in brokering or scheduling courses2

to educational entities that have access to Network Nebraska.3

All costs to the council associated with assisting private,4

denominational, or parochial schools and private postsecondary5

educational institutions shall be paid by such private,6

denominational, or parochial school or private postsecondary7

educational institution. Any services of the council may also be8

offered to other public entities with access to Network Nebraska9

on a contractual basis. The council shall not approve technology10

purchases for the council in excess of ten thousand dollars the11

purchase of any technology infrastructure hardware component for12

the council if the cost of such component is in excess of ten13

thousand dollars and if such cost will be paid with state funds or14

local tax receipts without approval of the technical panel of the15

Nebraska Information Technology Commission that the purchases are16

component is in compliance with any applicable commission technical17

standards.18

Sec. 9. Section 86-516, Reissue Revised Statutes of19

Nebraska, is amended to read:20

86-516 The commission shall:21

(1) Annually by July 1, adopt policies and procedures22

used to develop, review, and annually update a statewide technology23

plan;24

(2) Create an information technology clearinghouse to25
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identify and share best practices and new developments, as well as1

identify existing problems and deficiencies;2

(3) Review and adopt policies to provide incentives for3

investments in information technology infrastructure services;4

(4) Determine a broad strategy and objectives for5

developing and sustaining information technology development in6

Nebraska, including long-range funding strategies, research and7

development investment, support and maintenance requirements, and8

system usage and assessment guidelines;9

(5) Adopt guidelines regarding project planning and10

management and administrative and technical review procedures11

involving state-owned or state-supported technology and12

infrastructure. Governmental entities, state agencies, and13

noneducation political subdivisions shall submit all projects which14

use any combination of general funds, federal funds, or cash funds15

for information technology purposes to the process established16

by sections 86-512 to 86-524. Purchases of any technology17

infrastructure hardware component by an education-related political18

subdivision shall be reviewed and approved by the technical panel19

before purchase to assure compliance with technical standards if20

the cost of such component exceeds ten thousand dollars and such21

cost will be paid with state funds or local tax receipts. The22

commission may adopt policies that establish the format and minimum23

requirements for project submissions. The commission may monitor24

the progress of any such project and may require progress reports;25
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(6) Adopt minimum technical standards, guidelines, and1

architectures upon recommendation by the technical panel;2

(7) Establish ad hoc technical advisory groups to study3

and make recommendations on specific topics, including workgroups4

to establish, coordinate, and prioritize needs for education,5

local communities, intergovernmental data communications, and state6

agencies;7

(8) By November 15 of each even-numbered year, make8

recommendations on technology investments to the Governor and the9

Legislature, including a prioritized list of projects, reviewed by10

the technical panel pursuant to section 86-521;11

(9) Approve grants from the Community Technology Fund and12

Government Technology Collaboration Fund;13

(10) Adopt schedules and procedures for reporting needs,14

priorities, and recommended projects;15

(11) Assist the Chief Information Officer in developing16

and maintaining Network Nebraska pursuant to section 86-5,100; and17

(12) Determine the format that state agencies, boards,18

and commissions shall use to report their information technology19

plans under section 86-524.01. The commission shall include an20

analysis of such plans in the statewide technology plan.21

Sec. 10. Section 86-520, Reissue Revised Statutes of22

Nebraska, is amended to read:23

86-520 The Chief Information Officer shall:24

(1) Maintain, in cooperation with the Department of25
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Administrative Services, an inventory of noneducation state1

government technology assets, including hardware, applications, and2

data bases;3

(2) Recommend policies and guidelines for acceptable and4

cost-effective use of information technology in noneducation state5

government;6

(3) Advise the Governor and Legislature on policy issues7

affecting noneducation state government related to information8

technology;9

(4) Coordinate efforts among other noneducation state10

government technology agencies and coordinating bodies;11

(5) Implement a strategic, tactical, and project planning12

process for noneducation state government information technology13

that is linked to the budget process;14

(6) Assist the budget division of the Department15

of Administrative Services and Legislative Fiscal Analyst in16

evaluating technology-related budget requests;17

(7) Work with each governmental department and18

noneducation state agency to evaluate and act upon opportunities19

to more efficiently and effectively deliver government services20

through the use of information technology;21

(8) Recommend to the Governor and Legislature methods for22

improving the organization and management of data by noneducation23

agencies to achieve the goals of making information sharable and24

reusable, eliminating redundancy of data and programs, improving25
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the quality and usefulness of data, and improving access to data,1

and implement such recommendations as the Governor or Legislature2

may direct;3

(9) Monitor the status of major noneducation state4

government technology projects;5

(10) Establish and maintain Network Nebraska pursuant to6

section 86-5,100;7

(11) Bid for telecomputing and distance education8

equipment pursuant to section 79-1233;9

(12) (11) Apply in aggregate for reimbursements from10

the federal Universal Service Fund pursuant to section 254 of11

the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 47 U.S.C. 254, as such12

section existed on January 1, 2006, on behalf of school districts13

requesting to be included in such aggregated application;14

(13) (12) Administer such funds as may be appropriated to15

the Chief Information Officer by the Legislature;16

(14) (13) Monitor the status of information technology17

projects that are enterprise projects;18

(15) (14) Collect information from state agencies,19

boards, and commissions as provided in section 86-524.01; and20

(16) (15) Complete other tasks as assigned by the21

Governor.22

Sec. 11. Section 86-521, Reissue Revised Statutes of23

Nebraska, is amended to read:24

86-521 (1) A technical panel is created. The technical25
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panel shall be comprised of one representative from the Nebraska1

