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What’s New?

Nebraska eLearning Consortium
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Using eLearning Tools and Techniques to Enhance Learning

(course management or content management software)

What is this initiative?

Development and promotion of equitable and affordable opportunities for all learners in the state of Nebraska is the goal.  In addition to this goal, there is much interest in instructional design, guidelines for online coursework, and access to eLearning training resources available across the state. The Commissioner has endorsed the formation of an eLearning Consortium/Commission for the state of Nebraska in an effort to continue a broader discussion on the determination of benefits, challenges, and possible enhancement for student learning using course management systems.

Who has been invited to participate?

All of Nebraska’s educational institutions:  University, State, Private, Nursing and Medical, Community Colleges, Educational Service Units, and Nebraska K-12 Institutions

How are things progressing?

This group has formally met twice, once on a phone bridge with 30 participants, and again at Central Community College in Grand Island.

What are the discussion Topics?

1) What is the current and anticipated future of course management systems in education in Nebraska?

2) How can we work together to most effectively and efficiently acquire and deploy systems for learning?  What is the purpose and intent of the use?

3) How do we facilitate the organization and facilitation of on-going collaboration and cooperation for development and implementation of rigorous coursework?

4)   Development of a research agenda, an action plan, and appropriate timeline for the group.

What Priorities have been set by Participants thus far?

· Creating alliances that could negotiate reduced cost of licensing and pricing options

· Investigation and development of effective eLearning instructional design, as well as training opportunities for interested stakeholders

· Content development, sharing, management and course content certification

· Investigation of standards already set within institutions for quality teaching

· Future strategies for eLearning collaboration

Within this discussion database is a link to a survey instrument that will provide eLearning-related demographic data to assist in decision-making around the four topics and beyond.

Are there any pilots or projects in place?

Currently, three K-12 pilots are being finalized that will involve approximately 40 creative, innovative teachers that will be trained and mentored by an ESU personnel and/or supporting institution of higher education faculty in the development and delivery of middle and secondary level courses. These efforts are part of a broader research agenda that will investigate effectiveness of delivery as well as improved student learning, student engagement, and motivation.

Who Do I Contact to Get Onboard? 

Jean Jones  - jjones@nde.state.ne.us   402-471-0952 

Jim Zemke  -jzemke@nebraska.edu     402-472-5195













