AGENDA
NEBRASKA INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION
Nebraska Public Media - Board Room
1800 N 33rd St
Lincoln, Nebraska
Thursday, November 10, 2022
10:00 a.m. CT

NOTE: Use the NPM East entrance door.

L ROLL CALL; MEETING NOTICE; OPEN MEETINGS ACT INFORMATION
II. PUBLIC COMMENT

1.  APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 4, 2021, AND MARCH 10, 2022, MEETING MINUTES
(Attachment I1I) ***

IV.  REPORTS
A. EDUCATION COUNCIL (Attachment 1V-A)

1. Approval of membership nominations. ***
2. Digital Education and Network Nebraska updates.

B. GIS COUNCIL (4ttachment 1V-B)
C. COMMUNITY COUNCIL (Attachment IV-C)

1. Approval of membership nominations. **%*
2. Broadband update.

D. eHEALTH COUNCIL (Attachment IV-D)
1. Approval of membership nominations. ***
E. TECHNICAL PANEL

1. Technical standards and guidelines.

a. Proposal 25. Amend provisions of the Information Security Policy.
(Attachment IV-E-1-a) ***

b. Proposal 27. Amend mobile device and portable storage device
provisions of the Information Security Policy. (Attachment IV-E-1-b)
ek

c. Proposal 28. Amend access control and minimum configuration
provisions of the Information Security Policy. (Attachment IV-E-1-c)
skskosk

d. Proposal 29. Amend GIS data standards. (Attachment I[V-E-1-d) ***



2. Enterprise projects. (Attachment IV-E-2)
a. Enterprise project status dashboard report.
b. Close the following enterprise project: Centrex Replacement, Office of
the CIO. ***
c. Approval of enterprise project designation for the following project:
New Budget Management and Request System, Dept. of
Administrative Services, State Budget Division. ***
3. Approval of the Recommendations on Technology Investments for the 2023-
2025 Biennium. (Attachment I[V-E-3) ***

F. CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER

V. APPROVAL OF THE REVISED STATEWIDE TECHNOLOGY PLAN (Attachment V)

skkok

VI.  APPROVAL OF THE PROGRESS REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND
LEGISLATURE (Attachment VI) ***

VII.  OTHER BUSINESS

VIII. ADJOURN
[12:00 p.m.]

*** Action item.

The Commission will attempt to adhere to the sequence of the published agenda but reserves the right to adjust the order and timing of items and
may elect to take action on any of the items listed. If you need interpreter services or other reasonable accommodations, please contact the
Commission at 402-471-3560 at least five days prior to the meeting to coordinate arrangements.

Meeting notice was posted to the NITC website and the Nebraska Public Meeting Calendar on October 12, 2022. The agenda was posted to the
NITC website on November 4, 2022.

Nebraska Open Meetings Act | Commission Meeting Documents



https://nitc.nebraska.gov/
https://www.nebraska.gov/calendar/index.cgi
https://nitc.nebraska.gov/documents/statutes/NebraskaOpenMeetingsAct_current.pdf
https://nitc.nebraska.gov/commission/meetings/index.html

Attachment 111



NEBRASKA INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION
Varner Hall - Board Room
3835 Holdrege Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
Thursday, November 4, 2021, 10:00 a.m. CT
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer, Chair
Senator Suzanne Geist, Nebraska Legislature
Shane Greckel, Greckel Farms, LLC

Dr. Terry Haack, Bennington Public Schools
Dorest Harvey, General Public

Dan Spray, Precision Technologies, Inc.

Gary Warren, Hamilton Telecommunications
Walter Weir, University of Nebraska

MEMBERS ABSENT: LaShonna Dorsey, Mutual of Omaha and Tom Nutt, Phelps County Commissioner
ROLL CALL; MEETING NOTICE; OPEN MEETINGS ACT INFORMATION

The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. Roll call was taken. A quorum existed to conduct
official business. The meeting notice was posted to the NITC website and the Nebraska Public Meeting
Calendar on October 28, 2021. The agenda was posted to the NITC website on October 29, 2021. The
Nebraska Open Meetings Act was posted on the south wall of the room and a link was included with the
agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.
APPROVAL OF JULY 8, 2021 MEETING MINUTES

Commissioner Haack moved to approve the July 8, 2021 minutes as presented. Commissioner
Weir seconded. Roll call vote: Toner-Yes, Greckel-Yes, Haack-Yes, Harvey-Yes, and Weir-Yes.
Results: Yes-5, No-0, Abstained-0. Motion carried.

Commissioners Spray and Warren arrived at the meeting.
REPORTS

EDUCATION COUNCIL
Tom Rolfes

Digital Education and Network Nebraska updates

The newest Network Nebraska RFP is nearing final form. It contains about 40 leased lit fiber circuits and
about 20 Special Construction Matching E-rate Fund circuits for public libraries. Six public libraries took
advantage of the Public Service Commission’s Special Construction Matching E-rate funds for new fiber
for 2021-22: Bancroft, Bayard, Beatrice, Clay Center, Verdigre, and Wymore. The average fiber
construction cost per library was $29,177, or an average of $2,917 of State Matching Funds per library.
Plans are being developed for core network upgrades over the next five to ten years, which may
necessitate additional (non-Participant) funding. Network Nebraska has observed an uptick in Distributed
Denial of Service attacks throughout the state, which is leading us to revisit our DDoS mitigation capacity.

