NITC Education Council Meeting

Friday, January 21, 2005

RE: Draft motion concerning the membership of the Distance Education Enhancement Task Force, as detailed in LB 689 (Stuhr/Raikes), 99th Legislature, First Session.
On the matter of LB 689, creating a Distance Education Enhancement Task Force, 

Ed Rastovski moved, and Jeff Johnson seconded, to recommend to the NITC that they ask the Legislature’s Education Committee to consider broadening the Distance Education Enhancement Task Force membership to include the following members, as nominated by their respective professional associations: a public school teacher or representative (Nebraska State Education Association), private/parochial teacher or representative (Nebraska Council of American Private Education), school administrator or representative (Nebraska Council of School Administrators), and a school board member or representative (Nebraska Association of School Boards), one of whom who is proficient in assistive and accessible technologies; and also to broaden the higher education membership to include one representative each from  the community college, state college, University of Nebraska, and private/independent college sectors.

All were in favor. The motion passed unanimously. Voting yes were Al Schneider, ESU 5; Arnold Bateman, UNL; Dennis Baack, Community College System; Linda Engel, Nebraska City Public Schools; Terry Haack, Bennington Public Schools; Yvette Holly, UN Medical Center; Jeff Johnson, Centennial Public Schools; Joe LeDuc, Lincoln Diocese Catholic Schools; Dennis Linster, Wayne State College; Mike Pate, Millard Public Schools; Ed Rastovsky, Wahoo Public Schools; Chuck Lenosky, Creighton University; Robin Smith, Chadron State College; Alan Wibbels; ESU 10.

Discussion by the Education Council acknowledged the potential danger of creating a task force so large that it is unmanageable. However, the Education Council members emphasized that the recommendations of the Distance Education Enhancement Task Force may be so important and far-reaching for the future of distance education in Nebraska, that it is critical to have “buy-in” from every major sector of education, prior to funding and implementation. One of the ways to achieve “buy-in” is to have every sector at the table for discussion and input.

Recorded by Tom Rolfes, Education I.T. Manager, Office of the CIO/NITC, trolfes@cio.state.ne.us, 402-471-7969.