Educational Telecommunications Commission, one representative from2

the office of Chief Information Officer, one representative from3

the University of Nebraska Computing Services Network, and such4

other members as specified by the Nebraska Information Technology5

Commission.6

(2) The technical panel shall review any technology7

project presented to the Nebraska Information Technology Commission8

including any recommendations by working groups established under9

sections 86-512 to 86-524. Upon the conclusion of the review10

of a technology project or request for additional funding, the11

technical panel shall provide its analysis to the commission. The12

technical panel may recommend technical standards and guidelines to13

be considered for adoption by the commission. Such standards14

and guidelines shall not unnecessarily restrict the use of15

new technologies or prevent commercial competition, including16

competition with Network Nebraska.17

(3) At the request of any education-related political18

subdivision, the technical panel shall review proposed technology19

infrastructure hardware component purchases for compliance with20

the commission’s technical standards. The findings shall be shared21

with the education-related political subdivision that requested22

the review within sixty days after receipt of the request by the23

technical panel.24

Sec. 12. Section 86-5,100, Reissue Revised Statutes of25
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Nebraska, is amended to read:1

86-5,100 The Chief Information Officer, in partnership2

with the University of Nebraska, shall develop and maintain a3

statewide, multipurpose, high capacity, scalable telecommunications4

network to be called Network Nebraska. The network shall consist of5

contractual arrangements with providers to meet the demand of state6

agencies, local governments, and educational entities as defined in7

section 79-1201.01. Such network shall provide access to a reliable8

and affordable infrastructure capable of carrying a spectrum of9

services and applications, including distance education, across10

the state. The Chief Information Officer shall provide access to11

each school district, each educational service unit, each community12

college, each state college, and the University of Nebraska at the13

earliest feasible date and no later than July 1, 2012. Access may14

be provided through educational service units or other aggregation15

points. Participation in Network Nebraska shall not be required for16

any educational entity except the University of Nebraska. The Chief17

Information Officer shall aggregate demand for those state agencies18

and educational entities choosing to participate and shall reduce19

costs for participants whenever feasible. The Chief Information20

Officer shall establish a cost structure based on actual costs,21

including necessary plus administrative expenses but not including22

travel or conference expenses, and shall charge participants23

according to such cost structure. The Chief Information Officer24

shall annually provide a detailed report of such costs to each25
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participant and to the Legislative Fiscal Analyst.1

Sec. 13. Original sections 79-1233, 79-1241.02, 79-1245,2

79-1247, 79-1248, 79-1249, 86-516, 86-520, 86-521, and 86-5,100,3

Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, and sections 79-1241.01 and4

79-1241.03, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2009, are repealed.5

Sec. 14. The following sections are outright repealed:6

Sections 79-1243 and 79-1331, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska.7

Sec. 15. Since an emergency exists, this act takes effect8

when passed and approved according to law.9
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LB 1069 Amendment 
 

On page 3, delete lines 19-25. 
 
On page 4, lines 1-2, delete "software…contracts.". 
 
Outright repeal 79-1241.02 (section 3 of the bill). 
 
On page 17, lines 12-13, delete "which…commission". 
 
On page 17, lines 14-16, delete "that…commission". 
 
On page 18, lines 10-18, delete "The…standards.". 
 
On page 19, lines 17-22, strike new language. 
 
On page 23, lines 18-24, strike new language. 
 
On page 24, line 17, strike "except the University of Nebraska". 
 
On page 24, line 23, before "travel" insert "administrative". 

 
New Section 

 
Education-related political subdivisions shall only use state funds and local tax receipts to 

purchase or lease wide area network infrastructure hardware, including but not limited to routers 

switches, firewalls and video equipment, costing in excess of ten thousand dollars after approval 

by the technical panel of the Nebraska Information Technology Commission.  Such approval 

shall be based on compliance with technical standards established by the Commission.  

Equipment that is identical in technical specifications to another piece of equipment previously 

approved by the Commission shall be deemed approved without a review.  The Chief 

Information Officer may bid for such equipment and allow education-related political 

subdivisions to participate in leasing or purchasing contracts. 

 
At the request of any education-related political subdivision, the technical panel shall review 

proposed purchases or leases which are required to be approved pursuant to this section and 

proposed purchases for which approval is not required, but the political subdivision requests a 

review for compliance with technical standards.  The findings shall be shared with the education-

related political subdivision that requested the review within sixty days after receipt of the 

request by the office of the Commission. 

 
Education-related political subdivisions shall provide notice in writing to the distance education 

director of the Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council and to the Chief Information 

Officer prior to the use of any new or additional equipment that will impact the use of Network 

Nebraska by the political subdivision or other education-related political subdivisions. 
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