The Office of the CIO has been involved in the Nebraska statewide eduroam pilot project for 2021-23 and
is collaborating on the eduroam website and content to be shared with eligible K-12 entities. Thirty-eight
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Participation Agreements have been approved since July 2021 with 17 more in process. The Network
Nebraska status page (https://status.networknebraska.net/) has had favorable reviews, and the University
of Nebraska’s new AlertSense communications system is working well.

Network Nebraska is in support of cybersecurity awareness training to be made available to all schools,
as well as multi-factor authentication, and external vulnerability testing. Zoom licensing decreased slightly
to 33,570 non-University licenses in 2021-22.

Commissioners were given an opportunity for questions and answers. Discussion and questions centered
around student driven cybersecurity attacks on the network. Mr. Rolfes will get information to
commissioners as to who are participants of Network Nebraska. The question was asked as to who was
involved in the Future Ready Digital Learning Collaborative Planning. Mr. Rolfes indicated that the
Nebraska Department of Education, the ESU Coordinating Council and the Education Council have been
involved in the planning and vetting of proposed activities.

GIS COUNCIL
John Watermolen, GIS State Coordinator

The GIS Council met on August 4 and November 3. The focus on the strategic initiatives will be how to
include local governments data into NebraskaMap and how to manage data that has been updated and to
keep the older versions. At the August meeting, the US Census Bureau presented about the redistricting
data and about the differential privacy algorithms that were used on census data. The data was released
in Mid-August. Nebraska was well represented at the 2021 ESRI User conference this year, which was
held virtually. Approximately 107 Nebraskans were in attendance. The state's GIS symposium was held
Monday, November 1, and Tuesday, November 2. There were a lot of good presentations. There were
college students presenting their class projects along with the winners of last year’s State Story Map
contest. Kansas is creating an open data portal and a separate one for archived data. The council is
exploring this possibility.

The council will be reviewing standards and guidelines. LIDAR data will be QL2 and should be available
sometime next year. QL2 allows engineers to make design decisions.

Mr. Watermolen will get agency cost savings information to the commissioners. Mr. Watermolen was
congratulated on being elected to the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) Board of
Directors.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Anne Byers

The Community Council met on Monday, October 25 and recommended the nominations of three new
members: Debora Robertson, director of the Kilgore Memorial Library in York; Karen Connell, director of
the Columbus Public Library; and Rick Nelson, general manager of Custer Public Power District and
interim general manager of the Nebraska Rural Electric Association. Resumes and bios were included in
the meeting materials.

Commissioner Harvey moved to approve Debora Robertson, Karen Connell and Rick Nelson as
new members on the Community Council. Commissioner Warren seconded. Roll call vote: Weir-
Yes, Warren-Yes, Spray-Yes, Harvey-Yes, Haack-Yes, Greckel-Yes, and Toner-Yes. Results: Yes-7,
No-0, Abstained-0. Motion carried.

Nebraska Broadband Bridge Program (NBBP). The Nebraska Broadband Bridge grant program was
created by LB 388 which was enacted in 2021. State funding of $20 million per year for two years was
appropriated for the program. The first round of applications were due October 1. Over 70 applications
were received requesting approximately $31 million. Challenges are due November 5. Grants will be
announced on January 4, 2022.



Broadband update. The Rural Broadband Task Force approved their 2021 report to the Legislature and
Governor Ricketts on October 18. The executive summary is included in the meeting documents. The
report is available at https://ruralbroadband.nebraska.gov/reports/2021/2021Report.pdf

TECHNICAL PANEL
Ed Toner, Technical Panel member

Technical standards and guidelines

Proposal 20. Amend the remote access standard
Patrick Wright

Mr. Wright reviewed the changes to the remote access standard. The Technical Panel recommends
approval.

Commissioner Harvey moved to approve Proposal 20. Commissioner Greckel seconded. Roll call
vote: Weir-Yes, Warren-Yes, Spray-Yes, Harvey-Yes, Haack-Yes, Greckel-Yes, and Toner-Yes.
Results: Yes-7, No-0, Abstained-0. Motion carried.

Projects

Approval of enterprise project designation for the following project: Transfer of OPS Retirement
Systems to NPERS (Nebraska Public Employees Retirement System)

The Technical Panel recommended that the project be designated as an enterprise project.
Commission Weir moved to designate the Transfer of the OPS Retirement Systems to NPERS
(Nebraska Public Employees Retirement System) as an enterprise project. Commissioner Harvey
seconded. Roll call vote: Spray-Yes, Harvey-Yes, Haack-Yes, Greckel-Yes, Toner-Yes, Weir-Yes,
and Warren-Yes. Results: Yes-7, No-0, Abstained-0. Motion carried.

Enterprise project status dashboard report

Mr. Toner provided an update on the status of the enterprise projects.

CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER
Ed Toner

Office of the CIO Organizational Changes. Jayne Scofield, Network Services Administrator, has taken a
new position with the Legislature. Jeff Cadwallader has taken Jayne’s position. Jeff has been with the
OCIO Network Services team for several years.

OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Haack moved to adjourn. Commissioner Warren seconded. All were in favor.
Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:12 p.m.

Meeting minutes were taken by Lori Lopez Urdiales and reviewed by the NITC Managers.


https://ruralbroadband.nebraska.gov/reports/2021/2021Report.pdf

NEBRASKA INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION
Varner Hall - Board Room
3835 Holdrege Street Lincoln, Nebraska
Thursday, March 10, 2022, 10:00 a.m. CT
Virtual Conferencing via Webex
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Ed Toner, Chief Information Officer, Chair
Shane Greckel, Greckel Farms, LLC*

Dr. Terry Haack, Bennington Public Schools*
Dorest Harvey, General Public*

Gary Warren, Hamilton Telecommunications*
Walter Weir, University of Nebraska

* Attended by virtual conferencing.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Senator Suzanne Geist, Nebraska Legislature; Dan Spray, Precision
Technologies, Inc.; and Tom Nutt, Phelps County Commissioner

ROLL CALL; MEETING NOTICE; OPEN MEETINGS ACT INFORMATION

The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. Roll call was taken. A quorum was not present. The

meeting notice was posted to the NITC website and the Nebraska Public Meeting Calendar on February
18, 2022. The agenda was posted to the NITC website on March 4, 2022. The Nebraska Open Meetings
Act was posted on the south wall of the room, and a link was included with the agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 4, 2021, MEETING MINUTES

Commissioner Harvey moved to approve the November 4, 2021 minutes as presented.
Commissioner Weir seconded. Roll call vote: Toner-Yes, Greckel-Yes, Harvey-Yes, and Weir-Yes.
Results: Yes-4, No-0, Abstained-0. Motion carried.

Commissioners Spray and Warren arrived at the meeting. A quorum was now present.
REPORTS

EDUCATION COUNCIL
Tom Rolfes

Digital Education and Network Nebraska updates. The Council has met twice since the last NITC
meeting. Members have been updating the action items for the Statewide Technology plan. The
Statewide Technology Plan will be an action item for approval at the July NITC meeting. Council has
been exploring and discussing federal funding opportunities for action item activities. Network Nebraska
has experienced an increase in DDoS attacks and threats since the start of the pandemic. RFP 6616 had
9 bidder responses and resulted in 82 successful circuit awards. Internet orders for 2022-23 are up 7.2%
for higher education and 9.5% for schools and libraries. The Office of the CIO has a new Public
Information Officer, Cole Bauer. He is already working on Network Nebraska publicity.

Mr. Rolfes entertained questions and comments from the Commissioners. Commissioner Weir

recommended publicizing Network Nebraska’s cost savings to schools and communities. Another
suggestion was to hold a summit or conference with other states regarding lessons learned when
deploying a statewide network. Commissioner Warren commented that he valued the coordinated
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Network Nebraska RFP process. It made a big difference in collaboration and effectiveness for service
providers. Commissioner Warren stated that he has seen a lot of progress in connecting farms and
agriculture. Commissioner Warren commented that the time of day has an impact on speed testing when
triggered from home. Future consideration should be given to address location testing versus census
block speed reporting.

GIS COUNCIL
John Watermolen

At the February GIS meeting, there was a discussion about the pilot project to include local data into
NebraskaMap, the state’s GIS Clearinghouse. The pilot project was very successful. Documentation was
provided to the local governments if they are interested in sharing data through NebraskaMap. The
Council will be reviewing standards and guidelines, to make sure that they are current and up to date.
The Office of the CIO interviewed a candidate for a GIS position and has made a recommendation to HR.
The geo-election pilot project that was formerly done in Sarpy County, is now being implemented at the
Secretary of State’s (SOS) office-election division. They are looking at statewide voting districts and doing
a check with the voting registration data to assure the correct voting codes fall within the correct districts.
SOS would eventually like to do this similar work at the local level.

Mr. Watermolen entertained questions and comments from the Commissioners. Mr. Rolfes mentioned the
2019 Network Nebraska circuit map, rendered by John Watermolen, as one means to visualize the
bandwidth increases and reduced costs brought about by Network Nebraska, as suggested by
Commissioner Weir.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL and eHEALTH COUNCIL
Anne Byers

Broadband update. The Nebraska Public Service Commission recently awarded $19.2 million in funding
to 61 projects to connect 12,634 locations in the Nebraska Broadband Bridge program’s first grant cycle.

Nebraska is expected to receive more than $200 million for broadband deployment and broadband-
related projects and at least $7.5 million for digital equity planning and implementation projects from the
American Rescue Plan Act and the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act includes requirements for stakeholder involvement in
developing state digital equity and broadband deployment plans. The Community and eHealth Councils
will likely play a role in facilitating stakeholder involvement, as well as the Education Council.

The Community Council will meet on March 14 and will discuss their involvement in statewide broadband
deployment and digital equity planning efforts. The Community Council is also helping with community
outreach including developing some additional case studies/lessons learned on developing broadband
public-private partnerships. The eHealth Council will meet on March 31 to discuss their involvement in
statewide broadband deployment and digital equity planning efforts.

Discussion followed regarding role of the NITC to talk to senators about legislation and advocate for
funding. Commissioner Toner stated that the NITC serves in an advisory role to the Governor and
Legislature. The NITC was not established as an advocacy group. Commissioners, as individuals or in
their professional roles, can advocate.

Commissioners requested a draft copy of the Statewide Technology Plan for review and contribution prior
to the July meeting.

Commissioner Warren credited the work of the NITC and Rural Broadband Task Force with influencing
recent broadband legislation.

TECHNICAL PANEL
Kirk Langer



Technical standards and guidelines. Mr. Langer reported that the Technical Panel met in December.
The panel is presenting three proposals for the NITC’s review and approval. Patrick Wright, State
Information Security Officer, was acknowledged for his work on the proposals.

Proposal 21. Amend the web domain name standard.
Mr. Langer introduced the proposal. The Technical Panel recommends approval.

Commissioner Harvey moved to approve Proposal 21. Commissioner Greckel seconded. Roll call
vote: Weir-Yes, Warren-Yes, Harvey-Yes, Haack-Yes, Greckel-Yes, and Toner-Yes. Results: Yes-6,
No-0, Abstained-0. Motion carried.

Proposal 22. Amend access control provisions of the Information Security Policy.
Mr. Langer introduced the proposal. The Technical Panel recommends approval.

Commissioner Harvey moved to approve Proposal 22. Commissioner Haack seconded. Roll call
vote: Warren-Yes, Weir-Yes, Toner-Yes, Greckel-Yes, Haack-Yes, and Harvey-Yes. Results: Yes-6,
No-0, Abstained-0. Motion carried.

Proposal 23. Adopt a new section relating to Internet of Things (loT) devices.
Mr. Langer introduced the proposal. The Technical Panel recommends approval.

Commissioner Harvey moved to approve Proposal 23. Commissioner Warren seconded. Roll call
vote: Greckel-Yes, Toner-Yes, Weir-Yes, Warren-Yes, Harvey-Yes, and Haack-Yes. Results: Yes-6,
No-0, Abstained-0. Motion carried.

Enterprise project status dashboard report.

Mr. Langer reviewed the enterprise project status dashboard report. Projects are all progressing with no
major issues.

CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER
Ed Toner

Mr. Toner highlighted progress on the OCIO’s Strategic Initiatives. The Office of the CIO’s Project
Management Office is now included in monitoring the entire list of enterprise projects. It has helped
projects be successful. The single sign-on initiative has five applications completed. Approximately 100
applications have been decommissioned using the Application Portfolio Management process. This has
resulted in cost savings. The Application Process Maturation DevOps team is still in progress. The DBA
teams will be consolidated. The Enterprise Content Management initiative will use standardized tools
rather than writing its own code.

The OCIO Service Desk does a customer survey every year which measures six areas of customer
feedback on a scale of 1-5. Below are the results:
e 4.48 Service portal
4.55 Communication
4.56 Solutions
4.56 Time it takes to resolve an issue
4.90 Professionalism
4.61 Overall rating of the OCIO (over 90% approval rating)

OTHER BUSINESS



The NITC has five exiting Commissioners: Walter Weir, Dr. Terry Haack, Gary Warren, Dorest Harvey
and Thomas Nutt. Exiting Commissioners will receive an appreciation plaque. Commissioner Toner
thanked the Commissioners for their service to the NITC and the State of Nebraska.
ADJOURNMENT

With no further business and without objection, the Chair adjourned the meeting.

The NITC meeting was adjourned 12:05 p.m.

Meeting minutes were taken by Lori Lopez Urdiales and reviewed by the NITC Managers.
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TO: NITC Commissioners

FROM: Becca Kingery, Education I.T. Manager
DATE: 11/03/2022
RE: Network Nebraska and Digital Education Initiative Reports

Education Council update: The Education Council has met on 5 occasions this year and will be meeting again on
December 21. Progress continues to be made on the NITC Action Items as technological needs of schools and
students evolve. The Education Council also saw the departure of long-term manager, Tom Rolfes, in July of 2022.

Network Nebraska Update:

1. Prepare for the future of Network Nebraska as a statewide, multipurpose, high capacity, scalable
telecommunications network

a. The newest Network Nebraska RFP has been turned into the State Purchasing Bureau. It contains
about 40 leased lit fiber circuits and about 30 Special Construction Matching E-rate Fund circuits for
public libraries.

b. Three public libraries took advantage of the Public Service Commission’s Special Construction
Matching E-rate funds for new fiber for 2022-23: Nancy Fawcett Memorial Library (Lodgepole),
Fairmont Public Library, and Kimball Public Library. The total estimated feet of fiber construction
were 3,595 with an average cost of $23.01 per foot. The average fiber construction cost per library
was $19,606.00, or an average of $1,960.60 of State Matching Funds per library.

c. Network Nebraska was able to utilize GEER | funding for Backbone equipment upgrades to better
serve participants.

d. Network Nebraska continued to observe an uptick in Distributed Denial of Service attacks throughout
the state, as a result GEER | funding was utilized for a DDoS equipment refresh.

2. Effectively communicate to current and potential Network Nebraska Participants
a. The Office of the CIO has been involved in the Nebraska statewide eduroam pilot project for 2021-23
and is collaborating on the eduroam website and content to be shared with eligible K-12 entities.
Nebraska K-12 entities currently have a participation rate of 63% across the state, serving
approximately 50% of Nebraska students.
b. The Network Nebraska status page (https://status.networknebraska.net/) has had favorable reviews,
and the University of Nebraska’s new AlertSense communications system is working well.

3. Identify needs and deliver advanced services to meet the growing needs of its membership
a. Network Nebraska is in support of cybersecurity awareness training to be made available to all
schools, as well as multi-factor authentication, and external vulnerability testing.

Digital Education Update:

1. Disseminate informational reports to insure the success of Nebraska digital education
a. Work is continuing with the Nebraska Department of Education and the ESU Coordinating Council on
the Future Ready Digital Learning Collaborative Planning. Next steps include future planning for the
STEADfast project, a speed test project spearheaded by Educational Service Unit 10 for utilization
across the state.
2. Expand awareness and address the need for equity of access
a. Asthe STEADfast project continues to be developed, we will have a more accurate model of lack of
equity of access across Nebraska; this information will be vital in future project planning.


https://status.networknebraska.net/

b. Office of the CIO staff have continued to monitor the development of wireless and satellite
technologies to gauge their potential in narrowing the Homework Gap in sparsely populated areas
where student households are unserved or underserved.

Biographical Sketches — Nominated Members

Mr. Nick Muir

Nick Muir is currently the Chief Information Officer at Wayne State College (WSC), a role he has served in since 2022.
Since starting within the Network and Technology Services department at WSC in 2001 Nick’s primary focus has
always been on customer service and service delivery. In addition to continuous improvement of IT Service desk
operations, he has managed technology deployments for several building renovations and other IT-related endeavors
and has acquired knowledge and responsibilities within IT procurement. Nick looks forward to growing his strategic
skills and continues to expand his knowledge through collaborative efforts with leadership within the campus, the
community, and external partnerships.

Mr. Jeremiah Ourada

Jeremiah Ourada has served in the role of Director of the Technology and Resource Center at Nebraska Wesleyan
University (NWU) since 2021. Jeremiah has extensive experience in Information Technology ranging from repair, and
technical support services to leadership and management. He has a firm foundation in higher education technology

services having been employed with the University of Nebraska for several years prior to his current role.
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November 2, 2022

To: NITC Commissioners

From: Casey DunnGossin, State GIS Coordinator
Ryan Werner, Chair, GIS Council

Tim Erickson, Vice Chair, GIS Council

Subject: GIS Council Report

General Staffing Update

In July 2022, Mr. John Watermolen, State GIS Coordinator, retired from Nebraska. In
August 2022, Ms. Casey DunnGossin was hired as the new State GIS Coordinator.

GIS Council Update — May 2022

The GIS Council met in May with a quorum and voted to recommend the NITC adopt the
current USGS (US Geological Survey) 3D Nation Standards by reference as the Elevation
standard for Nebraska. By aligning the Nebraska Elevation standard to the USGS 3D
Nation standard the Nebraska standard will remain current, with periodic reviews and
recommendations by the GIS Council as needed.

The GIS Council that the Boundary Working Group met, and that the Legislature decided
to conduct an Interim Study (LR _370). One of the reasons for the study was due to
discrepancies discovered during the redistricting initiative.

The GIS Council discussed that a public entity received funding for a lidar project in
Eastern Nebraska that covered several counties in the Omaha-Metro Area. The project
will provide better than QL1 lidar! with 6-in contours?.

GIS Council Update — August 2022

The GIS Council met in August, but a quorum was not present to conduct official
business. The GIS Council discussed need to send an updated recommendation to the
Tech Panel and NITC related to Street Centerline and Address Point Standards. The
updated NENA standard was created to update URLS and fix some errors in the previous
version.

The GIS Council also discussed adding interested members to the Boundary Working
group.

1 QL1 - contour accuracy is 1 foot.

2 “Contours are lines that connect locations of equal value in a raster dataset that represents continuous
phenomena such as elevation, temperature, precipitation, pollution, or atmospheric pressure.”
(https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/latest/tool-reference/3d-analyst/how-contouring-works.htm)


https://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/107/PDF/Intro/LR370.pdf

The USGS discussed the completed 3DEP projects in Nebraska and acknowledged that
accessing data and deliverables from the USGS is not as simple as it was via FTP.

The GIS Council also discussed that the lidar acquisition for the Omaha-Metro Area was
signed and had been collected in in March and April 2022. All of Douglas, Sarpy, 70% of
Washington, City of Fremont, and parts of Lancaster County were completed.
Deliverables from the project are expected in September 2022.

GIS Council Update — November 2022

The GIS Council met in November 2022 with a quorum to conduct official business. The
GIS Council voted to recommend the NITC adopt the current NENA (National Emergency
Number Association) Street Centerline and Address Point Standards by reference.

The GIS Council also nominated and voted Mr. Christian Nielsen (Public Service
Commission) to be the Vice Chair for 2023.

The GIS Council was presented information from the USGS on the status of the final
federally funded lidar project in Nebraska as part of the 3D Elevation Program (3DEP).
The USGS also shared that because Nebraska has lidar coverage that meets 3DEP
standards, there are no plans to refresh lidar data on a set schedule and it is unlikely other
federal agencies will fund large lidar projects in Nebraska. The USGS shared information
on the 3D National Topography Model and the 3D Hydrography Program that will use lidar
data collected for 3DEP.

The GIS Council discussed the Legislature Interim Study (LR 370). The Study identified
336 statutes that reference: “boundary/boundaries”, “GIS/Geographic Information
Systems”, and other terms that may indicated identifying an area spatially in Nebraska.
Once the statutes have been reviewed the boundary working group will meet to discuss
the findings.

The GIS Council was presented with information on the lidar data collected in the Omaha-
Metro Area. The data returns are being delivered to the departments, and QC has started.
One county noted that the data is such high quality that they can identify street light arms
and are looking forward to conducting additional data analysis and modeling.


https://www.usgs.gov/national-hydrography/3d-national-topography-model-call-action-part-1-3d-hydrography-program
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/107/PDF/Intro/LR370.pdf
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Nov. 2, 2022

To: NITC Commissioners
From: Anne Byers
Subject: Broadband and Community Council update

State Broadband Funding

LB 388 which was enacted in 2021 created the Broadband Bridge Grant Program. $20 million a
year for two years was appropriated for the program. The first round of grants were awarded in
January and February 2022. Sixty-one grants were awarded totaling $19.2 million to connect
12,640 locations. Awards for the second round will be announced in December 2022. The
Nebraska Broadband Bridge program will provide the framework for the distribution of federal
broadband funding.

Federal Broadband Funding

Federal broadband funding received by the State of Nebraska is being coordinated by the
Connect Nebraska Working Group--interagency working group comprised of staff members
from the State Budget Office, Governor’s Policy Research Office, Nebraska Public Service
Commission, and the Nebraska Information Technology Commission/Office of the CIO.

Capital Projects. LB 1024 which was enacted in 2022, allocated funding from the Capital
Projects Fund by Congressional District. On August 30, 2022, the U.S. Department of the
Treasury approved an award of $87.7 million to connect 21,000 homes and businesses to
affordable, reliable high-speed internet services in Congressional Districts 1 and 3. The
Nebraska Public Service Commission will distribute the funding through the Nebraska
Broadband Bridge grant program in early 2023. The press release is at
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0931. The Public Service Commission
anticipates opening a round of the Broadband Bridge Grant Program in early 20223 to distribute
the funding.

An application for approximately $41 million in funding has been submitted for funding for multi-
purpose community facilities in qualified census tracts in Omaha for Congressional District 2.
The Nebraska Department of Economic Development will administer this funding.

BEAD. The State of Nebraska has also applied for funding from the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration Broadband Equity, Access and
Deployment (BEAD) program. Nebraska will receive at least $100 million for broadband
deployment projects through the BEAD program. The State of Nebraska expects to receive $5
million in planning funds in November 2022 to develop a five-year broadband deployment plan.
The Nebraska Public Service Commission will administer the BEAD funding.

State Digital Equity Planning Grant. Nebraska will receive $600,000 to develop a state digital
equity plan through the State Digital Equity Planning Grant in November 2022. States which
complete digital equity plans will be able to apply for a minimum of $7.2 million over 5 years to
set up a state digital equity grant program. The Nebraska Information Technology
Commission/Office of the CIO will administer the State Digital Equity Planning Grant. A one-
page summary of the grant and a fact sheet are included in the meeting materials. The
Community and eHealth Councils will both be supporting the state digital equity planning effort.


https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=43697
https://psc.nebraska.gov/telecommunications/nebraska-broadband-bridge-program-nbbp
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=47459
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0931

Broadband Mapping

The current broadband maps overstate broadband availability. The FCC has implemented a
new data collection process. The first iteration of the improved map of broadband availability is
expected in November 2022. The NTIA expects to use the second iteration of the FCC map
which is expected in the spring of 2023 to determine final BEAD funding allocations for states.
The Nebraska Public Service Commission is working to identify a vendor to develop a state
broadband map using BEAD funding.

Community Council Membership

The Community Council has recommended the nomination of Jason Tuller. | will be asking you
to approve his nomination. His bio is below:

Jason Tuller

Jason Tuller, MBA has over 15 years of experience in Economic Development in Nebraska. He
is an Extension Educator in Rural Prosperity Nebraska. His areas of focus are Economic
Development and People Attraction. He has worked as a Small Business Consultant as well as
a local Economic Development Director. He helped clients in all stages of business from start-
up to transition. He worked directly with over 750 clients. These interactions led to 66 new
business startups, over 200 new business plans, and created or saved over 375 jobs over his
seven years as a small business consultant. More than $35 million dollars of investment were
used in new businesses and expansions. As an economic development director Jason
managed a 75 acre mixed use development park. There were twenty homes built in the
development park as well as four commercial buildings built, which totaled over $10 million
dollars invested in the community of Imperial, NE. One of his last projects in Imperial was
working with a group of local investor/owners for Gigabit to secure LB 840 financing for a project
that would bring fiber to every home and business in Imperial. As an Extension Educator, Jason
has worked on a team that researched Grocery Store Transitions, built a Web First Impressions
program, and worked on the local Broadband Activation Team for Thayer County.
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Connect Nebraska Digital Opportunities Plan

With funding from the NTIA, the State of Nebraska will be developing a plan to ensure Nebraskans have
internet connectivity, devices such as laptops and smartphone, and the skills to meaningfully use internet
technologies. The grant will also promote the use technologies such as telehealth and precision
agriculture which are in the early stages of adoption and have the potential to significantly impact the

lives of Nebraskans and the state’s economy.

The Nebraska Information Technology Commission (NITC)/Office of the CIO will be leading the planning
effort with the assistance of the state’s regional economic development districts and the Nebraska
Library Commission. The one-year grant is expected to start in October of 2022. States which complete
plans can apply for $7.2 million or more in funding over 5 years to implement a state digital access, skills

and opportunities grant program.

Priority Populations. Planning efforts

will focus on eight priority populations 100%

shown in the chart to the right. 8oy 3-8%
Approximately 75% of Nebraska’s 60%

population is included in one or more 36.2%
priority populations. Those living in rural 40%

areas and older adults are Nebraska's 20%

largest priority populations. 0%

Library Capacity. Libraries play an

important role in digital equity efforts. *QOQ
However, only 15% of Nebraska’s &
libraries have broadband service of 100 @Q

Mbps down or greater. Planning efforts

Nebraska Priority Populations

will address the capacity of libraries—
particularly small, rural libraries—to participate in digital equity efforts.

Planning Activities. Planning activities will include:
Inventory of digital inclusion assets and identification of best
practices
Webinars on priority populations, best practices and other
topics
Listening sessions focused on priority populations
The development of regional digital equity plans
A statewide planning conference

Coordination with BEAD Planning. The NITC/OCIO will coordinate
planning efforts with the Nebraska Public Service Commission’s BEAD
5-year deployment planning efforts.

= A
,(CBIITC | Nebraska Information (\ N ROC

Technology Commission Nebraska Regional
$ > Officials Council

For more information

Anne Byers

Digital Equity Manager
anne.byers@nebraska.gov
402 471-3805
nitc.nebraska.gov

Patrick Redmond

State Broadband &
Infrastructure Coordinator
patrick.redmond@nebraska.gov
402-471-4181

Broadband.nebraska.gov

Nebraska
Library Commission
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Nebraska Digital Connectivity Facts

October 2022

91 %

90% of Nebraska households
have an internet subscription m m of Nebraska

Source: ACS 2020 5-year estimates N7 ~g
»A A farmers and ranchers
85% of Nebraska farms & ranches use precision agriculture
have an internet subscription practices to manage
Source: 2021 Farm Computer Usage and Ownership. CrOpS or I|VeSt0Ck

Source: 2021 Farm Computer Usage and Ownership

) -
A Why'is rural broadband important to
/\communitles and Nebraska’'s economy?

Rural broadband availability & adoption

O n I 1 5 O/ are associated with:
0 + Attraction and retention of millennials

« Greater economic growth

of Nebraska libraries + Attraction of new firms

have internet service of * Higher household incomes
100 M b t +* Small business growth
ps or grea er Gallardo, R., Whitacre, B, Grant, A. (January 2018).

Source: Nebraska Library Commission, 2020-2021 Nebraska
Public Library Survey

Older adults & those with lower incomes o
are less likely to be connected o

27% of Nebraskans age 65 and older

do not have an internet connection at home of employed Nebraskans
37% of Nebraskan h holds with h hold WOI'k from home
% of Nebraskan households with household income
of less than $20,000 do not have an internet connection at home up nearly 3X from 2019
8 ok

Source: ACS 2020 5-year estimates
Source: U.S. Census, 2021 & 2019 ACS 1-year estimates

Nebraska ranks 4" in the use of precision agriculture =g

Source: USDA NASS 2021 Farm Computer Usage and Ownership

Nebraska
Library Commission
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,(CNITC | Nebraska Information (\ N ROC
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% Nebraska Households with Broadband Subscription \
By Household Income \

100% ST 95.1%
90% 83.4%
0,

80% 75.1%

9 62.6%
70% § Internet
60% e

. subscription rates
50% vary by county,
40% from a high of
30%

20% 0/
10% (o)
0% in Sarpy County

Less than $20,000to  $35,000to  $50,000to  $75,000 or to a low of
$20,000 $34,999: $49,999: $74,999: more:
71%
% Nebraska Population with Broadband Subscription in Sioux County
By Age Group Source: ACS 2020 5-year estimates
100% 94.5% 92.0%
80% 73.2% 1 1 o/o

60%
of Nebraska households
40% have only a mobile cellular
internet subscription

Source: U.S. Census 2021 ACS one-year

20%
0,
0% For more information
Under 18 years 18 to 64 years 65 years and over
Anne Byers
Digital Equity Manager
o . . - anne.byers@nebraska.gov
% Nebraska Population with Broa.d'band Subscription 402 471-3805
By Race and Ethnicity
' 91.8 935 90.4 Patrick Redmond
100 900 g43 80.1 85.4 869 86.9 State Broadband &
80 Infrastructure Coordinator
60 patrick.redmond@nebraska.gov
402-471-4181
40
20 broadband.nebraska.gov
nitc.nebraska.gov
0
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2020 5-year estimates
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Federal Broadband Funding for Nebraska

Application Year

2022 Application Period

2023-2024 Application Period

Enabling Legislation

American Rescue Plan Act

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act

Funding Program
Federal Agency
Administering

Capital Projects
U.S. Department of Treasury

Broadband Equity, Access &
Deployment Program (BEAD)
U.S. Department of Commerce
NTIA

State Digital Equity Capacity
Grant Program Planning Grants
U.S. Department of Commerce NTIA

State Digital Equity Capacity
Grants
U.S. Department of Commerce NTIA

Award date

$87.7 million in broadband deployment
funding for Congressional Districts 1 and 3
awarded August 30, 2022. Funding for
multi-purpose community facilities for
Congressional District 1 is pending.

Planning Funds expected to be
awarded in November 2022

Funds are expected to be awarded
in October or November 2022

TBD-The application period will
probably open in late 2023 or early
2024

Funding available

Nebraska: $128,740,178
Each Tribal Government: $167,504

Nebraska: $100,000,000+

Nebraska: $600,000

Nebraska: $7.2+ million over 5 years

State Agency
Administering

Nebraska Public Service Commission
(broadband deployment)

Nebraska Department of Economic
Development (community facilities)

Nebraska Public Service
Commission

Nebraska Information Technology
Commission/OCIO

The Connect Nebraska Working Group is coordinating the administration of broadband funding. More information is availa

ble at https://broadband.nebraska.gov

Match None specified 25% match for subgrantees except | None specified None specified
Requirements in high cost areas
Eligible Uses Directly enable work, education and health | Unserved and underserved service | Development of a State Digital Implement the State Digital Equity
monitoring & address critical needs projects Equity Plan one year from the date Plan and pursue digital inclusion
Broadband Infrastructure Projects Data collection and broadband of the award activities consistent with the State
Digital Connectivity Projects mapping Digital Equity Plan
Multi-Purpose Community Facility Projects Connecting anchor institutions
Service to multi-family buildings Evaluate the efficacy of the digital
Broadband Adoption inclusion efforts
Planning States must complete and submit States must complete and submit a Submission and approval of a state

Requirement

a 5-year state broadband
deployment plan in order to
receive funding for state
broadband grant program.

state digital equity plan.

digital equity plan is a requirement
for receiving funding from this
program.

Administrative/
Planning Funding

5% or $6.4 million

5% Pre-Deployment Planning
2% Administration of grant

All planning and administration

3% Administration

Available
Required All funds must be expended by December Broadband service to all customers | One year from date of award 5 years from date of award
Completion/ 31, 2026. 4 years after receipt of the

Obligation Dates

subgrant

Areas eligible for Areas without reliable wireline 100/20 Unserved (lacking 25/3) and N/A N/A
broadband funding | (encouraged). If justified, can fund projects | Underserved (lacking 100/20)

in areas with other funding commitments.
Build out 100/100 Mbps- (unless impracticable) 100/20 Mbps N/A N/A

requirements

Fiber preference
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Nov. 3, 2022

To: NITC Commissioners
From: Anne Byers
Subject: eHealth Council report

What does the eHealth Council have to do with digital equity?

Social determinants of health (SDOH) are the conditions in the environments where people are
born, live, learn, work, play, worship, and age that affect a wide range of health, functioning, and
quality-of-life outcomes and risks. Studies estimate that clinical care impacts only 20 percent of
county-level variation in health outcomes, while social determinants of health (SDOH) affect as
much as 50 percent. Within SDOH, socioeconomic factors such as poverty, employment, and
education have the largest impact on health

outcomes."

Internet access is considered a social R i

determinant of health. In 2015 the FCC
formed the Connect2Health Task Force
(C2HFCC Task Force) to study the
relationship between internet access and
health. In their analysis, the FCC suggested
that there is a “connectivity continuum”
influencing health. 2

Access Subscription Utilization

Internet access is becoming increasingly important for health. We use the internet for a number
of health-related applications, including:
* Researching information on medical conditions

* Managing appointments and prescriptions
* Checking lab results
* Telehealth consultations

* Home health monitoring

1 https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/e2b650cd64cf84aae8ffOfae7474af82/SDOH-Evidence-
Review.pdf

2 Public Notice, FCC Seeks Comment and Data on Actions to Accelerate Adoption and Accessibility of Broadband-
Enabled Health Care Solutions and Advanced Technologies, GN Docket No. 16-46 August 26, 2020


https://aspe.hhs.gov/